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SECOND REPORT 

ON 

THE IRISH FISHERIES. 



SALMON FISHERIES. 

T HE Commissioners appointed on the 2nd November, 1835, to inquire 
into the State of the Irish Fisheries, and the means of improving them, have 
in the Replies to their Queries, received a considerable mass of information 
respecting the actual condition of the principal Salmon Rivers, and explana- 
tory of the views of those interested in their Fisheries. This information, 
condensed and arranged under separate heads, for more convenient perusal, 
will be found appended to the present Report. 

The Commissioners have also consulted the Parliamentary Papers relative 
to the British Salmon Fisheries, and such other Publications on the subject 
as they have been enabled to procure ; and they have, to the extent of their 
opportunities, sought for viva voce evidence on the subject, at several Fishing 
Stations, in their progress through the country. 

From the Replies to Queries, it appears that the Irish Salmon Fisheries 
are by no means in a satisfactory condition, as well from insufficiency of the 
existing Laws, as from the systematic breach of their provisions. Many 
Rivers, heretofore highly productive, are stated to have become inca- 
pable of repaying the outlay of the Fishermen; and generally, through- 
out the South of Ireland, a diminution of Fish, to a greater or less extent, is 
referred to causes within the reach of legislative control. 

In comparing these Replies with the Evidence contained in the Parliamen- 
tary Reports, the Commissioners find a very close approximation, if not an 
actual identity, in the exigencies, legal and physical, of the Fisheries of the 
two Countries. They meet with the same complaints of the Upper Pro- 
prietors, against the practices pursued by the Lower Proprietors, and in 
Estuaries and Tideways ; and the same complaints of the Lower Proprietors, 
against the negligence of those whose possessions are on the shallow waters. 
The same denunciations, also, are made of artful contrivances to evade the 
Laws for the protection of the breeding Fish, in their transit to and from 
the spawning ground; and of the destruction of Fry, both voluntarily, and by 
mills and other impediments. In short, the natural history of the animal being 
every where similar, a similar course of injurious practices is every where 
found to require a similar legal interference for the protection of the breed. 
In Ireland, however, a frequent non-observance of the close season, and an 
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4 SECOND REPORT OF THE 

unusual prevalence of poaching (in some cases amounting to a total destruc- 
tion of the Fisheries), absorb a larger portion of public attention ; and are 
considered as especially requiring immediate legislative redress. 

The prevalence of poaching in Ireland, though in part attributable to the 
circumstances and habits of the peasantry, is principally encouraged by the 
absence of an efficient Police; and this, again, is referable to the peculiar 
nature of the property, and the conflict of interests which that occasions. 

It is probable, likewise, that the facilities given to Poachers by the Irish 
Acts, which concede to the Proprietors and River Farmers the right of tak- 
ing Salmon at all times of the year in several of the Irish Rivers, may also 
contribute to the same results. 

The most productive Fisheries are situated nearest to the mouths of the 
rivers ; whereas, the legal protection of the breeding Fish is principally 
requisite in the upper and shallow waters. 

This natural conflict of interests is much increased by the mal-practices above- 
mentioned, which are pursued in the Fisheries along the course of the stream, 
for unduly intercepting the Fish in their passage upwards. These are, in some 
cases, so successful as to deprive the upper proprietors of all pecuniary inte- 
rest in the Fisheries, and to render them absolutely indifferent to poaching, 
and unwilling to co-operate, either in purse or in person, towards its abate- 
ment. 

Wherever the lower Fisheries are of sufficient value to pay the expense of 
protection, and the shallow spawning places are under the effectual control 
of the beneficiaries, the breed seems to be adequately protected ; and few 
complaints are then made of a deficiency of Fish, arising from the use of 
especial engines employed in lawful fishing : whence it may be inferred, that 
disputes on that point relate rather to the distribution of the property, than 
to its absolute quantity. 

Neither, in such Fisheries, is the exact period of close times a matter of 
major concern : those interested in them naturally abstain from what is inju- 
rious to themselves ; whereas, the indiscriminate take of Salmon, at all sea- 
sons, is desirable only to the poacher, or to the Upper Proprietor who has no 
marketable share in the proceeds of the river. It is chiefly, therefore, where 
a rivalry subsists between different classes of Proprietors, thatthe proper times 
of fishing, and the use of stake-nets and other well -contrived engines for 
capturing the Fish, become matters of dispute or litigation. 

The extent to which this conflict of interest operates, is cognizable in the 
contradictory nature of the evidence offered in the various Reports, as well 
respecting the natural history of the Fish, as the tendency of the several 
practical points in debate. On scarcely any one particular is the testimony 
concurrent and unanimous ; insomuch, that fixed bases for legislation can 
only, if at all, be attained, by a lengthy and philosophical course of independ- 
ent investigations. Occupied, as the Commissioners have been, with the 
Coast Fisheries, they have not found leisure for such an examination ; and 
the subject, both in its relations to private property, and to the interest of the 
public in a maximum supply of Fish, is too important to be hastily and care- 
lessly provided for. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners would feel themselves com- 
pelled to ask a long extension of time for making their Report, if it were ne 
cessary to go into a separate investigation on behalf of Ireland ; but they are 
satisfied that no such necessity exists— that whatever laws are requisite for 
the British Salmon Fisheries, will be found generally sufficient for those o 
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Ireland. Convinced, also, that no industry on their part could lead to the 
collection of a fuller body of Evidence, than that already accumulated in the 
Parliamentary Reports, they cannot reasonably hope to arrive at conclu- 
sions more satisfactory to all the parties interested, than those obtained by 
the long and laborious investigations of the Parliamentary Committees. 

They therefore deem it most expedient, as well with a view to public eco- 
nomy, as to the early relief of the Irish Proprietors, to close their labours 
now ; referring to the Evidence they have collected, and to the several Re- 
ports on the British Salmon Fisheries, printed by order of the House of 
Commons ; and suggesting that measures be taken for embracing the Irish 
Salmon Fisheries in any Act which will arise out of these researches of the 
Parliamentary Committees, — with such additions as may be found necessary 
in placing the Fisheries of the two Countries on the same legal footing. 

(Signed) CHARLES A. WALKER. 

J. F. BURGOYNE. 

T. CHARLES MORGAN. 

BROOK T. OTTLEY. 

J. RAD CLIFF. 

JAMES REDMOND BARRY. 

HENRY TOWNSEND. 

HENRY R. PAINE. 

WM. STANLEY. 

Department of Public Works , 

Dublin, November 4, 1836. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



RIVER BOYNE. 



Navan, March 15, 1836. 

Examining Commissioners : — Sir T. C. Morgan and William Stanley, Esq. 

Evidence of Thomas Gerhard, Esq., of Liscarton Castle, a Member of the Meath Fishery- 
Association. 

The weir owners on the’ river do not pay the expenses of protecting the Fisheries, except Abuse oftheFish- 
as subscribers to a fund to which the gentlemen residing along the river contribute ; and eries, and obstruc- 
Mr. Coddington, the owner of the Oldbridge weir, which is nearest the sea, contributes tion of the fish as- 
only £2 a-year. _ cending He River. 

He is not aware whether Mr. Coddington holds his fishery under patent ; but it has 
appeared in evidence, in the suit between him and the Meath Fishery Association, that 
the lands of Oldbridge, with the tithes and the fishery, were conveyed to Mr. Codding- 
ton’s family, on the 18th of February, 1729, by deed from the then Earl of Drogheda. 

He is not aware whether there is a patent or charter which binds the possessors of the 
Fisheries to protect the fish for public purposes. 

By law, any person who has had a salmon-weir erected for thirty-one years, has the 
same right on the river as if he held a patent or charter, and without being liable to 
the expense of protecting the river for the public — (See Irish Act, 26 Geo. III. cap 50.) 

The fishery rights of the Boyne, from the sea to Mr. Coddington’s fishery, are vested in 
the Corporation of Drogheda ; but the corporate authorities have not protected the fish. 

Young Salmon were killed in large quantities by fishermen in the estuary of Baltrae, at 
the mouth of the river, until last year, when the Meath Association’s water-keepers pro- 
tected them. 

It has been the practice of the Balttae fishermen to use nets for taking the young fish 
from the beginning of May throughout the summer. 

By the construction of the Oldbridge weirs, which prevent a sufficient number of fish 
from ascending the river to spawn, and by the want ot protection for the fish in the river 
during the spawning season, and for the young fish when ascending through the estuary at 
Baltrae, the Boyne fisheries have all declined in value. Some years ago, Mr. Coddington 
received for the Oldbridge fishery £450 a-year; and it is understood that he now receives 
only £100 a-year. ' 

The King’s gaps at all the Fisheries are (contrary to law) in the shallowest part ot the 
river, fenced off with tail and spur walls, far exceeding the length allowed by the statute. 

In the Oldbridge fishery, the King’s gap is stopped by the canal wall. 

In the next fishery, the King’s gap leads into the Rough Grange Fishery. 

And at all the Fisheries, nets are used for taking Salmon in the King’s shares. 

At Slane Bridge, the great mill-dam wall, over which the fish must leap, is so broad m 
its inclined plane, that the fish cannot leap over it, unless when the water is high. The 
eastern terminus of this wall goes to one of the arches of the bridge ; there a stage is 
erected, or a curragh fastened, for gaffing Salmon, which, unable to get over the wall, 
gradually fall down along its base to the arch where they are taken. The person who rents 
the fishery kills more fish here than with his traps and nets, it being almost impossible for the 
Salmon to get over the wall, except when the water is uncommonly high, owing to the 
width of its inclined plane (eight feet from the surface of the water at ordinary height, to 
the top,) as Salmon cannot go much forward in leaping — {Seethe Maps appended.) 

In another part of the river, a wall for the canal along it, between Drogheda and Slane, 
has been so much raised by the Commissioners of Public Works, that the fish cannot cross 
it; and it is the opinion of the Meath Association, that the Commissioners should now 
erect a wall in the lower water, and form a chamber under the canal wall, by which the 
fish, in two leaps, can reach the river above the high wall. . . 

There are penalties imposed by the existing laws, for the protection of the fish against Police required, 
poachers, &c., but the Magistrates have not police to aid them in inflicting those penalties. 

The Meath Association applied recently to Government for the aid of the Constabulary 

Police, but this has been refused.* _ , . 

A great injury is done to the Salmon Fisheries, under the privilege given to proprietors Seasons. Injury 
and their farmers by the Act of 3rd Geo. III., cap. 35, of taking Salmon at all times of the caused by the 
year, before and after the periods appointed for the commencement and termination of . 

public fishing in each river. This privilege has been extended to the Boyne and several 
other rivers, under the supposition that Salmon m such rivers are always m season, which is jn seaK)n . 

contrary to nature. , . , 

The privilege ought to be abolished, and fishing restricted to the period intervening be- 
tween the first of February and the middle of August. 

* The aid of the constabulary police is not allowed to the Revenue Departments, in inflicting pe- 
nalties, being solely for the preservation of the public peace. 
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Seasons. 



Meeting of the 
MeatU Fishery 
Association. 



Salmon are generally in season, and ascending from the sea, some weeks before the first 
of February ; but the public interests in the Fisheries, and those of the upper proprietors 
require that the lower weirs should not be closed until February, to let up a good supply of 
fish, both for spawning and for the upper weirs. 

Evidence of Lawrence Colerice, one of the Boyne Water-keepers. 

He is one of the oldest Salmon fishers on the river, and has not known Salmon to be in sea- 
son, and fit for use, after the middle of September, and then the number is small. 

Salmon begin to lose their scales in June, and change colour about the middle of Sep- 
tember. The hook begins to form on the male’s mouth at the same time, and enlarges after 
spawning. 

The general time of spawning is from the close of October till about Christmas; and after 
spawning, the Salmon go to the sea with the first flood. 

Eel-nets, placed in the salmon-weirs, would take the Salmon after spawning, in their de- 
scent to the sea; but in the Boyne, eel-nets are only used in salmon-weirs at Mr. Cruise’s 
fishery, the Fennor, below Slane. 

The fry rise in the water from the beds about the middle of March, and then take the 
fly. They go to the sea with the first flood, after rising. 

Great quantities are taken in the mills, with nets placed in Eel fisheries. Fry returns 
from the sea, Salmon-peal, in June following ; and some of these weigh 41bs. The peal 
become matured Salmon in the succeeding winter and spring. . In January, the season Sal- 
mon are ascending from the sea. Until last year, great quantities of peal were taken with 
nets by the fishermen of Baltrae, and sold in Dublin as White Trout. 

The only months in which the proprietors or farmers of the fisheries exercise their privi- 
lege of taking Salmon at all times of the year, after or before the general season, are Sep- 
tember and January. 



A Meeting of Members of the Meath Association was then held, and the following state- 
ment having been read and agreed to, a copy of it was presented to the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners were also presented with maps of the Fisheries from the Sea to 
Slane, and with copies of the opinions of Counsel on the Laws regulating the rights of 
proprietors in maintaining weirs with tail and spur walls. 



At a General Meeting of the Boyne and Blackwater Fishery Association, held in Navan on the 15th 
day of March, 1836, it was, amongst other resolutions there entered into, 

Resolved, — That in consequence of the communication made to us by Sir T. C. Morgan, one of. the Commissioners 
of the Irish Fishery Inquiry, expressing a wish from said Commissioners to suggest to them our opinion as to any defi- 
ciency we conceive to exist in the several laws now in force for the preservation of Salmon and other fish of the rivers 
and lakes in Ireland, that onr Secretary is requested to forward . these our observations, to which we wish with great 
respect, to draw the particular attention of the Commissioners, viz. : — 

Bv the 17th and ISth Geo. Ill , chap. 19, section 9, it is made imperative on constables to execute warrants for 
peualties under the several fishery Acts for the preservation of Salmon. But by the 7th and 8th Geo. IV., chap. 67, 
section 17, commonly called the Petty Sessions Act, there is a special clause prohibiting the Constabulary from execut- 
ing these warrants and making the entire of these penal statutes nugatory ; therefore we think it absolutely necessary 
that this section of the 7lh and Sth of Geo. IV. should either be repealed or amended, otherwise the laws for the pre- 
servation of fish cannot he pnt in force. 

The next Act the Association would draw attention to is the 3rd Geo. TIL, chap. 35, empowering the Boyne Fish- 
ery Proprietors to kill Salmon at any season of the year. We conceive that there should he a prohibition against all 
persons whatsoever from taking or killing Salmon in this river from the 12tli August to the 1st February in each year, 
and that traps, sluices, or engines, made use of for the above purpose should be at all times prohibited, under a heavy 
penalty, in order to permit spawning fish up the river and its tributary streams. 

The next Act to which we beg leave to draw your attention is the 26th Geo. III., clinp. 50, section 1, relative to 
spur and tail walls ; as this is the point which is now the matter of litigation between the Association and one of the 
principal proprietors of the fisheries on the Boyne, we feel it necessary to point out the line of defence taken by him and 
an abstract of the conflicting opinions of counsel on this part of the statute. One of the defences made is, that the tail 
and spur walls are not parallel to the bank : the words of the Act sav, that no person having a fishing weir on any river 
in this kingdom in which a King’s share or gnp has been kept, or ought to have been kept, open for the free passage of 
Salmon, shall build or keep up any spur wall or walls, tail wall, or tail weir or weirs as they are commonly called, pa- 
rallel to the banks. Now in these last words lie the difficulty, namely this : if the banks of the river are not parallel 
to each other, can a wall be built parallel to both. There seems to he a great defect in this part of the Act. for by it 
any person can build these walls, provided he does not make them parallel to the banks. It is also asserted that tne 
10th section of this Act has reference to the first, and that therefore having these walls built and in their present state 
for more than tliirty-one years, they are not liable to have them removed. , 

The next observation to which this meeting would call the attention of the Commissioners, is that of King s shares or 
gaps. By the 23rd and 24th Geo. III., chop. 40, section 11, it is mode imperative on proprietors of fisheries to have a 
King's share or gap 21 feet clear in the deepest part of the river, part of which section, as to the penalty of i^O, is re- 
pealed by the 26th Geo. III., chap. 50, section 8 ; but by the 10th section of this Act it provides that nothing . conta 
in the eighth section shall be construed to extend to the prostrating any weir or weirs of which the proprietor or pro- 
prietors have had an uninterrupted possession for the space of tl'irty-one years. . _ . . , . 

Now we beg leave to state tliat all the King’s shares or gaps in all the fishing weirs in the river Boyne are invari y 
in the shallowest part of the river, which has been in a great measure made so by the .construction of the tail an p 
walls attached to them ; therefore we take the liberty of suggesting that the 10th section of the 26tli Geo. 111. on S 
be either altered or repealed, in so much as to make it imperative to have those King’s shares or gaps in tue pc 
part of the river in all fishing weirs, notwithstanding their having been in their present situation for more a 
time mentioned in the above section. . _ . » Works 

We would now direct attention to the canal walls on the river Boyne, lately repaired and raised by the Uoar 
between Slane and Drogheda, which, except at high water, will make it difficult for Salmon to pass up the nv , 
are built with a wide inclined plane. To obviate this difficulty, we beg leave to suggest the following P ln “. I0 U k f 
of Works to take into their consideration, namely, to build low walls, suppose six or eight feet high, at the 
canal walls, and a sufficient distance from them so ns to raise the water on the aprons or inclined planes oi 
which would enable the Salmon by a second leap to get over them. wpa ther 

We feel it also necessary to state, that during the months of July and August, and, in fact, whenever 
becomes dry, a person could walk almost without wetting his feet across the King’s share at the Oldbridge j- 

RICHARD BOLTON, Chairhah. 
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RIVER BOYNE. 



Copy of Opinion of John Martlet, Esq., K.C, on a Case submittet! by the Meath Fishery 
Association. 

The provisions in the 1st sec. 26 Geo. III., cap. 50, with respect to spur walls and tail walls' are so plain and explicit 
that no doubt, I apprehend, can be entertained, nor is any suggested, with respect to the construction and operation 
of that section, considered by itself. But it is suggested, ns I collect, on the part of Mr. Coddiugton, that the 10th 
section of the same statute contains a proviso applicable to his weir at Oldbridge, and taking it out of the provisions 
contained in the 1st section. Before 1 offer any opinion upon the question so suggested, I think it necessary to advert 
to some other provisions upon the subject of weirs, contained in the same statute, and also in the previous Act of the 

23rd and 24th Geo. III., cap. 40. i.-wu — r l,! - • • 

aggrieved b ” ' ~ 




effect tt 

sume, held to oust the jurisdiction given to the Civil BiH‘Conrtby the 12th section of this Act. This rendered ^me lur- 
tber provisions necessary, and gave rise to the enactments contained in the 10th and two preceding sections of the •"’tith 
Geo. III., cap. 50. The 8tli section reiers expressly to the 23rd and 24 th Geo. III., and recites that doubts had arisen 
as to tlie construction of the clause in it, (meaning the clause contained in section 13. there being no other in the 
Act) which enabled persons to set up a plea of title. It then proceeds to repeal the 12th section, and to substitute a 
new mode of proceeding to compel the prostration of weirs unlawfully erected or kept up, by imposing a penalty of 
£50, (instead of 20s. given by the former Act) to be recovered by action in the superior Courts! Bv the nth section, it 
was enacted, that if the owner of the weir did not in seven days alter judgment in such action, prostrate it, any person 
might do so ; aiul then came the lOtli section, providing that nothing therein contained should extend to the prostrating 
any weirs of which the proprietor was in possession for thirty-one years, or which he held by patent or charter: nud this 
proviso, I conceive, was substituted for the vague, and ambiguous, and unsatisfactory one, contained in the 13th sec- 
tion of the 23rd and 24th Geo. III., above-mentioned. Now, taking these statutes together, 1 cannot entertain a doubt 
that the 10 th section of tlio 26th Geo. III. had relation only to the weirs mentioned in the 8th aud Uth section of the 
same Act, and in the 12th aud 13th section of the ;3rd aud 24tli Geo. 111., nud not to the spur walls or tail wullsiuen- 
tioned in the 1st section of the 26tli Geo. III. The 23rd and 24th Geo. Ill does not mention spur walls or tail walls at 
all, and it is observable that the first statute which does so is the 2(ith Gen. III., and this latter act mentions them os 
things totally distinct from weirs, and contains totally distinct provisions and modes of proceeding respecting them — 
There is also, in section two of the same Act, (2Gth Geo. 111.,) a distinct proviso or saving with respect to such spur walls 
and tail walls ns have been built along the banks of the rivers for the support of such banks. It is not suggested that 
the spur wall or tail wall in question come within this saving ; J am theretore of opinion, upon the whole, that tkev do 
couie within the provisions ot the first section, being according to the above ease what the Act denominates spur nud 
toil walls, nud not weirs, and exceeding the length to which spur and tail walls ore limited hv the statute, and that 
the proceedings pointed out in 1st section, 20th Geo. III., might lm put iu force if necessary, for the purpose of having 
them reduced to the statutable standard. And therefore, (although l do not suppose* from what is above stated, as 
well as known by every one acquainted with Mr. Codilingtou, that any such proceedings will he necessary.) I have 
as required, subjoined the necessary form of Notice to be served upon such occasions, and a copy of which I think ought 
to he served on the owner as well as the lessee of the weir or fishery. Previous to the Notice which must be signed by 
a Justice of the Peace, there should be an information on onth before the same Justice, stating the facts with respect 
to the existence and length of such weirs. After the information, aud before the Notice, a Summons should be issued re- 
citing tlie Notice and requiring the party to appearand shew cause, if auy he can, why the spur wall nud tail wall 
should not he shortened to the length of twenty feet from the foundation of the weirs. It is premature, and may be un- 
necessary to prepare any form of conviction if required at all by the statute, and it will be time enough to consider its 
necessity aud form, which must he special, in case there should be occ ision, which I do not anticipate, to proceed to lew 
the penalty imposed by the statute. 

I th_nk if a new weir were now made across the river, supposing it could he legally done, that the person making it 
would be hound to leave a King’s Gap or share of tvveuty-oue feet clear at the least in the deepest part of the river, pur- 
suant to the 11th section of tlie 23rd and 24th Geo. Ill, cap. 40. 

(Signed) JOHN MART LEY. 

Rutland Square. 2Sth August, 1835. 



County of Meath, Whereas. information upon oath has bei 



e before n 



if His Majes 



> the Peace iu and lor the said County of Meath, that you have built, or that you do keep up r. 

> certain spur vail, anil also a certain tail wall, in the river Boyne, in said county, parallel tv 



the banks oi saiu river, and running from the sides of the opening of the king's share in a certain weir common, v called 
Oldbridge weir, situate in tbe river Boyne, and county aforesaid, of a greater length than twenty feet from the back of 
said weir. _ Now, I do hereby, pursuant to the statute in that case made and provided, give you notice to pull down or 
shorten said spur wall, end snid (nil vvnll. to the length of twenty feet from the foundation of said weir, within the space 
of one calendar month fiom your receiving this Notice. 

Dated, <fcc, <fcc. 

To (Signed) 



Extract from the Opinion of Joseph Devonsher Jackson, Esq, on a case submitted for Mr. 

Coddington, of Oldbridge. 

The question whether Mr. Coddington can be justified in refnsing compliance with the notice to prostrate must de- 
pend upon this — whether the spur and tail walls are within the provisions of the statute 26th Geo. III. cap. 50, sec. 1, 
which limits the extent of such walls to twenty feet. The 10th section does not apply to this case, it relating only to 
weirs ; whether the 2nd section, however, would protect Mr. Coddiugton, may he a doubtful question. It was evidently 
ihe intention of tbe Legislature by that section to exempt spur and tail walls’ which had been originally constructed at 
the time of making the weir, from the operation of the euactment which restricts the length of these walls to tvvyutv feet, 
but the wording of the section is so loose, that it may be doubtful whether it sufficiently expresses ibe'iuleutiou.' The 
rule certainly is that a statute imposing a penalty is to be construed strictly, and that auy exemption in it is to be con- 
strued liberally. Applying then this rule, i am inclined to hold that Mr. CoJdington’s spur and tail walls are pro- 
tected by section 2nd, provided they were ori finally constructed at the time of building the weir, and I ani of opinion, 
that the fact of their having existed in their present situation, as long as any one cau remember the weir, is prima facie 
evidence of their having been constructed with it. 

If Mr. Coddington is disposed to try the question on this point, lie may if convicted by a Justice of the Peace, appeal 
to Quarter Sessions, (see 22nd section of the Act.) 

[In another nnswer he gives it as his opiuion that Mr. Codding'on might continue the weir across the river leaving the 
King’s Gap in the deepest part, or that he is at liberty to construct an entire new weir on any partof liis property; and 
again recommends Mr. Coddington to try the question on 2nd section, 26th Geo. Ill, cap. 50, by appeal to Quarter 
Sessions, should this he attended with too much expense, or not be eligible.] 

Opinion of John Martley, Esq, on a second ease submitted by the Meath Fishery Association. 

When the first case on the part of the River Boyne Association was laid before me, my attention was principallv 
directed to the 10th section of the 26th Geo. Ill, in connexion with the first as being that on which Mr. Coddington 
was stated to rely, as justifying liim in keeping up the spur and tail walls in their present extent ; upon that case I en- 
tertained no doubt that the 10th section did not protect Mr. Coddington’s weir from the penalty imposed by tbe first. 
In that opinion, I find Mr. Sergeant Jackson concurs, but as I collect from the extracts tarnished by Mr. Coddington 
from his opinion, (the whole of which it would have been more satisfactory to see.) he considers it a doubtful question 
whether Mr. Coddington may not be protected by tbe second section, if liis spur walls and tail walls were coeval with 
the construction of the weir. I have also read an earlier opinion of Mr. Blacklmme,.and a recent one of Mr. Saurm, on 
a similar question, involving the construction of the second section of the above statute. I have since considered that 
section a ttentively, and in one part at least of the opinions of these gentlemen, 1 fully concur, namely, in condemning the 
the wording of that section, as I have already had occasion to do of other parts of the Act, as very loose and difficult 
of interpretation. In fact, Mr. Saurin says it is “ hardly intelligible.” I was at first disposed to construe that section 
as extending only to the protection of such walls as may have been built close aloDg the side of the bank for the sup- 
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port of the bank. And certainly it is only such walls that this section in terms declares shall remain untouched • h 
the first, clause of the section appears to indicate an intention of extending sueli protection to such spur walls as’w Dt 
originally constructed at the time of the building of the weir. And although words are wanting in the subsequent tin t 
of that section to carry that intention into ettect, I tniuk a Court of Law, if it were satisfied as to the intention of th 
Legislature, would construe the statute so as to give ettect to that intention, notwithstanding the defector imperfection of 
the language of it.* 

Upon the whole, considering the manner in which it is penned, and the doubts entertained ns to the construction f 
it by those gcnilemeu whose opinions are entitle ! to -'a respect, it i • iuipossthl.- f,r iaj to tr,v.t the question whether 
the spur walls and tail walls are protected by the -'ml section of the -itith Gen. ill., as other than at least a doubtful onp 
or one which can be finally or conclusively settled unless by the decision of the Court of King’s Bench, in case the Dro ’ 
ceediugs should be removed there by certiorari. It is possible, however, that the gen lieu ion composing the Association 
in order to avoid the. expense of those proeeedings, may be satisfied to abide by some further opinion or opinions in ad 
ditiuu to those already taken. In the meantime, 1 have settled the draft of the second information upon which there 
must be a Summons reciting that information personally served on Mr. Coddingtou, as he appears disposed to meet the 
case himself, aud not to raise any question on the ground that the proceedings .-tumid be ng.iinst his tenant ; I think it 
unnecessary to proceed at present against the hitter. In the event of the question being decided in favour of Mr. Cod- 
dingtou, on the ground af his weir being protected by the second section, any proceeding against his tenant would of 
course be useless. I have also settled the draft Conviction as far as it etui lie don- at present ; care must be taken in 
having the evidence of the witnesses (of whom the informer cannot he one) no- tin trly committed to writing; the evi- 
dencemnst lie such as will sustain the informations, aud the person who served tlu* Notice on Mr. Coddiimton, must be 
one of the witnesses. The engrossed conviction may be mode op at any time alter the day of hearing, and before the 
Quarter Sessions, if there be an appeal. The 2 dm! section, which is the only one relating to an appeal, is- another in- 
stance of the loose aud inaccurate penning ot this Aet, and not free irnm question ns to the right of a person convicted 
in a penalty to appeal, — there beiug both fines and penalties mentioned in tlm Act, and the appeal clause relatiug to 
fines only ; with this, however, 1 think the Magistrates have nothing to do as no form for appealing is given; atall emits 
the party convicted might remove the proceedings by certiorari even though mi appeal were not given, 



Rutland Square, 2Gth October, 1805. 



(Sigued) JOHN MARTLEY. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The River Boyne is navigable about four miles from the mouth at the Maiden Tower, to 
the town of Drogheda, the tide affects the river to Oldbridge, about two miles aud a half 
from Drogheda. 

The Mattock, a small stream empties itself into the Boyne at Oldbridge. The Black- 
water, a considerable river, flows into it at Navan; the source of the Boyne is Loch Ramun 
or Virginia, in the County of Cavan; there is no lake in the course of the Boyne, or its tri- 
butaries. 

Salmon, Salmon-frv, Trout, Eels, Perch, Roach, Bream, Pike, and Sea-trout, are taken 
in the main river, and all the above kinds, except Salmon, Sulmon-lry, and Sea-trout, are 
taken in the tributary streams. 

The Boyne is all private property ; I am not aware of any patent fishery in die river, but 
the proprietors of some of the fisheries wish to make them exclusive. — (Mr. Gerrurd.) 

The right of fishing from the Bar to Pass, about three quarters of a mile above Drogheda, 
was gi-anted by charter to the C rporation of Drogheda, but from iong neglect to exercise 
the right, a Mr. Markey at Baltrae, and Mr. Ball of Ballsgrove, have claimed a right for 
themselves, but many other persons use nets to the great injury of the fisheries; in the space 
of three months, there were fifteen long drag-nets made, which are all out at the run of the 
tide. From Pass to Oldbridge, the river belongs to Mr. Coddiugtou’s family; and from 
Oldbridge upwards, it belongs to each proprietor of the land; the centre of the river is 
considered the boundary — ( Mr. H. B. Coddington of Oldbridge.) 

Except between Drogheda and the sea, and up to Pass, the rights of the proprietors are not 
disputed, if f except a point of law now about to be decided by action in the King’s 
Bench, whether spur and tail walls, which have existed more, than thirty-one years, (and as 
far as can he shewn were originally constructed at the time of making the weir,} are contrary 
to law, or are excepted. — (Mr. ( r oddiugtou.) 

The fishermen complain of the great monopoly of Oldbridge fishery, in consequence of 
the unlawful extent of the tail and spur walls, and the excessive shallowness of the King’s 
gap or share, and its situation. The (ail wail of this fishery is of great length, aud is placed 
opposite the mouth of the Mattock river, so that till sand and gravel carried by the stream 
into the Boyne is stopped by this wall in the King’s share or gap — which is therefore dry 
at low’ water — (Mr. Gerrurd.) 

The period for fishing is fixed by the 3rd Geo. III., cap. 35, which is an amendment of 
the 31st Geo. II., cap. 15, by which it appears to me doubtful, whether the proprietors have 
a right to commence before the 1st of February, or fish alter the 12th of August; decid- 
edly it prohibits any but proprietors or farmers "of fisheries from fishing from the 12th of 
August to the 1st ot February. I coucc-ive it would be most desirable to prohibit any Sal- 
mon being taken from the 12th of August to the 1st of February, by any person whatever, 
whether proprietors, farmers of fisheries, or anglers (Mr. Gerrurd.) 

No laws were observed until lately. A society of gentlemen have endeavoured to put 
them in force to prevent fishing except from the 1st of February to the 12th of August. In 
my opinion the 1st of September would be quite early enough to cease; for the purpose or 
encreasing the species — (Mr. Coddington.) 

Salmon are taken with w r eirs and traps, drag-nets, cross-lines, set-nets ; and at the arch o 
the bridge at Slane they are taken with gaffs, as they are unable to get over the mill wall, 
which lias an inclined plane of great breadth. The -weirs are made of stone. Drag-nets 

Mr. Coddington having been convicted under the proceedings recommended by Mr. Martley, and 
the case having been ultimately removed to the Court of King’s Bench, the decision was conhrmea 
by the Court ou the 25th November, 1836. 
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are commonly used. Drag-nets are used at the mouth of the river; set-nets are used 
higher up 'the river. The traps of the weirs are of wicker work (Mr. Gerrard.) 

The meshes of the nets used are so small, that the smallest fry are destroyed (Mr. H. 

B. Fairtlough , Drogheda .) 

No weirs, except the wall at Slane, entirely obstruct the passage of Salmon ; all the others Obstructions, 
have a King’s gap, but invariably made in the shallowest part of the river, and so contrived 
that few fish can pass except in floods, and they are closed for the greater part of the sum- 
mer, for the purpose of sending water to the different mills. The place where the open 
passage is left, is so shallow, that there is no occasion for putting any obstruction in it to 
prevent the Salmon from going up the river, as they always seek the greatest bodv of water, 
which in all cases in the Boyne, flows through the traps, from the illegal length of the spur 
walls attached to the fisheries. In this river, the tail and spur walls, form an obtuse angle 
from the termination of the weir wall, and being not exactly parallel to the banks of the 
river, they are not for the support of the banks ; in some instances these walls extend seventy 
feet, instead of twenty, which is the statutable length by the 26th Geo. III., cap. 50. I 
am of opinion that these tail and spur walls are the greatest obstruction in the river. I 
would direct the attention of the Comniissior.ers to the 1st section, 2liih Geo. ill. cap. 50, 
in order to ascertain whether the 10th section of the same Act has reference to the 1st : if 
so, it should be altered ; unless these spur walls are reduced to the legal length, all efforts to 
protect the fishery will he useless. 

The most injurious devices are used in the main river for taking the mother fish on their 
passage tip, with traps and nets, and on their egress to the sea large quantities offish and fry 
are destroyed by mill weirs, in consequence of the King’s gap being closed at the time. 

There are several obstructions of mil! clams and canal walls which go entirely across the 
river ; the mill dams are used for fishing; weirs having basket or close wicker work in front 
or opening of the traps, prevent the egress of the fry to the sea ; the canal walls have no 
opening for any fish to pass, and when the water is low no fish can get over them. 

Off’ the end of the spur wall at Oldbridge, the canal wall is across the river, so that when 
any fish escape by high water through the King's share, they cannot proceed up the river, 
but fall into a pool between the canal wall and the fishery weir aud traps, where they are 
netted ; except in very high water fish cannot get up the river — (Mr. Gerrard .) 

The weir wall or mill dam at Slane, for the greater part of the year prevents Salmon 
from going up the river; all the weirs have a King’s gap open, though, when the spur-walls 
answer the double purpose, of a mill dam, in very dry seasons the gap is sometimes closed to 
send water to the mill. 

The number of persons who fish between Drogheda and the sea (who pay no rent nor 
are under any restriction) use, as I am informed, fifteen long nets, each of which extends 
beyond the channel, and are out one above the other to intercept the fish. It is surprising 
how any escape. 

Poachers take Salmon in bad weather with gaffs, or large hooks on a pole. There are Poaching, and 
mill dams at Slane and Navan, which have no opening for the fish. Young fish or iry are other injuries, 
often found dead on the strand below Drogheda, from the noxious refuse of gas works. 

Much injury is also ck.ue by flax being steeped in the Boyne, or some small streams which 
run into it. In Angus; the river vraier is so poisonous that it injures cattle to drmk it, and 
it kills the fish. Lights are not used in destroying Salmon. 

Salmon fry are taken in sluices of mills ; also in mill-dams drained out for the purpose ; Salmon Fry. 
and by drag nets, to an immense extent, at the mouth of the river. I*ry are on their way 
to the sea front the beginning of March to the 1st of June, according to the floods. The 
meshes of nets in mill sluices are so small, that no Frv can get through, except the fry of 
eels. The meshes of the drag-nets are also exceedingly small. Irish under 41b weight, 
cannot be taken in the weirs. — { Mr. Ciddington.) 

• Salmon go up the liovne to spawn in August, September, and October, as the floods Habits of Salmon, 
answer: the female fi.h return towards the end of December, leavmg the male fish to conduct 
the fry to the sea, and are in condition alter being in the sea six weeks, or two months 

The Salmon have considerably diminished within the last forty years; I attribute the cause Decrease of 
solely to preventing the mother fish from getting up the rivers to the spawning beds, and supply, 
the killing at the river mouth of immense quantities of fry — ( Mr. Gerrard.) 

The supply of Salmon has much diminished. The decrease was first observed soon after 
the erection of the mill dam at Slane, and the encreased number of nets below Drogheda, 
which are formed of exceedingly small meshes. — (.Ur. ( oddington.) 

The Salmon fishery has considerably decreased for many years in consequence of insuffi- 
cient King’s gaps, offish in g at illegal periods, and small meshes — (Mr. Fairclough.) 

There are coghill or eel nets all along the course of the Boyne and Blackwater, which are Stake Nets, and 
put down at all seasons, when there are floods, to the destruction of fry. They take Sal- meshes of Nets, 
mon in their passage to the sea. I am informed these nets are put entirely across the river 
below Oldbridge for the purpose. The wicker works or tlireadles in front ot the Vveir 
traps, are never removed, and prevent fry from getting down the river. 

The nets used at the mouth of the river are destroying almost all the fry that escape the 
coghill or eel nets; should this continue longer, the Sainton of this river will be totally anni- 
hilated ; the meshes of nets at present used do not exceed two inches ; the smallest should 
be three and a half inches. — (Mr. Gerrard.) . 

Meshes of three inches should be the smallest for Trout, and four and a half inch meshes 
for Salmon from January to July. — (Mr. Coddington .) . 

Water Bailiffs were appointed for the protection of the river, for the first time, by an as- Protection of the 
sOciation of gentlemen in Meath, who have subscribed to pay them salaries ; from the short River. 

B 2 
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time since these appointments, I cannot say how far they may be effective As tk. 
tion of Salmon is a public benefit, Water Bailiffs should be paid 
county at large — (Mr. Gerrard.) * y essment on the 

The Salm m are sold fresh in Drogheda and Dublin. 

, Kei fi shery extends from the source of the Boyne and its tributary streams to 
Oldbnclge: there is no fixed period for commencing or terminating — (Mr Gerrm-,1 \ ^ 

: b ‘ he Eel fry ascend from the'La in 

There are no local laws that I am aware of. By the 3rd Geo. III. cap. 35 it i s Pn . . 
amongst other things, that none save proprietors or farmers of said rivers and* fislievipc/fk* 
Boyne is one of the rivers) shall fish between the 12th of August and the 1st of February 
This is inapplicable to the river, as Salmon are notin season until the 1st of Fehn. ‘ 
there should be a general prohibition against proprietors and farmers of fisheries kiEl 

Salmon from the ,12th of August to the 1st of Februarr (Mr. Gerrard.) 1 g 

As Salmon are always running up the Boyne, I am sure it would be sufficient to nrotect 
the river from the 1st or 10th of September to the 1st of January .—(Mr. Coddinqton\ 

I do not consider the laws sufficient, not from a defect in their being pronerlv 
tered, but being difficult of enforcement. 1 P y mims- 

r^ 0 i dbridg !’ -, (the of Mv * Nicholas Coddington,) the tail wall is of an extent 

oi 514 feet, and the spur wall extends up the river to the length of 670 feet, the statutable 
length of each of which should be only 20 feet; in consequence of Which obstruction I was 
directed, as Secretary to the Meath Fishery Association, to proceed against Mr Coddinv 
ton for the abatement of these spur and tail walls ; and having then taken the opinion of 
Counsel to ascertain liotv far we were entitled to proceed, it was given as his ODmion tW 
the 10th section of the 2Gtli Geo. III. had not reference to the 1st section of theCme Act- 
but a contrary opinion was given by the Counsel employed by Mv. Coddington, from the 
ambiguous and doubtful mode m which tlie Act is worded. I beg leave to direct vonr it 
tention particularly to the first section of this Act, where it says, that no person having a 
fishery weir on any river in dus kingdom in which a King’s share or gap has been or on fht 
to have been kept open for the free passage of Salmon and other fish, shall build or kfen 
up any spur wall or walls, tail weir or weirs, as they are commonly called, parallel to the 
banks of said river, and running from the sides of (aid opening o/lCing’s siare PartTf 
Ji. Coddington s defence is that these walls are not parallel to the banks, although the 
Ae T !"J“ r,ou , s ba " lf th fy "'ere Parallel to the banks; yet he endeavours toevade 

liters o ^ IT a" 0 " bem 8, Parallel to each bank. I would therefore suggest an 

whid, are v 1 ? ‘">P™tive to abate all walls, whether parallel or oflferwise, 

JtlrO d ) ^ S “ PPOrt ° f ‘ he b0nk ° f the nver > t0 tbe sratntable length of 20 feet.- 



Letter from H. B. Coddington, Esq., to the Commissioners of Inquiry into the Irish Fisheries. 
r . Farm, January 15, 1836. 

uS" “a,'srB=Tw“rd?„5 ^ -w r m in i*** - 

and other Acts, are found to operate so inbHd? ? restnctl0 . ns ln general law of the. 31st Geo. II, cap. 13, 
same restrictions as other rivers bv 3rd Geo nvers, ““fading the Boyne, being placed under the 

tors, .he whole law is left in S ^nncerta niv wn?l7 i the ? ,S m tbls ‘ atter Act a «**ing “ favour of proprie- 

pealed, and that all ■ectloi^^^Sf^^^ , «r <l ^ r J^L d ° t0 M1 6ge?‘ that all the existing laws should be re- 
and re-enacted in a new law wlnrO l l i n i D °’ ^ wlu ?^ are now scattered through various laws, should be embodied 
ofpartcubr parties ’ S be “ ade as sim P le and as possible, and without exceptions, in favour 

7 M1 ft "“ «■« I- » Uft Jimnmr t. ft. 1st or )3th Sfcp. 

up to jn bj protecting then, £ Srptembfr » C, “ «* fch '» r “ 

any manner' wL*soev«^(except bv^Se ro^r.V^nr p'll' \ f De “o' 0 ,° f *5° bnr 1“ tbe sea_ at the mouth of any river— in 
fur first oifeuce ; second offence, £5 ■ third ormyflm from September to January, under a penalty of forty shillings 
along the banks of the river ilnrintr fh i ^bsequent offence, £10 ; and that the finding of anv nets drying 

a penalty of fifty shillings first offence ; lecon ^ ^ EUbjeCt °” er 

fish, £l/ornot ' l(Ms°^i^fiv^a« I?nr rnw y G abn T’ °f ex P°, sin g same for sale within prescribed time, to forfeit for each 
U ya im P™ onnusnt ’ with hard labour. [Note.-Because 

can be proved on (mtMo'lSve^ ? bout i° s P a !'7 1 ’ °r of an y 3 P ent fob at any season, uuless same- 
such fish. [Because if taken bv enff „ JI j ’•?' r by m II out of a weir, to forfeit five shillings lor any 
5. That the 5 „ t ’ lt . W ° nld , dle of tbe in J ur ^ but not so from a net.] 

down before 1st January, under a uemdtv of ®” be r . ai ?? d or taken U I» 011 lst September, and not agam put 

refusal to comply with the above rf™, ° f shillings ; and if not immediately removed, (if possible,) or upon a 
rivvr toraise sUea^peJd^rJrtob^Ced kUei>er ’ P ro P rietor » or tunaat of any^tber fishery on the 

January to °^ d ™S’ net ’ nor ^ SBt or standing net, within any river, from 1st 

broad, shall pass through the An ui every part of said net. That is, that a flat stick, five inches 

to have a mesh nTlefthan twl f nd from 1 / t f Jul ? to lst ^P^ber, the net commonly used for white or sea Tront 

■€2 lO.v. for first offence: a-cond £5 ° r red Trout > »«-hes mesh in every part. A penalty of 

is given to the parties not to draw the net TH £, ° ; ,'} nd eaab draft to constitute a separate offence, provided warning 
Boyne : and the white Tront Ann. 6 Det ‘ wou ^ d greatly protect tlie Salmon fry, especially at the month of the 

tlui ft'. BBteShl Zu, 1 ™ n ‘! d k ° r MU t “• i«‘ S» tiri* » —» -k 

7. Any person using two nets with rlnl”! ?F t ^ bar ’ 11 5 111 1)e impossible to protect the Salmon, 

of not less than 20 shillings. ' ° ne Placed behmd the other, and drawn together, to forfeit the net, and a penalty 

anv engine or dence^o^ be'used a^anv S"* fob returning to the sea, no Coghill, or purse, or other net, or weir, or 
' trier pei o r/o^T dam ’ or eel-weir, after 24th Decimher in any year, nor before . 

po fy 0 .hillings, to te recovered from the miller or proprietor of mill or weir. 
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** “ tl “ i “ i ’ ,o ***'<*«* ,. r-d";ssf,;ras 

Jl; , A S^13S oi,to ° ri8U “ *° “• “1 c »»'> » P— ■*» "f »y si»o», to torfoit a, «*, 

ss «™3“; “' it “ f by fcV3*sr 

«7*i r d — if*’ Sf r .tro;hS"»i»“ e i10 ’ “ f ™ i "'”“- 

toM^SSSS? "°“ S r “ d ' " d “’“’ " ““ “*• *“* ” “ « *t a aa extoodod 

“ “' 0Ste ” <kd “™?> a» ">'«'. “I ctaml of any river, for a longer period a. 



more easily by not seeing the net to move. D ,,,c c,luer *W«. or “““ 

15. That all boats and nuts be numbered— the boats on the stem flu* not* nn il.,. *— , , , . . ,, 

of fifty shillings per week. 1 i uumaiu sumt , ana uc^cung to uo so, for each oliouce, penalty 

1 «. Any person found steeping flax in any running water, to forfeit fifty shillings or flax : and any person not imme 
diately removing flax on being ordered to do so, to forfeit flax, and penalty of £10. Anv noxious mutter or "as refuse 
let into running water, to subject the proprietor of gas works to penalty' of £ 10 . ' g ^ 

1/. Any person or persons intercepting or preventing any water keeper, or any other interested person, bv assaults 
threats or intimidation, _fr. )m examining nets, boats, or weirs, or seeing the provisions of the law cE h no tore to 
b T W» n! of ’ a ?^ !“ def ! ftnlt of payment within given time, two mouths' imprisonment with hard labour 

^r* many use f ul restrictions m the existing laws about night fishing with lights, <fcc., &c. 

18. All offences against the_ statute to be heard before one or more Justice or Justices of Peace in Pet tv Session" 

f?,° f KJ Z t0 .f sal f ™ a ! ma ‘ ters brought, before them ; and half of each penalty to go to informer, and 

19. 11 here the river is the boundary between two or more Counties, offence to he heard in nearest Sessions to where 

it was committed, and Justice to have power to summon any person residing in adjoining Countv, and in case of non-at- 
tendauce to issue his warrant, and have offender brought before him. This is very necessary, for indeed a complete 
bar is put to many cases for wantot this power. p Bte 

t0 be Sen ' e ; 1 eitber P ersonall y or at «snal place of residence, and at least twenty-fonr hours previous 
to time stated in summons for appearance. 1 * 

n JIb,TtWn P o r t S *i C 7 useful-bu ‘ I «n» not clear how they should be paid— though proprietors should have power to 
appomt them at their own respective or joint cost. “ 

Salmon Weirs. 

Under tliis head great difficulty appears, for I believe all the Salmon w 



is far 



„ i “ , . • * *- ™* * ***e of very ancient date— above 100 years 

““ be known— and m every one the spui- and tail walls are from 300 to 500 feet long, and in general the 

owners of land along the nver s banks are each proprietor of half the river. To have a short wall where we.rs or traps 
extended only over half the water wonld be useless, becanse no fish would go into them. 1 

n 7i „?,i a fi mt ? 0W , ab r Ut . be beard in ^big’s Bench, it be decided that no time gives a sanction to walls of 
riv<.r nmi^M foet ^ t ? 1 1 t ¥ weir, the result will be that about thirty feet more than half the breadth 

of tiie river Boyne at Oldbndge will be left open, which could never have been intended by tbe legislature, for the weir 
would be destroyed. Tbe same also at other weirs. 

Weirs along this River. 

,, Jh 6 i re “ re C ? SC - S • i “ w,u l cb i wo "T irs a ? d tbeir walls are so close together that the spur wall of one and tail wall of 
tv rfy J ‘?Y 1 {, and "' h r rl ; welrs . or traps “e at different sides, so that it is almost impossible for a fish to 
escape. This could be remedied by enacting- that at least a space of three times the width of the river shall be he- 
tvv een the walls of two weirs, and that gates or traps shall not be kept open in spur walls which serve for mill dams- 
lt is hard and useless to have the King’s gap in deepest part of the river, becanse it cats the weir into two where tbe 
centre of the nver is the deepest part, and where there is but little difference in the general depth (as in tbe Bovne)— 
why should it not be sufficient to be at either side where there is abundance of water for tbe largest fi-h to swim in 
during the spring— say till 12tli May. 



(Signed) 



H. B. CODDINGTON. 



COUNTY ANTRIM. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



GLENAItM, GLENARIFF, MAIN, AND BALLYCASTLE RIVERS. 

The river of Glenarm is not navigable; the tide flows up about five hundred vards Rivers. 

(Mr. Davidson.) 

The tide affects Glenariff River about 100 perches (John Dixon and Peter Reilly.) 

On this part of the coast, (Bally castle) there are several small rivers where Salmon go 

up to spawn ; none of them are navigable, nor does the tide flow up to anv extent ( Mr. 

Alexander M ( Neile.) 

The river Main flows into Locli Neagh. It is not navigable ; and is not affected bv the 
tides — ( The Earl O'Neill.) 

The right to fishing at Glenarm was granted by patent from the Crown to the Earls of Rights of Fishing. 
Antrim, and is enjoyed by their representatives and lessees ( Mr. Davidson.) 

The Salmon fisheries on this coast (Ballycastle) are all private property, understood to be 
derived from the Crown through the Antrim family by patent, and to extend to the bays 
within headlands, the exact limits not ascertained, but it would be of much consequence that 
they should .—(Mr. M‘Neile.) 

Mr. M'Neile, the proprietor of some lands near the mouth of Gleuariff river, claims 
theright of fishing at what is called the Salmon Rock, and endeavours to prevent the 
killing of any fish near the river, which is considered by the local fishermen a monopoly, as 
he has prevented the setting of trammel-nets along the adjacent coast. — (John Dixon and 
Peter Reilly.) & a J V 

Mr. Hector says, he has taken the coast connected with Glenariff river from Mr. 
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M'Neile, and threatens that if any fisherman lands on the shore, or spreads nets thereon he 
will take up these nets and take the fish out of the boats . — {John Dixon and Peter Reillu.) 

Very serious questions appear to arise about the rights of fishing for Salmon on the coast in 
the sea: these rights should be defined (Mr. M‘Ncile.J 

The right of salmon fishing at Glenarm, is not enjoyed by the public, but by the lord 
of the soil, who lets the Salmon fishery at an annual rent : the fishermen of the coast oc- 
casionally claim a right of setting trammel uets which not unfrequently leads to disputes 

(Mr. Davidson.) 

In the river Glenarm, the law to regulate the commencement and termination of the 
Salmon fishery seems in some degree to be undefined; at all events, it is indifferently ob- 
served. It would, I conceive, be highly beneficial to repeal all the present Salmon fishery 
Acts, and to have a new enactment for the regulation of these Fisheries. — (Mi. Davidson.) 

There is no local regulation as to the time for taking Salmon at the fisheries on the se'a 
coast, out of rivers, but it would be desirable that it should be regulated by law; the 
time might commence in February and end in August, as the mother fish are then going 
into the river to spawn — (Mr. M i Neile.) 

Salmon fishing in the river Main is commenced on the 1st cf June, and ends at the 12th 
of August. This season is observed by all but poachers — ( The Earl O’Neill.) 

The local regulation of the Gienariff rivet* is to commence on the 1st of March and 
leave off the 20th of August. The Scotch lessee of the fishery, (James Hector) now fishes 

the whole year, and consequently must destroy numbers of the mother fish (John Dixon 

and Peter Reilly.) 

There are not any weirs in the Main ; the authorized fishermen take the Salmon in nets. 

The fishery is injured by poachers using draught nets, at the mouth of the river; there 
are nets placed in mill weirs; and bow nets, night lights, and other means of poaching are 
used. Fishing with rods does little harm . — (The Earl O'Neill.) 

Salmon are not taken in the Glenarm river ; they are taken in the sea a short distance 
from the mouth by stake-nets : bag-nets are also used. — (Mr. Davidson.) 

There are no nets used in the Gienariff river. James Hector, the lessee, set a stake net 
last year (1835) at the mouth of the river, which caught a great many fish. Salmon are 
generally taken in the sea by Scotch bag-nets ( John Dixon and Peter Reilly.) 

The stake-nets do not in any way obstruct the Glenarm river — (Mr. Davidson.) 

There are no obstructions in Gienariff except James Hector’s bag-nets, which stand nearly 
across the mouth of the river. 

'i he- mother fish are killed in all the rivers on the Antrim coast, to a great extent, by 
spearing in the day, and at night with lights, from September until March; the laws for their 
prolecti’ n appear sufficient, but extremely difficult of execution, since the old Constabulary 
were abolished, and the new prohibited from executing warrants : the property it is true is 
private, but it is of great public advantage (Mr. M l Neile.) 

Lights are used for the purpose of spearing Salmon, during the months of November, De- 
cember and .humarv ; it would be verv desirable to prevent this mischievous practice — (John 
Di > r.,d Peter Reilly.) ’ 

. wi 'i r..d< is very injurious, especially as persons of any small property cannot be 
prev-.-,:. n<> prosecuted unless upon actual proof of having killed Salmon fry. It would 
bv ' • . I vantage to prohibit rod fishing during April and May. — (Mr. hPNeile.) 

b.ake nets are outside the Glenarm river in the bay ; 1 have not observed what ef- 
fec . i produced as to diniiuWiiug the quantity of Salmon, compared to what it was 
be-: . :... 3 ir u*e. C’er.'.iin.’v, however, large quantities of Salmon are taken by meaus of 

tii. - • r.„-ts that were not formerly. On or about the 12th of September the stake nets are 
taken up; stake nets may be used in the bay without injury to the fishery' ; the size of the 
meshes used in the nets now are about four inches. — (Mr. Davidson.) 

Jihere is but a bag net at Gienariff, and only one year, so that.it cannot be known what 
effect it will produce on the fishery. It is only* taken up when injured by floods and storms. 
I here is no place near Gienariff where stake nets could be used without injury to the 
fishery. Tbe size of the meshes used at present are three inches; these ought to be changed 
for this reason, the present nets take the fish before they come to maturity, which is a dis- 
advantage to the public as well as to the regular fisherman. Four inches ought to be the 
measure . — (John Dixon and Peter Reilly.) 

Salmon go up the river (Gienariff) in September; — and in January, February, and in 
the month of March, are in condition. It is considered that if James Hector is permitted 
to continue his present course of killing Salmon at all seasons, Salmon will be very scarce 
in this river and the adjoining bay in a few years . — (John Dixon and Peter Reilli/.) 

From the month of September until November the Salmon are usually running up the 
river to spawn ; the season of their return to the sea is usually from the end of December 
to the 5th of February'. I cannot say how soon after spawning they renew their condition. 
Ihe fishermen seem to say that a Salmon will recover its condition in the sea in a fortnight. 
I think Salmon fishing has materially improved here (Glenarm) within the last three or 
four years, particularly within the last two years. — (Mr. Davidson.) 

The mother fish go up the river in September and October, and come down in the months 
of February and March ; a month in the sea is sufficient to put them in condition. The 
fishing fluctuates very much. I cannot say whether it has increased or diminished. — (Mr. 
M l Neile.) 

The rivers are usually protected by the proprietors or farmers of the fishery, who appoint 
and pay a bailiff to watch the river._(Mr. Davidson.) 

There are no water bailiffs to protect Gienariff river except James Hector’s men, and as 
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the people consider him dealing unlawfully himself, they pay very little respect to his water 
bailiffs . — ( John Dixon and Peter Reilly.) 

The principal part of the Salmon taken here are sold in the Belfast market ; some are Markets, 
also exported to Liverpool. In the early part of the season as high as 2.?. a pound has been 
obtained. Ice is occasionally used for packing when fish are sent to a distance ; the ice is 
usually obtained in the country. Fish is not much cured here for exportation; families 
sometimes salt it in casks for their own use. — (Mr. Davidson.) 

There are no local laws, nor do we know of any circumstances which would render the Laws, 
general law inapplicable. Not being acquainted with the laws, we cannot speak as to their 
sufficiency. James Hector claims the exclusive right to fishing in the river and sea from 

Larne to Ballyeastle, under an agreement made with the proprietors ( John Dixon and 

Peter Heilly.) 

I think the laws want amendment, and I would recommend a repeal of all the present 
Salmon fishery Acts, and a new law. There is a difficulty in carrying the laws into effect, 
the Police, the only description of Constables now in the County, being prohibited under 
the Police regulations from executing any warrants connected with the fishery laws — (Mr. 
Davidson.) 



BUSH RIVER. 



December 26, 1835. 



Examining Commissioners — Messrs. Jagoe and Stanley. 



Witness: Charles Douglas, Esq. of Dor vock. 

The fishery of the river Bush is the property of Mr. Black, of Londonderry ; and Miss The Fishery. 
Douglas, (the sister of Mr. Charles Douglas,) ‘has a lease of it. 

The. river runs only ten miles, and the water is so shallow occasionally, within two miles 
of the source, that the fish which remained above were easily taken in dry seasons, until a 
barrier was erected across the river, eight miles up, beyond which the fish cannot pass. 

The weir is close to the mouth of the river, only a few yards from the sea. It extends all 
across, as a King’s gap is not required, the fishery of the river having but one proprietor. 

As many as two hundred and fifty Salmon have been at once, in one chamber of the weir, 
in this small river. 

The fish are sent to British markets in ice. Markets. 

By law* the Salmon of the Bush are always in season. Seasons. 

The general spawning season commences in November ; but casual fish spawn later. 

At present (the close of December) occasional fish are entering the river to spawn, but 
they are so near to spawning as to be discoloured and unfit for use. 

After spawning they are at least a month in the sea, before again in season. 

Salmon in prime condition are now entering the river; and the sooner taken after quit- 
ting the sea, the belter. , . , . , 

If the taking of Salmon were prohibited generally until February, tne nsn w.nc.i enter 
the river in January would be much deteriorated in condition by being so long in the fresh 
water. The weir of the Bush cannot be open (with advantage to the fishery) longer than 
from the middle of August to the 1st January. . • -r i • c . , r . , . 

Annexed to the river-rights, there is the privilege of taltntg Salmon at sea. For this pur- Sateen Fishing in 
pose a draught net is used. . 

The men employed in the sea fishing receive shaves, m compensation. ..ix men are em- 
ployed in a boat, and each receives a seventh part of the proceeds ; the proprietor or lessee 

.receives also a seventh. „ , . „ „ , ,, __ , , „ 

The Scotch bag-nets, for Salmon, only serve for taking a few fish ; they are mint tot tne The scotch Bag 
period in which the Salmon approach the rivers in great numbers. . ^ et3 * 

They are nevertheless very injurious, as they are set throughout the vear, and intercept 
many of the casual fish approaching rivers during the spawning season : therefore au-y ought 
to be prohibited. . , . . , , 

The Bush is not navigable ; the tide affects it about two hundred JMW. Tlll , its 

The tributaries of the Bush are the Pound River, Burn Gasiut, Du nock, , ( » tli = tii ^ 

butary streams,) Flesk, and Well Water. The only Lake connected with the met is t.iat 
of Lough Gule, from whence the Flesk issues. . . . . , 

Salmon, and occasionally Eels, white and other Trout, are taken m the met , m the es- 
tuary, Salmon, and white Trout, and Mullet are caught in small quantities. 

The Bush is all private property, having been granted by James I. to the Antnm family, 

in the Bush throughout the year, the. fishing is com- Periodsof Fishing, 
menced in ttaTiver Nearly in the year as the weather permits, and tenmna.es generally 
in August. 

* The Acts 31st Geo. II. cap. 13, and 3rd Geo. III. cap. 3S, premising that Salmon « ” 
season in certain rivers named, ±(among these the Bush, under the appellation of Busk,) permit 
proprietors and their farmers to take Salmon throughout the year. 
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16 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Weirs and draught nets are ordy used, so far as the farmers of the fishery are con 
The weirs are constructed to take Salmon coining into the river from the sea ° , ned - 
prevent the Salmon returning to the sea after spawning. ’ ana not t0 

The weirs are not so constructed as entirely to obstruct the passage of the Salmon Tk 
never was a “ King’s gap” in this river, nor would it answer a good purpose to ha'v ihere 
There is no open passage in the weirs. 1 ave one - 

Mill dams and Mill weirs very prejudicially affect the fishery, as no opening isl P ft • 
weirs, and they are generally so constructed' 'that Salmon and fry cannot get eithVr 
down the river except in floods. Nets and baskets are much used by millers and nth P ° r 
Mill tails for destroying Salmon and fry. Spurge is not known, but Lime is often f 
destroy the fish. UM - Q to 

A Distillery, and two Paper manufactories have been erected on the river • the 1 
are most injurious on account of the waste and dye-stuffs being emptied into the river - rtf' 
poisonous substances should be consumed in some other way. 5 nese 

Lights are used for the purpose of spearing and killing Salmon in the night 
spawning time Salmon are taken by angling. 6 nD g 

Nets are placed across the river at the tail of the fords in spawning time in 
middle of which a bag orcoghill is placed, into which the Salmon are driveif off the srm 
mg beds by long poles and stones, &c. This most destructive of all modes of destrovin J 
ba mon, has lately been adopted, being more difficult of detection than lights ■ it is <r Pn £ 
rally used m the darkest nights. Angling is very destructive to Salmon fry,— thev ar P >w 
taken m stake nets, but are by poke nets and baskets at Mill tails. From February tn T, mo 
the fry appear on their passage to the sea. “ 

T’l>„ u. ..i. c-i • ‘ • P • , . 



The Bush fishery is entirely occupied by one person. In several instances the land P d 
proprietors have disputes with the farmers of the fishery, by claiming a right of fishing on 
posite their lands, and have attempted to prevent the keepers or water bailiffs °lVom' 
passing through their grounds for the purpose of preserving the fish. The rights bvino- nrl. 
vate, the proprietors often object to the fishermen passing along the banks of the river or 
drying their nets on them grounds. ’ or 

Salmon proceed up the rivers to spawn generally from August to November or December • 
they return principally after spawning, but numbers remain in the river, apparently for the 
Sw mo e nd!s aCCOinPan '’ inS ^ ^ l ° ^ They retum to t,le river in condition in a 

Salmon have greatly diminished for want of effective laws to put a stop to poaching, 
The means of carrying the present laws into effect are not sufficient, principally owing to 
the number of small fisheries established on the coast, where there is no breeding rfver 

tW rr S / ‘fit’ ' Sh S ° ate in , the season that the y destroy the greater part of themo- 
thei oi breeding fish returning to their own river for the purpose of spawning. 

ov R etS - aie o n y T°i d by the farmers of the fisheries. Stake nets are not used in 

fishery. Bl ' Sn ‘ SC ° tC1 baS ^ ^ Used °“ the coast ’ to the detriment of the Bush 

There is no estuary or part of the mouth of the river, where stake-nets maybe used with- 

ol7t7,i, e a ^™^. be “ s exposei t0 the north - ,,est '™ uld 

Nets are generally constructed of meshes of six and four inches 
to hffh KCeFer ? n employed in great numbers, and at a considerable expense 

cnmlT °h fl u he T’ and olte “ fo “ nd Ineffective. I cannot at present re- 
Ikritv ?n d ■! y other “° de .f payment. There are no local laws fertile Bush, nor any pecn- 
thr, tmhout the^^ear^ Wlt * odler nvers , I* 1 which Salmon are declared to be in season 

tinn ■ tak ™’ is , e *P°rt«I, nud the remainder sold for home consump- 

,i ’ expor e i is always packed in ice, if it can be procured ; the price is veirvaria- 
ri ’ • dmg *°, ti ; e rs tak ™- 0 Many seasons ice cannot be had in Ireland i there never 

P t. • ° th ' S Sometimes Salmon are salted for home consumption, 

principally when ice cannot be procured. 

destc’t^t'Som* ° r, ' 0dS " ~ “ ed ** takln S Ed3 ' b,lt are ”° l 

n , ot e! ^t n ? Ive in dl l Busb ’ n generally commences in August or Septem- 
fry come fret See *” S1 ’ PP ° Sed 10 return to “ a “> s P a "' n ’ as tlleir 

^MuUet are occasionally taken in the Salmon nets in the sea, at the mouth of the 

difficiibt’ 3 n0t su p c ' ent I * e y are confused, and in many instances unintelligible and 
difficult to act upon; they would require to be embodied, and made more severe; they are 
2irt administered, but not enforced at all, as die keepers dare not, and the C'on- 
Zi it ■ interfere, owing to which poachers allege they cannot be punished; and 
the keeo?r J f b ™ g “ dlStailce of thirty-live miles from the Bush river it is impossible for 
the u C convey persons convicted to such a distance. This has occurred owing to 
Li. . . ’ | la c0ns tables having been done away with, on the appointment of the Consta- 

tate warrant ! ^ 1 W ° U d P r0 P° se ’ woaId be lor tbe Constabulary to execute all Magi^ 
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RIVER BANN. 

Coleraine, December 29, 1835. 

Examining Commissioner: — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — Messrs. Cromie and MacGildowney ; Douglas, Little, and Murphy. 

The Barm fishery has declined during the twenty years preceding this ; but the last season 
was a good one. Seventy-five tons of Salmon were taken this year. Forty tons may be 
the average produce. The large take of fish in' the last season is considered to be attri- 
butable to the Salmon not being able to enter the small rivers, as the waters were very low 
during the spawning season. The Bann fisheries were formerly more productive than those 
of the Foyle ; now the Foyle is a better fishing river. 

The rent paid for the Barm fishery is £750 a-year. 

In the Bann the fish are taken in weirs, and at the Cranna by a drag-net. There are no 
stake-nets in this river. 

The Salmon fishery in the Bann, and also the coast Salmon fishery, should commence 
and terminate together, at the periods fixed by law ; commencing on the 1st of February, 
and ending 1 2th of August. 

The mother fish enter the river in August, and in September, October, November, and 
December, deposit the spawn. A spawning bed is about two yards long, and eighteen 
inches broad ; it is generally about nine inches deep, and its length is with the stream. The 
fish work against the stream. The bed is chiefly formed by t.he male fish, and the female 
occasionally helps ; when the spawn is deposited it is covered with gravel, and the bed is 
completed in about five days from the time of commencing. It is so hard that a spade 
could scarcely penetrate it. The male fish is much scraped, and often cut, from working 
at the bed, and the female is very much spent. The female leaves the river before the 
male; many of the males remain to go with the fry to the sea. The fry run for the sea in 
March, April, and May, and return Grilse in June, Jul} - , and August, weighing from four 
to eight pounds each. The Salmon it is thought return to the river in which they are 
spawned. 

About £500 a-year is required for paying water-keepers and superintendents. Eighty 
men are required for the Bann and its tributary streams ; and at present the fishery proprie- 
tors pay that number on an average £5 each, and have superintendents who are paid about 
£20 each. The present protection is quite insufficient. 

JIjne sea and all fisheries which depend on the supply of the river, should be taxed to pay 
the expenses of water-keepers. The sea Salmon fishery at Port Rush yields to Lord 
Mark Kerr £315 a-year; and it appears but just that his lordship should contribute towards 
the protection of the river from which his fishery is supplied. 

Mr. Cromie thinks that Government should appoint superintendents, and that the pro- 
prietors of the fisheries should appoint water-keepers, the whole to be formed into a river 
police. 

One half of the fines levied to go to the keepers through whom imposed, the other half 
to the fund for paying the keepers. 

He does not consider the river to be sufficiently protected by the present system. As 
proprietor of a sea Salmon fishery, he would willingly contribute towards protecting 
the river. 

Mr. Little considers that from £100 to £150 a year would be a moderate recompense to 
persons of sufficient respectability for the trust of superintendence. 

'Die river fishing for Eels should not begin before the 5th of June, and should end on the 
1st of December, or at latest on the 1st of January. If the nets were put down early they 
would destroy Salmon fry." 

In July the Eels go to the sea, and on dark stormy nights the largest number is taken. 
On moon-light nights but few are caught ; none are taken by day. They are never taken 
but in their progress down the river to the sea. Those taken in the Bann weigh from half 
a pound to two pounds each. 

Eels never return to the river, and probably spawn in the sea; and as they have not any 
appearance of spawn when they leave the river, it is thought that the spawn forms after they 
reach the sea. The Eel fry ascend the river from the sea in April and May. 



EVIDENCE IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The river Bann is navigable four miles, from the sea to the Salmon-leap at Coleraine, 
and the tide flows the same distance. Its tributaries are, the Roe River, which rises in the 
county Derry, and falls into the Bann about four and a half miles above the weirs of Cole- 
raine, and which Salmon ascend three miles for the purpose of spawning ; the Agivey Ri- 
ver, which empties itself into the Bann about five miles above Coleraine, and which fish as- 
cend eight or nine miles ; the Claudy, which falls into into the Bann a little below the bridge 
of Port-Glenone, and which the fish ascend about nine miles, it is one of the best spawning 
rivers of the Bann’s tributaries; the Ballinderry river, flowing into Loch Neagh, an excel- 

"See answer of Alderman Copeland, M. P., in the annexed replies to queries, page 19- 
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lent spawning river, which the Dulaghans or black Trout* of LochNeagh ascend to s 
and in which the Salmon spawn between Coagh and Loch Neagh ; the Blackwater^ 3 "^’ 
which rises in the county Armagh and falls into Loch Neagh, and which fish ascend 
or five miles ; the upper Bann which runs into Loch Neagh, at the head of the Loci 
which fish likewise ascend to spawn ; the Main river which falls into Loch Neaeh * ^ 
Shane’s Castle, Lord O’Neill’s seat, and is one of the finest of the Bann’s tributaries 0 Jo ft? 
fish spawn in it in great numbers ; the Ballymoney river, which fish ascend three miles • d 
the Milltown river, which fish ascend two miles; also, Loch Neagh, one of the largest f °h 
water lakes in Europe, through which the upper Bann flows, entering the southern ext 
mity, traceable in its progress through the whole extent of the Loch, and forming the low 6 ' 
Bann or Bann Proper, then entering another lake called Loch Beg about six miles in c'^ 
cumference, which it passes through near the Eastern extremity, and thence running almost 
a smooth and level course, with only one or two rapids, until it reaches the Salmon l« Q v> 
Coleraine — (Alderman Copeland, M.P.) ™ leap at 

The rights of fishing in the Bann and on the coast adjoining, are private. The Londo 
Society have the right of fishing from the sea for four miles up the Bann. The Marquess 
of Donegal has the right from that upwards through Loch Beg and all Loch Neagh held 
under grants from the Crown exclusively. The Salmon fishery in the sea, near the mouth 
of the Bann, is held by me in right of an exclusive grant from the Marquess of Antrim 
dated 1668, purchased by my ancestors, and possessed ever since. There are also a great 
many Salmon fisheries for twenty miles along the coast, all held as exclusive fisheries be- 
yond the memory of man. — ( Mr. Henry O'Hara, of Portstewart.) 

The exclusive right of fishing in the river Main is claimed by the Earl O’Neill ( Alder- 
man Copeland , M.P.) ' K 

The rights of fishing in the Bann and Loch Neagh, are now vested in the same lessees 

There are not therefore any complaints of improper modes of fishing by other lessees ' 

(Mr. O'Hara.) 

Salmon are taken in the Bann, at the cuts of Coleraine, in weirs, and in the river below 
the cuts, with drag nets ; no other description of nets are used by the authorized fishermen. 
— (Alderman Copeland , M.P.) 

Stake nets might be erected on the lower part of the river, but as the right of fishino- to 
Coleraine is the same property, the stake net would only lessen the quantity offish taken in 
the weir at Coleraine. — (Mr. O'Hara.) 

The periods fixed by law for fishing in the river Bann, are from the 1st of February to 
the 12 th of August; but there is n • prescribed time for fishing in the sea. For a great 
many years the lessees of die river fishery, have generally fished a fortnight or more after 
the 12th of August. I think this law applies well to the Bann ; for although a great m^y 
clean good fish may be killed after the 1 2th of August, yet a great many red Salmon would 
also be killed, if the season were altered. — (Mr. O'Hara.) 

It would be preferable that the fishing should commence on the 1st of February and con- 
tinue to the 20th of August. There are not any Salmon taken until February, and they are 
m good season till near the end of August (Alderman Copeland, M. P.) 

Upon the north east coast of Ireland, Salmon begin to enter the rivers about the middle 
of February in very small numbers ; but although Salmon may get up to their spawning ri- 
ver early m summer, they do not spawn sooner than a certain season, say between October 
and Christmas. The great bulk of the spent fish coming down after spawning, appear in 
the Bann in the months of March and April {Mr, O'Hara.) 

_ There are no obstructions in the river Bann, but I understand there is a weir on the 
Biackwater, and one on the Main,' in the Earl O’Neill’s demesne at Shanes Castle, where a 
Kings Gap is not leftf. There is a King’s gap in the Salmon weir at Coleraine, but with- 
in these few years the lessees have put beams of wood across, which in a dry season must 
greatly obstruct the Salmon going up. 

I do not think any of the modes of fishing, hitherto practised in the River Bann, entirely 
obstruct the fisn in passing up or down the river. The illegal modes of fishing by poachers 
are many; such as hanging mesh nets across the dead water hi the small breeding rivers; 
fishing at night with lights and spear-gaffs; setting hoop-nets at mill races; also using 
draught-nets under the mill race walls ; and setting baskets or nets at the tails of mill-wheels 
to take fry and spent fish coming down (Mr. O'Hara.) 

lliere have been Scotch bag-nets placed in the sea for the last two years, too near the 
mouth of the Bann, which have materially injured the fishery of the river; and the Eel 
fisheries destroy many of the spawning fish — (Alderman Copeland, M. P.) 

It is usual in this linen-bleaching country, in order to raise the water for mills, to build 
a wall across the river; this would be no great obstruction, only that in a flood during the 
momentary delay of the fish, great numbers are killed in small' Hoop-nets fixed there for 
the purpose, and when the fish are going up, if the water is heavy, they fall back into the 
n . et \, ,, “ ere , 1S quite room enough for fry to pass down, if millers would not keep nets at 
the falls for them (Mr. O'Hara.) 

There are a great many obstructions in the tributaries of the Bann, particularly at the 
mills. Almost every device usual for obstructing Salmon is to be found in operation in the 
tributaries, and prove most injurious to the fishery ^-(Alderman Copeland , M. P.) 

* It is a singular feature in lhe Natural History of this Fish, that they generally deposit their spawn 
on e same fords as the Salmon, but do not interfere with the latter, as they spawn and leave the 
spawning ground before the Salmon commence. 

f See the Earl O’Neill’s answer page, 14. 
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The spearing of Salmon is practised to a great extent in all the tributary rivers of the 
Bann and Loch Neagh. The Salmon are also taken coming down after spawning, at the 
tail races of the mills ; as they are then weak and keep in light water (Mr. O'Hara.) 

The great proprietors of the Bann and Loch Foyle appoint what they call water- keepers, Protection of the 
selected chiefly from a class of people not to be depended on. They generally receive Fishery, 
from £5 to £10 per annum, and would probably do their duty well enough for their present 
wages provided they were protected in the execution of warrants against poachers. I think, 
however, that all owners of fisheries, public or private, in rivers or in the sea, should be 
taxed according to the value of each fishery, for providing a fund to be applied in preserv- 
ing the spawning Salmon — (Mr. O'Hara.) 

The Bann fishery has been decreasing for twenty years, till last year, when the produce Supply of Fisb- 
was larger than in the preceding years — (Alderman Copeland, M. P.) 

I should think that the Eel fishery of the River Bann is worth about £1200 a-year. — The Eel Fishery. 
(Mr. O'Hara.) 

The Eel fishery extends from Loch Neagh to Coleraine, an extent of thirty English 
miles, exclusive of Loch Neagh itself. It commences by law on the 1st of June, and con- 
tinues until the last day of February. From the immense quantity of Eel fry seen during 
the months of March, April, May, and June, ascending from the sea up the river, it is 
supposed that they must be bred in the sea, or mouth of the river, particularly as the larger 
Eels are caught in their descent to the sea, in the months of September, October, and No- 
vember. — (Alderman Copeland, M. P.) 

The present laws I think in many respects are sufficiently strong, but are not in effective Laws. 

• operation. 

I understand there are several laws in Scotland for the protection of Salmon, which are 
considered good, and would apply to this country. 

The occupiers of mills should be made liable to fine, if any thing for the obstruction or 
killing of Salmon be seen on their premises, which should be deemed to be with their 
.knowledge if found in the watercourse from the t.me it leaves the river to the mill, or in 
the waste or back sluice for letting off an over supply of water, or in the tail-race from the 
wheel to the river. They ought also to be made accountable for any net or other device 
used upon the carry or wall of stones which raises the river above the mill, as this is the 
place at which the fish are delayed, collect together in floods, and are killed in great number. 

Magistrates sometimes make an excuse that a water keeper being a witness and expecting 
generally some of the penalty, is not a competent witness. To remedy this, a clause 
should be made to enable an informer to be a witness ; it is done in many other Acts of 
Parliament, 

A certain penalty should be specified without leaving any discretionary power to the Ma- 
gistrate. 

I think the occupiers of land adjoining, or probably the occupiers of the whole town- 
land adjoining, the banks of the rivers w'here any net or other device is found set for ob- 
structing Salmon, should be made liable to a certain penalty, to be levied off the laud. 

The half of all penalties, after paying the expense of the prosecution, should go into 
die general fishery fund. 

I cannot help thinking that the great defect lies in the non-enforcement of even the pre- 
sent laws. A water-keeper may appear and give evidence, and convict; but the warrant 
cannot be executed : there is no constable o v public officer that the lower class either res- 
pect or stand in awe of ; and it is even difficult for a water-keeper to show himself upon the 
banks of some rivers ; he would be at least severely beaten. 

There ought to be an additional penalty or special fine attached to any persons ob- 
structing water keepers in the execution of their duty. 

If breeding Salmon were protected, it is ha ,- d to say to what extent the annual produce 
of the Riv Bann and Loch Foyle, with the coast fisheries in the neighbourhood, might 
incre ise. — fr. O'Hara.) 
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Londonderry, January 2, 1836. 
Examining Commissioner: — John Jagoe, Esq. 



Evidence o'' M. Yndrkw Bulst, Manager of tlie Salmon Fisheries in the Bann, Foyle, and Moy, 
formerly employed in the Salmon Fisheries of the Tay in Scotland. 



The Foyle fishery has considerably increased. Up to 1823 the average annual produce 
was only 40 Tons. From 1823 to the present time the annual average has been one hundred 
and forty tons The increase is ascribable to the use of stake-nets, improved fishing with 
drag-nets, 1 ro the better protection of the rivers in the spawning season. 

The inc - * >y the use of stake-nets has been at least from fifty to sixty tons : and the 

stake-net S non, bring a higher price, and are more marketable than those taken in the 
drag-nets. _ . 

Salmon taken in the sea are in better condition than those taken in the rivers, from 
the day Salmon get into the river, they are deteriorating, and in a month generally 
turn red. 

In the Tay the stake-nets injured the upper fisheries ; but as many Salmon were still 
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20 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

captured in the river, and sent to market. It would take some time to know how r v 
stake-nets might have been injurious ; as natural causes so often operate. ar ,he 

i he operation of natural causes cannot be accounted for. A great manv fish h v 
known to spawn in the Tay, and there has been a fine appearance of frv ■ vet .h" be ™ 
duce did not correspond with the expectation. r > y s tne pro- 

The Tay fishery has fallen off greatly in the last eight or nine years, though stake. - 
havenotbeen used in the river since 1817, when they were declared illegal by a Court 

If stake-nets be properly constructed, and attention be given to them thev ™ 
destroy either fry or small fish The fishermen should go into the chambers and tX 2“ 
fish out, a short time before the net dries, and then the foul fisli may be let go wiiha , • 
jury. he meshes should be cleared of weeds every tide, that no fry may be detained'!" 
the chambers ; and every mesh should be three inches between the knots on earl, c 
the square. 11 SIQe ot 

It is doubtful whether stake-nets should be allowed in rivers with narrow months . i ■ 
nvers hke the Foyle, having wide estuaries, they may be used with advantage. ’ “ 

Fishing m the Foyle should commence on the 1st of April, and end on the i« c 
September. lsl ot 

The stakes ought to be put down during the equinox in March; but the nets should „ * 
spread until the 1st April. u not 

Stake nets should be taken up in all rivers, and on sea coasts, during close time 
One of the Foyle pilots (No. 14.) observed, that it would be desirable to have ’the one 
Avard stakes left during the winter, as guides for the navigation of the Foyle. 

The expenses of protecting the Bonn, Foyle, and Moy, amount to £1500 or £1600 n 
year. Four hundred men are employed as water-keepers, and two hundred and twentv «« 
fishermen. v ^ 

At present many of the tributary streams are unprotected. 

In order to protect the fisheries in the rivers, all the proprietors of river fisheries and those 
who have Salmon fisheries on the sea coast, should be taxed. The assessment to be ar 
cording to the Quantity ot fish taken, and the interests of the various proprietors. 

It would lead to a better protection of the rivers, and be conducive to the peace of the 
country, if the Government were to appoint a superintendent with sufficient power to con- 
trol the water keepers, and conduct prosecutions. 

The constabulary, or some other local force, is necessary to aid in carrying the laws into 
execution, as it sometimes happens that bands of fifty or sixty poachers come down on the 
watei -keepers and attack them ; and smaller bands frequently come down. Therefore un- 
less there are efficient means of maintaining the laws, the fisheries cannot be preserved ’ 

In Scotland there is one superintendent on a river, and those under him are called river 
police. The superintendent .s paid £50 a year, and the water-keepers or police receive 
10s a week each when employed at home, and 14s. a week when employed al a d.k.svce 
IS i ot ^ tr ?“ blesome or expensive to protect a river in Scotland as in Ireland. The 

nearly equ Jto 4 Fr ^ ^ ^ WhiIe ° n tl,C Ba "" the char 8 e is 

the^r^r^ 1 ? “y Bam > , Fo J' lf ’ “ d Moy, is entirely paid by the lessees, with 
" £l t ° !>>' th , e at Port Rush. The Irish Society have placed 

some pei sons to protect their rights m Loch Fovle. J 1 

raWeive? Son f ° r the r "T F ? yie d Baira ’ and M"} 1 ’ is £I25 °- The Marquess of Done- 
TW, I, tr « 1 annum , fo j tb . e B ,f »• ab °' T ° the cut at Coleraine, and for Loch Neagh. 
™„T o «nnn ^ xT” ,n d i 6 , B “™> F °yl a . Moy, last year, amounted in Liver- 

■ ’! P™ >os tor to £i>000, Bristol to £400, In Glasgow to £550, in Dab- 
lintofoOO in London (pickled) to £400, and in the neighbourhood of the riversto£l,800. 

In the Bam. and Moy, for the last few years, the fishing has declined, except in 1835, 
which was a good season. 91 ’ 

proportion of the old fish and grilse taken in the Foyle generally, is one old fish to 
twenty grilse. In the Bran one old fish is taken for two grilse. 

the iwT* ale v ^“ir° l,S 1*0 * e /, sharies ; tllere should be a grating constantly keptin 
the dams to prevent the fry and foul fish from being destroyed. 6 1 r 

wLdt’ 1833 ’ and lS 34 eight hundred tons of ice were imported from Norway and 
Iceland, at a cost of about £1 1 5s. per ton. It is expected that the home supply will be 
neaily sufficient m 1836, as the number of ice houses has been increased. * * 3 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

Tributaries™^ ^ thAhririv^r r !lla y‘£ a * de h‘ om its mouth, between Greencastle and Magilligan Point, to 
, • . ° P . ondonderry, twenty miles ; and small craft or lighters ascend it from the 

K VVif * anal . at Strabane, eight miles, and to Castlefin, seventeen miles. The tides 
flow to Castlefin, which is thirty-five miles from Magilligan Point. The Foyle’s tributaries 
nC? 6 ’. r, th £ ® aln T ascend twelve miles,) and the Faughan, both flowing 
o tl e Lstuaiy of the Foyle— the former near Magilligan Strand, and the latter near 
Lulmoie Fort ; the Dermot, falling into the Foyle six miles above the bridge of Derry, 
and which the Salmon ascend five or six miles ; the Mourne, joining the Foyle above Lif- 
or li ge , t le erg, (which the Salmon ascend nineteen miles,) rising in the county of 
onegal, and emptying itself into the Mourne, five miles above Strabane ; the Moumebeg, 
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pining the Derg two miles above Castlederg, and which Salmon ascend about seven miles 
— the Derg and Mournebeg are the finest spawning grounds of the Foyle’s tributaries ; the 
Killin Burn, which Salmon ascend four miles; the Glen Deragin Burn, and Leheny Burn, 
which Salmon ascend two miles — (these Burns empty themselves into the Derg) ; also, the 
Stride, (an excellent spawning river,) which joins the Monterloney about half a mile above 
Newtown-Stewart, and extends to Omagh; the Cappagh Burn, Porr Drumragh, and Cam- 
mon Rivers, in which a great many fish spawn; the Drumnakilly Burn, Berach, Braea, BaUy- 
nahally, Whiggery, and Fintona, all breeding streams ; the Monterl mey, (joining the Derg 
about five miles above Strabane,) and the Glanelly, first-rate spawning grounds ; the Gor- 
ten or Owenreagh, which a great many fish ascend ; also, the Fin, (the spawning ground 
of which extends five miles,) rising in Loch Fin, county Donegal, and joining the Mourne 
near Lifford bridge, where they form the Foyle ; the Upper Fin, (possessing seven miles 
of spawning ground,) and llilean, the latter rising in Loch Swineback, to which fish ascend 
to spawn; and the Dale, rising in the county Donegal, falling into the Foyle about a mile 
below Lifford, and containing five miles of spawning ground. 

The Derg, Stride, and Fin, are the three principal rivers in which fish spawn. The prin- 
cipal lakes are, Loch Derg, ten miles in circumference, and Loch Mourne, one mile and 
a-half long and three quarters of a mile broad ( Mr. Andrew Buist.) 

The Irish Society, under a patent, possess an exclusive right to all the fisheries from the Proprietorship and 
deep sea at Innishowen Head to the town of Lifford ; and have all the Bishop’s fisheries (by Rights. 

Act of Parliament) in the Foyle, Mourne, Fin, Derg, Faughan, and Roe ( Alderman 

Copeland , M.P.) 

All the Salmon Fisheries now in the Foyle belong to the Irish Society, except one small 
fishery (a little below the bridge of Lifford,) which the Marquess of Abercorn and the Earl 
of Erne have occupied for some time past. — {Mr. Buist.) 

An action has lately been decided in favour of the patentees {Alderman Copeland.) 

The Rev. Mr. Staples, Rector of Moville, has been contending for the right of taking 
Salmon in Loch Foyle, and has been using bag or purse nets for the purpose ; but the 
Irish Society having disputed his right, a verdict has been obtained against him {Mr. Buist.) 

The persons having the land on each side of the rivers or lakes, sometimes call in ques- Right of entering 
tion the right of the fishermen to haul boats on their shores, or walk along the banks; but I Lands on Rivers' 
have never heard of these interferences being carried the length to interrupt or injure the Banks, 
fisheries. Some of the land proprietors are of late years trying to establish a claim to a cer- 
tain number of fish, as compensation for fishing on their ground, which we have taken care 
not to grant in that way, although we usually allow them some fish as rent of the huts 
required for the accommodation of the fishermen during the fishing season. As the lessees 
of the Foyle fisheries have ground of their own for drying and spreading their nets, their 
right of doing so on lands belonging to others cannot be said to be properly tried, or called 
in question — {Mr. Buist.) 

By the 3d Geo. III., chap. 35, section 4, the season for fishing in the Foyle is from the Season for fishing. 
1st February to the 1st September ; but the middle of March would be early enough for 
commencing {Alderman Copeland, M.P) 

The forbidden time is rigidly observed ; and the fishing is not commenced until April, 
except at some of the small fisheries in the upper part of the Fin. 

No alteration should be made in the period wnen the fishing closes, (1st September,) 
but it might prove a benefit to .he Foyle fishery, were the fishing not to begin uutil the 1st 
of March, or even 1st April, as there appear to be very few* Spring or early Salmon in the 
Foyle ; and commencing in March or April would give an opportunity for the spent Salmon 
to return to the sea unmolested after spawning. 

The months in which the greater number of Salmon proceed up the rivers to spawn, are 
September, October, November, December, and even January and February. Clean 
fish (Season Salmon) which escape the nets in the summer months, and lie in deep pools or 
under the projecting banks of the rivers until they have deposited their spawn, (for clean 
fish never ascend certain streams when the waters are flooded in wet seasons,) return sooner 
to the sea, than those which are weeks or months later in reaching the spanning ground. 

It is frequently supposed that a male fish returns back to the sea shortly after the spawn is 
deposited, but that the females (where there are deep pools for shelter ana protection,) near 
the fords wait until the fry rise from the spawning beds, and return with their brood to 
the sea. This conjecture is borne out by the fact, that in large rivers, such as the Tay in 
Scotland, after rain in the spring months, when the water is slightly swelled, the mother or 
female fish are found descending in hundreds, and are often taken in the cobble or draught 
nets, while scarce a male fish is found among them : in the Foyle, among the numbers oi 
spent fish taken with the stake nets in April, the great majority are females. But as many 
of the tributaries of the Foyle are shallow streams, the natural instinct of the Salmon makes 
them seek for shelter after spawning in the wide and extensive estuary of Loch Foyle. It is 
only reasonable to think that the first which spawn are first down to the sea, and of course 
soonest in condition ; but the length of time the fish take to recover, and to be in proper 
condition after they return to the sea is not so well ascertained. However, I have b&eu 
assured by an experienced stake-net fisher in the Tay, that having caught a spent fish on 
its way to the sea, near Dundee, and marked it, this fish was captured again in good con- 
dition, within three weeks or a month, in another net, near the same place — (Mr. Buist.) . 

Salmon are taken in the Foyle from the bridge of Derry to the sea, with stake nets; from ;locJea of * I&hin S* 
the bridge of Derry upwards to near the canal of Strabane, with draught, drag or cobble 
nets, used in large boats, each manned with a crew of fifteen men ; and in the upper part, 
where the stream is divided by an island above the canal of Strabane, the fish are taken with 
a smaller net and cobble, usrd in a small boat, by a crew of from six to eight men. 
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Modes of Fishing. The Rev. Mr. Staples, rector of Moville, has been fishing of late years with bacr o 

nets; but the Irish Society disputed his right of fishing, and have recently obtained a vF*?* 
which it is supposed will not be set aside. ver aict 

At the small fisheries in the upper part of the Foyle, under the Marquess of Abercon k 
small draught nets are used. ra ’ 

There are also two small weirs or cruives on the Fin, near Castlefin, but verv « i 
killed in them. ’ 7 tew fish «e 

The stake nets are constructed by placing poles (from twelve to eighteen feet lone) i th 
sand, at certain distances ; and on these the netting is stretched across, from the m-oundt 
the height to which the spring tides flow. There are various chambers in these°nets f 
detaining the fish until low water, when they are taken out ; and if any spent or foul Safin** 
are in the net, they are allowed to escape : these are generally found for a week or two aft° U 
the nets are set in April, but seldom at any other time. 

The meshes of the stake-nets are so wide, and being always distended, as tight as 
drum,” the Salmon fry or small fish are seldom or never found in the nets, unless -whe* 
the loWer tiers of netting in the inner chambers get stopped with sea weed ; but as the 
nets are regularly cleaned every tide, nothing but the grossest carelessness ever occasions 
a single fry to be destroyed in stake nets. 

The stake-nets in the Foyle belonging to the lessees of the fisheries, are always taken 
up at the close of the fishing season, (1st September,) and might be taken up a fortnight 
or three weeks earlier, as they seldom pay the expense of keeping them set at the latter 
end of the season, the fish inclining more to keep the deep or remain in the upper fisheries 
where other nets are used. The spawning time being then approaching, the fish are watching 
the first floods, to go forward to the spawning grounds. ° 

The draught or drag-nets in the fishing stations above the oridge of Derry, are from 90 to 
140 yards in length, and from 5 to 7 yards deep, with float rope buoyed with cork wood, 
and ground rope of the same thickness, having small flat stones for sinkers placed at certain 
distances. The meshes of these nets are two inches from knot to knot in the square, or 
what is perhaps better known by a four inch mesh. In the bosom, the meshes are of a 
smaller size, being only 2£ to 3 inches, stretched. 

It being generally the month of April before the draught-net fishing commences, there 
is scarcely a single spent fish taken in these nets ; as the latest period at which the spent 
fish leave the smaller streams in their descent to the sea, is the beginning of April ; and 
when any of these fish happen to be caught in the nets of the Dish Society’s lessees they 
are put back again into the river. J 



Illegal modes. 



Salmon Fry. 



Obstructions and 
Injuries. 



However as there are several small fisheries in the upper branches of the Foyle, over 
which the lessees have no control, and at which fishing is usually commenced in February, 
when the legal season opens, undoubtedly there must be a number of spent lish in the diffe- 
rent deep pools of these rivers, and there can be little doubt that the foul fish will be killed 
with as little ceremony as the clean. 

By cross lines many spent fish are killed in the rivers Mourne, Derg, Strule, and Fin. 

1 here are no illegal modes of taking Salmon used in the river Foyle by the lessees of the 
Irish Society s fisheries ; nor am I aware that any are used at the small fisheries in the 
upper parts of the river. 

b ishing for Salmon fry, with rods, must be injurious, as the same fry that afford a xnomen- 
tary ^gratification in angling, would in two or three months return full grown “ Summer 
fish,” of from six to ten lbs. weight each, thus affording fully one hundred times m re food 
to the country, than when destroyed in this early stage of their growth, which surely is pur- 
chasing sport at too dear a rate. 

Salmon fry are never seen in the stake-nets of the river Foyle, except when the lower 
or ground tier of the netting gets stopped with sea weed ; but as they have plenty of water 
to swim in, until relieved when the nets are cleaned, which is generally every tide, there 
need not he a single fry destroyed by the stake-nets, unless through gross carelessness. 

1 he fry appear in March, and sometimes February, but they are. seen in greatest plenty 
m April and May ; they usually disappear about the beginning of June. 

There are no sea weirs in Loch Fovle similar to the Herring weirs or “ Yairs,” on the 
west coast of Scotland, which often occasion much destruction of Herring fry, &c. ; and I 
am not aware that any thing but Salmon, Grilse, or Trout, are taken in' the weir on the 
river Fin (Mr. Buhtt.) 

Numbers ot Salmon and Fry are said to be destroyed at Mills. 

flux is steeped in various places along the tributaries, and the water running from flax 
dams into the rivers, is most injurious. The law prohibits the steeping of flax in the rivers^ 
it ought also to require that water of flax-dams shall be wasted at the dams. 

Torch lights, Listers, Spears, are used by poachei-s. 

In the tributary streams, gi-avel is taken for roads axxd gardens, which is injurious to the 
fisheries. 



Rod fishing is injurious ; but ixx order to px’event worse consequences, no notice is taken of 
Anglei’s, as they may check poachers ; it is better not to be too strict with sportsmen.— 
( Alderman < opt land, M.P.) 

It would occupy too much space to detail the various obstructions in the spawning rivers, 
which prevent the free passage of the Salmon fry, especially mill darns, which occasion the 
greatest injury to the fisheries. 

I am not aware that the weed called spurge, or that lime, or any, noxious ingredients, 
are intentionally used for destroying Salmon or fry. In dry seasons the steeping of flax 
occasions great destruction. In 1835, several hundred Salmon and Trout were found dead 
in the tributary streams. 
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Owing to the efficiency of the water-keepers there are seldom any attempts made now to 
spear Salmon on the spawning fords in protected rivers, but on some of the upper and smaller 
streams which protection has not yet reached, it is still practised with impunity to a great 
extent. Lights are generally used in November, December and January, when the fish are 
found in greatest abundance in the spawning fords. 

The digging or dredging for sand or gravel in the beds of rivers or streams, if done on 
gravel fords where the fish are spawning, or are known to spawn, must certainly be inju- 
rious to the breed of fish, but if only shifting gravel be taken, it cannot injure the fishing, 
as it is a well ascertained fact that Salmon are never known to spawn in soft ground, liable 
to be carried away, or disturbed by every “ Spet" or rising of the water after rain. 

The practice of dredging or trawling for flat fish has prevailed in Loch Foyle, below Cul- Trawlin® in Loch 
more, for some years past by strangers who have no right to fish in that estuary, as the right Foyle. ° 
exists exclusively in the Irish Society, and their lessees ; but supposing that it were public 
fishing ground, I think that for the protection and increase of fish which supply food to the 
country, the breeding of fish should be protected when they enter bays and rivers for the 
purpose of depositing their spawn. 

Although we have several steam vessels in the river Fovle, I do not consider the fishing Steam Vessels, 
in the smallest degree injured by their passing up or down the river ; for allowing that they 
come in contact with a shoal of Salmon, it may momentarily disperse the shoal and make 
the fish fly while the water is agitated, but so soon as the waves subside, the fish unite again, 
and proceed to their destination (Mr. Buist.) 

There are not any Eel fisheries in the Foyle or its tributaries (Mr. Buist.) Eel Fisheries. 

The Irish Society have conservators and water-keepers, but the Establishment is not yet Protection of the 
completed. The situation is not a popular one; and none but respectable persons will be em- Fisheries, 
ployed. The lessees have similar officers and servants ( Alderman Copeland , M.P .) 

There are one hundred and twenty regular water-keepers appointed and paid by the lessees. 

The water-keeping may be considered effective, so far as it exteuds, but there are extensive 
mountain districts which may be said to be almost wholly unprotected, owing first to the 
heavy additional expense it would occasion, and in the next place to the difficulty of procur- 
ing proper water-keepers, as in some of these districts poachers have been allowed to conti- 
nue their illegal practices, so long undisturbed that they look upon any of their neighbours 
turning water-keepers as traitors, and persecute not only those who might be willing to en- 
list in the service of the fisheries, but their families also. In some excellent spawning rivers, 
the lessees cannot prevail on a single individual to act as water-keeper ; and thus the Salmon 
are left the undisputed and undeserved prey of marauders whose motto is “asticlt out of the icood 
or a fish out of the water , is neither sin or crime." These illegal practices have been so long 
carried on with impunity, that many of the smaller classes of farmers and decent people too 
in their other relations of life, if they do not actually take part in poaching themselves, look 
on without dissatisfaction or disapprobation, at the practices prevailing around them. 

With respect to the payment of water-keepers, it would certainly be but fair that those 
who reap the benefit, either as landlords or tenants of the fisheries in the rivers, and on the 
sea coast nearest to the rivers, should be assessed according to the interests they hold in the 
fisheries, in such a sum as would be sufficient to defray the expense of having the breeding 
rivers properly protected — say the proprietor in one half, and the lessees in the other, where 
leases have been granted within the last seven years ; but where, as in the case of the Irish 
Society, the leases have been of longer endurance, and the rent is considered moderate, the 
lessees should pay a larger proportion. The rate of assessment ought to be allocated, not 
by the rent, but according to the value or number of Salmon taken on an average of seven 
years in the different fishings. 

The water-keepers are paid in this district, from the 1st of May to the 1st of September, 
in equal instalments, which is found to suit very well. 

The Irish Society, in consequence of various encroachments on the rights of fishing in 
Loch Foyle, below Culmore, have appointed conservators under Captain Stewart ol' the 
Ballast Office, Vice Admiral of the district of coast over which the Society have control ; 
but they have had too short a trial to pass an opinion on their efficiency — (Mr. Buist.) 

There is an idea diligently circulated, that as Providence sends Salmon for his creatures, 
the laws of man cannot prevent the free use of them. Therefore, although the Magistrates 
oppose poaching, their opposition is unpopular. 

Poaching is very tempting with the lower orders, who would prefer even sick Salmon 
with their potatoes to sour milk or salt Herrings. — (Alderman Copeland , M.P.) 

The greater part of the Salmon taken by the Lessees of the Irish Society are sold fresh Markets, 
in the Liverpool and Manchester markets. Some are pickled in vinegar, and sent in kits 
to the London market; some are sent fi-eshto Glasgow regularly, and to the Bristol market 
occasionally. The home market is kept supplied also, there being a public place of sale 
adjoining the Derry fish-market, where the supplies of the day are regularly brought from 
the nearest stake-nets, and sold almost alive to those who call for them ; besides, there are 
hawkers, who purchase fish at the Brookhall and Gribbin stations of the lessees fisheries, 
and sell them through the country. 

The prices, in 1835, averaged in Liverpool 6d. per lb., and in Derry id. per lb. 

The fish are exported to Liverpool, Glasgow, Bristol, and Dublin, fresh, in boxes con- 
taining about fifteen Salmon, weighing 90lbs. in each box, packed with ice. They are 
sent to London boiled and pickled with vinegar, in kits weighing about 40lbs. gross, which 
bring in their market from 16s. to 18s. a kit. It has also been the practice to pre- 
serve, in tin canisters, ten or twelve tons of Salmon, the greater part of which were sent to 
Liverpool, to be sold for foreign consumption. This was not done in 1835, but it wil 
in 1836. 
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The ice used in the Foyle Fisheries is generally collected in the district, but in iaqo 
1833, and 1834, the lessees had to import it. The cost of imported ice requisite to ] 
the Moy, Bann, and Foyle, when the supply fails in this country, may be estimated at/lS 
or £1500 annually. uu 

Salting the Salmon is seldom resorted to in any extent, except when there is a deficien 
of ice. In 1834 a considerable quantity was salted, which brought a very low price 
M. per lb. It is generally used in that state for home- consumption, or is sent to the Fn 
lish market — (Mr. Buist.) n S' 

Produce of the The product of the Foyle Salmon Fisheries has increased very much within the last t 
Foyle Fisheries, years, (as shown in the following Tables,) in consequence of the introduction of stake-nets! 

and an improved mode of fishing with draught-nets ; also by establishing a more vigilant and 
effective system of water-keeping. 5 a 



TABLE, No. 1, — Showing the Produce of the Foyle Fishery for Sixteen Years previous to the 
introduction of the Stake Nets. 









Weight. 




Vop r , 


Number of 












Salmon. 


Tons. 


cwt,. 




lbs. 


1808 


14,837 


37 


1 


3 


13 


1809 


14,413 


36 




2 


19 


1810 


17,145 


42 


17 


1 




1811 


9,601 


24 






8 


1812 


19,285 


48 


4 


1 


1 

1 


1813 


14,375 


35 


18 


3 


1814 


18,434 


46 


1 


2 


27 


1815 


20,630 


51 


11 


2 


1816 


17,624 


44 


1 






1817 


16,644 


41 


12 




25 


1818 


17,860 


44 


13 




1819 


23,334 


58 


6 


2 




1820 


18,930 


47 


5 


6 




1821 


11,490 


28 


14 








22,816 


57 








1823 


20,384 


50 


19 




26 


Gross Produce ) 












of the sixteen > 


277,802 


694 


9 


3 


28 | 



Annual average Produce of the Foyle, for the sixteen 
Nets, 17,363 Salmon — 43 tons, 8cwt. Oqrs. 14 lbs. 



years previous to the Introduction of Stake 



TABLE, No. 2. Showing the Produce of the Foyle Fishery for the last Nino Years, when the Stake Nats were 
in full operation. 



Years. 


Number of Sal 
mon taken in 
'Stake Nets. 


Weight taken in Stake 
Nets. 


Number of Sal 


Weight of Salmon taken 
in Draught Nets. 


Total Produce 
taken in 
the Foyle. 


Total Weight of Salmon 
taken in the Foyle. 


Tons 


cwt,. 


qrs. [ lbs. 


Draught Nets. 


Tons 


ewts 


- 


lbs. 


Tons 


cwts. 


qrs. 


lbs. 


1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

Gross Prod nee - ) 
of the last [ 
Nine Years f 


13,911 

13,070 

9,770 

30,957 

23,267 

31,497 

20,757 

20,575 

22,344 

186,148 


46 

39 

27 

87 

56 

89 

54 

51 

58 

511 


19 

9 

11 

1 

2 

15 

3 

17 

3 


1 16 
... 19 
1 2 
7 

1 13 

1 

2 14 
1 6 

3 124 


32,090 

37,536 

23,000 

35,096 

39,293 

32,950 

29,580 

33,173 

33,562 


80 

93 

57 

92 

98 

87 

76 

83 

S5 


4 

6 

10 

14 

4 

7 

11 

18 

5 


2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 


*6 

*6 

18 

27 
16 

28 


46,001 

50,606 

32,770 

66,053 

62,560 

64,447 

50,337 

53,748 

55,906 


127 

132 

85 

179 

154 

177 

130 

135 

143 


3 

15 

1 

15 

7 

2 

15 

15 

9 


3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 


16 

25 

2 

13 

1 

1 

11 

22 

10* 


3 .. 0t 


296,280 


755 


4 




11 


482,428 


1266 


7 


- 


m 



140tonsf Hct?? Tqrs^HMbs 6 F ° yle for thelastnine ? ear3 » since Stake Nets were introduced, 53,603 Salmon- 



Laws. 



forgoing calcuations are in conformity to the ancient and usual mode practised in the 
North of Ireland, of allowing 301bs. to the quarter, and 120 lbs. to the cwt— (Mr. Buist.) 

G '°- 11 ’ in regard to the protection of the fish during close time, is found to 
u°! v ye , arid li onstables and Police would be obliged to assist in carrying the enact- 
dreaded 10 lt "' oultl be desirable. The Police will not assist, unless violence is 

There are special enactments relative to the Foyle Salmon Fishery, but a general act 
might suffice, if the middle of March were the period to commence. 

shery in Loch Svvilly (the Lennon or Rathmelton) is said to possess fish always in 
ason, by law. Inis is a protection to poachers, enabling them to sell Salmon when fish- 
ing is generally prolnbited„(dl*man Copeland, M.P.) 
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THE DONEGAL RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The Lennon is navigable from its mouth, where it joins Loch Swfflv, to the town of 
Rathmelton, a distance of three or four miles, up which the tide flow's; and above the 
highest flow Of the tide, are the Salmon cuts or traps. The river has its soiree in he 
western mountains of Donegal, runs first into the Late of Gotten, then ate a comae 
ofa few miles enters Loch Fin, and tlience runs another course of eight miles, to Loch 

The fishery of the Lennon is the exclusive right of Sir James Stewart, Bart., by patent 
The produce of the fishery has gradually increased for some years, in consemence of 
the facility given to the breeding fish, m ascending to the spawning beds, and tl?e protec- 
tl0 T °^- t L. e fj Ver , dur i n s tlie tim ® °1 spawning. — (Mr. James Watt.) 

, tides the Lackagh River is navigable for vessels drawing ten feet water, and 

ntpn de about fi T ve bu " d , red yards above Lackagh bridge. Its tributaries are the 

th^riT^ 5 p e . adin & fr° m L°ch Glenveagh, and a branch stream called the Callaber; also 
n ? , G en . Locb » ^ ocil ^It* Loch Glenveagh, and several smaller lakes. The 

propei ty in the fishery is entirely private, from the Black Rocks to the heads of all the 

WravofTd? p aCka t gh ’ ^ d . isbeld b T. M '- Hai-t ’ from original patentee Mr. 

S TU Thehshery has dimmished this year, (1836) ; but I do not know the 
ca^e , I beheve the failure is general on the Donegal coast.- (Mr. Hart.) 

1 he Baliynass River is navigable for two mdes at high water, and is affected by the tide 

OlphmTof M^ne^ bylatenl ® ^ *** 

There is in this vicinity another river called the Raye, in which there is a great quantity 
£ ? a t° n ca 5 ght * I V S 1 un P rote( : ted > owin g to so many proprietors having property along 
its hanks, and none of them paying proper attention to its preservation. This valuable 
river is now entirely in the hands of poachers ; and there can be no doubt, that if it were 
properly preserved, it would possess a most profitable fishery, as the Salmon caught in it 
best quahty, end considering its present unprotected state, are very abundant. 
Ihe Baliynass fishery has decreased m consequence of the mother fish being constantly 
bj P ° acherS m the breedin S season — (Lieut. JPGladery , R. N., and Messrs. 

The Guidore is navigable for one mile for vessels of sixty tons, and the tide flows un 
about three and a half miles. The Claddy River flows into it about a mile and a half from 
its mouth; and a small stream which turns a mill joins it about half a mile higher up. The 
tjuidore River has its source in Loch Anure, which is a beautiful lake three miles long 
distant seven miles from the mouth of the river. The source of the Claddy River is Dim- 
lughy Lake, three miles in length, distant about five miles from the point of its confluence 
with the Guidore. 

The fishery is church property, and a great many persons are concerned in it. I believe 
the produce has diminished, and that the Salmon are on an average smaller than they were 
owing of course to the small number of fish which are allowed to proceed to the spawning 

places, and the havoc made among them when there {Lieut. Penfold , R. N.) ° 

The Guibarra River is navigable about seven miles, and the tide flows up about ten 
m 7pu' fisher y is private property; and the produce of it has increased. 

The River Tryenach, which lies about one and a half mile N. E. of Guibarra, abounds 
with Salmon ; but the people in the neighbourhood are so poor that they are unable to fit 
up weirs or purchase nets to take them. They have sometimes caught considerable quan- 
tities of Salmon and white Trout with herring-nets. The Marquess of Conyngham is pro- 
prietor of the land — (Mr. Carey, C. G. 0.) r 

The estuary near Ardara is called Lochrismore, and the tide flows up to the Salmon 
boxes on the Rivers Onea, and- Owentocher. There are several lakes on the course of the 
two rivers, the largest are lakes Eea and M'Hugh. The right of fishing in the estuary and 
rivers is private property ; and the fishery has rather decreased, owing to the extent of 
poaching principally by torch-lights, while the fish are on the spawning beds.— (Mr. 
Nesbitt.) v 

The River Eaney is navigable for boats about one mile. Its fisheries are private pro- 
perty, held by patent ; and their produce has diminished in the last seven years, in conse- 
quence of poachers draughting for Salmon in the bay, within and beyond the limits to 
which the proprietors’ right extends — ( The Rev. A. Montgomery of Inver) 

Ihe river Esk is navigable from the Black Rock at Durin,upto the Bridge of Donegal. 
Ihe tide' sometimes flows to a great height in winter, and extends up the river half a mile 
above the bridge of Donegal. The name of this part of the river, from the Black Rock to 
Donegal, is called the Donegal River. 

The only river or stream flowing into the river Esk is the Driminy River, which joins 
it near the town of Donegal. This part of the river, from Donegal to the Lake, goes under 
the name of the River Esk. The only lake is called Loch Esk, and there are two small 
streams running into the lake from the mountains, in which Salmon deposit their spawn, 
Rarnass River, and Corrabor River, the last of which was obliged to be given up, as it 
was impossible to have it protected. 

The fishery of the river and its tributaries is the private property of the Earl of Arran, 
held by patent. 1 * 3 

D 
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An estuary which joins the Donegal River, called the Murvagh, where a number of 
Salmon and Trout are taken, is claimed by Mr. Hamilton, who has, however, no titl 
but custom and old usage, but the claim has not been disputed by the Earl of Arran & 
The fishery of the Esk has diminished, in consequence of the constant practice of fish ins- 
in the sea, off Durin and St. John ’s Point, and the practice of poaching in the Rivers at night 
— (Mr. Adair.) * l ’ 

River Erne. The River Erne is navigable to Ballyshannon, three miles, for vessels drawing twelve 

feet water ; from Ballyshannon to Belleek it is rapid and not navigable ; from Belleek t 
Loch Erne, its source, three miles, it is navigable for boats and flats. The Abbey Rfr 
an inconsiderable stream, is the only one joining the main river, into which Salmon ^ 
Trout pass. The fishery is held by charter, with the manor and lordship of Ball° r 
shannon. There was a privilege of taking Salmon at Belleek, annexed to the C-isrl" 
Caldwell estate ; but this right has been demised in perpetuity to the Conolly familv * 
whom the entire right of fishing for Salmon and Trout is now vested. There is no con 1 ' 11 

derable increase or diminution in the produce of the fishery (Mr. Lipsett.) SI ~ 

Seasons. In the Leunon or Rath melton River, Salmon are known to be in season all the ve 

and a right of fishing in it at all times of the year is granted by Acts of the 8 th Geo. T’ 
31st Geo. II., and 3rd Geo. III. However, in the months of August, September and 
October, the river is opened, and every facility given to the free passage of breeding fish 
to the spawning beds. No alteration is desired. Salmon ascend the rivers to spawn in 
August, September, and October, and return to the sea in five or six weeks after spawn 
ing. — (Mr. Watt.) 1 

. The Lackagh fishing is in season all the year ; and the only change desired is an altera- 
tion of the local laws of the English and Irish markets, so as to allow good Salmon to be 
sold at all periods in Liverpool, Glasgow, Derry, Dublin, &c. Salmon ascend the river 
from the sea, at all times during the year, and generally return in February, and until 
April. I suspect the fish returning in April are those which produce the winter fish and 
those of February produce, the summer fish. — (Mr. Hart.) 

Fishing for Salmon in Ballynass river commences on the 1st of January, and ends about 
the 12th of August. Salmon ascend from the sea to spawn, in the latter end of August- 
but the period at which they come down is uncertain, as it depends on freshes in the river 
Perhaps they are m condition in January.— {Lieut. M l Gladery , 11. N., and Messrs 



The period fixed for fishing in the Guidore river is from the 17th of March to the 12th 
of August, but the fish seldom enter the river till May, except an odd one. The river is 
fished sometimes a month later than the 1 2 th of August. I do not see any necessity for making an 
alteration m the prescribed season; and it would be good for the parties concerned if they 
were compelled to confine themselves to it. Salmon proceed up the river from the middle 
oi March to the beginning of September, and return to the sea in September and October.- 
(Lieut. Penfold , R.N.) 

In the Guibarra river, fishing for Salmon is commenced generally in the month of May, 
Salmon ascend to spawn m November, and return again in February.— (Mr. Carey.) 

In the Ardai-a rivers there are periods fixed for beginning and ending the fishing, but they 
are not attended to ; as Salmon and trout are taken occasionally during the winter and 
spring, and m good condition. Salmon are going op the rivers every month in the year, 
and spawn at different periods, principally in October. They return to the sea about Fe- 
(llflteMt SUppOSed *° be a ®““ m season in alrout three months after spawning— 

In the Eaney, fishing commences in May and terminates in August. Salmon go up the 
river in May, June, July August, and September, and return in December and January, 
limy are m condition m the beginning of May—(r/ ie Rev. Mr Mvvlqomerv) 
l isinng m the Esk and Donegal rivers is continued from the middle of the month of 
April to the 1st of September. No alterations are required. In September the Salmon 
enter the river to spawn, and in January they begin to return to the sea; they are again in 
condition about the 1st of May (Mr. Adair.) J 

i , Th r e £ in i ie f ° r fishh ? g , Sal !, no . n in the riv er Erne (or Ballyshannon river,) is from the 
st of February to the 12th of August, prescribed specially by the Act 31st Geo. II., cap. 
io, and tins Act is amended with reference to this river, by the Act 3rd Geo. III., cap. 35, 
which prohibits angling in it before the first of May. The fishing does not generally com- 
mence until the end of April, and it terminated last season on the 12th of August. I do 
no. consider that it would answer any good purpose to make anv alterations in the periods 
now prescribed by law. Ike Salmon are on their passage from the sea from April to Novem- 
bei but riiey seldom pass out of the lake into the tributary rivers to spawn, until the first 
Moods m November, and that month, December, and the early part of January, form the 
spawning time ; however, a great proportion of the Salmon deposit the spawn in the main 
I* 1 ’ an c< ? no . t §° s °f ar up as the lake. The female moves back to the sea as soon as she 
x as spawned, the male remaining a little longer. They are in greatest plenty going down 
about the second week m January, and are all down by the 1st of May. They return from 
A r n , , f P . , . the sea in about three months, in high condition (Mr. Lipsett .) 

Slmle, of Fishing. In ihe Lennon or Hathmelton rivir, Salmon are taken Ling winter, in weirs, traps, or 
boxes, above the flowing 0 f the tide, and during April, May, June, and July, in the es- 
tuaiy or ; -ea, with drag or sweep-nets. During nine months the weirs are closed to pre- 
vent Salmon passing ; but m August, September, and October, there is a free passage.— 

Stake-nets are not used in the river Lennon (Mr. Watt.) 

in the Lackagh, Salmon are taken in weirs and with drag-nets. Stake-nets have been 
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tried, but owing to the clearness of the water, and shifting sands, they did not answer- 
Above the flow of the ttde there ts a weir which is open from Saturday night to Monday 
morning, The weir is continually open from September to November— ( Mr. Hart 1 

In the Ballynass river the Salmon are taken with drag-nets. There are not any weirs. 

Stake-nets are not used.— {Lieut. M‘ Gladery, and Messrs. Olphert ) 

In the Guidore the only mode of catching Salmon is with drag-nets, of which there are 
but two. After the proper season, a loop is used at the leap. There are not any weirs. 

J ie °" ly „ sta J®; net SGt Up here Was destr °y ed before a second fish was caught .-(Lieut. 

Pen fold, K. IS.) a \ 

In the Guibarra river Salmon are taken in weirs and drag-nets. The weirs have an 
open passage, when the fishing season is over. Stake-nets are not used (Mr. Caret/.) 

In the Ardara rivers Salmon are taken with weirs and drag-nets. An embankment is 
made of loose stones, and a Salmon box is placed in the deepest part of the current— 

I here is no passage left m the weirs until the fishing season is over ; but durino- hi ah water 
and floods the fish can get easily over the embankment. There are not any stake-nets 
used — (Mr. Nesbitt.) 

In the Eaney river Salmon are taken with draught nets. There are not any weirs or 
stake-nets — ( The Rev. Mr. Montgomery.) 

In the Esk and Donegal river the only mode of taking Salmon is with a weir, a little 
above the bridge of Donegal; and lower down the river near the sea with stake-nets and 
a draught net. The weir has not a King’s gap but extends all across the river, above the 
bridge of Donegal, and is closed from the middle of April to the 1st of September ; it is ' 
open during the remainder of the season (Mr. Adair.) 

In the Erne river Salmon are taken in three weirs, a stake-net and two drag or trammel 
nets. The weirs entirely obstruct the passage of the Salmon, and are closed during the 
whole of the fishing season, but the great body of the w^ter of this river flows down the 
fall or Salmon leap, which is about three hundred feet wide, and where there is not an 
obstruction, which precludes the necessity of having a King’s gap. The stake-net is fixed 
or set on the strand where the tide flows and ebbs, and close to the channel or main course 
of the river in which fish have a free passage at all times. This net is advantageous, as 
Salmon are taken by it in stormy weather, when fishing with draught-nets is impracticable. 

(Mr. Lipsett.) 

On the Lennon or Ratlimelton river there are numerous mill-weirs occasionally delaying Injuries and 
and obstructing the Salmon in progress to their spawning beds. In these weirs there' are Obstructions, 
no gaps ; and in the water course to mill wheels poachers practice devices and plans to en- 
trap fish and interrupt their passage to and from the spawning grounds, by baskets and nets 
contrived so as to be easily concealed or removed. Various nets are used by poachers on 
the shallows or rapids, and Salmon and Trout are frightened and driven into them from deep 
parts of the river. Loop-nets are also used in narrow and rocky places, to intercept and 

destroy fish ; and in Loch Fin nets are so constructed and placed that fish mesh in them 

In the estuary, at the mouth of the river, drag or sweep-nets are also used by poachers. 

Most serious injury is sustained from the steeping and rotting of flax in the river and its tri- 
butaries, and in dams or ponds on the banks of the rivers and lakes which are discharged 
into them, destroying all kinds of fish. Lights are used to a great extent, for enabling poachers 
to spear Salmon at night, which practice is most destructive at the periods when Salmon 

are resorting to and on the spawning beds, particularly from August to February : after 

spawning the Salmon are of little value and less tempting to poachers (Mr. Watt.) 

In the Lackagh and its tributaries there have been some obstructions, but with the excep- 
tion of an embankment at the Callaber, all have been suppressed, and notice has been given 
to abate that nuisance. At times, poaching with lights is practiced, but not to any treat 
extent. — (Mr. Hart.) root j & 

In the Ballynass river, various illegal means are used by poachers, — torches of bog-fir, 
loop-nets, and rod-fisliing for fry. The practice of using lights and spearing the Salmon 
attracted to them, prevails to a destructive extent during the winter in all parts of the 

river. Rod-fishing is the only mode by which the fry are destroyed (Lieut. Gladery, 

R.N., and Messrs. Olphert.) 

At Guidore the country people destroy many of the fish when spawning, by attracting 
them with torch-lights, and spearing them. When a new bridge was thrown over the 
Claddy, two years since, a number of fish were killed by the lime which fell into the 
stream. — (Lieut. Penfold, R.N.) 

In Guibarra River the Salmon fry are fished with rods at times, but are never taken in 
nets. The smallest fish that are taken in nets are white Trout. — (Mr. Carey.) 

In the Ardara Rivers, poachers use every kind of net found to answer for the destruction 
of the fish. Lights are used to a great extent on the shallows adjoining deep water, during 
the months of September, October, and November, when the fish are on the spawning 
beds. There are embankments made across the rivers to form mill-dams, which obstruct 
the free passage of the fish going up and coming down the rivers. — (Mr. Nesbitt.) 

In the River Eaney poachers take Salmon with lights and gaffs, and at the mouth of 
the river with draught-nets. Lights are used along the whole course of the river by 
poachers, from the first of November to the first of January. Fishing with rods I consider 
very injurious. — (The Rev. Mr. Montgomery .) 

At the mouth of the Esk and Donegal River, there are boats with nets all joined into 
one, for the purpose of making still-shots. The nets are extended from the shore as far as 
possible, and the persons in the boats watch the Salmon where they leap. Great injury 
is also done with lights, and also by rumbling the holes at night with nets stretched across 
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the river. There have not been less than three different parties in one night f ft, 
purpose of using lights and spearing Salmon within the distance of one mile 6 and T 1 if 
along the river; and they have been so formidable as to intimidate ■ the water-kee ^ 
Summonses have been issued to bring some of the offenders before Magistrates' buftf’ 
punishment inflicted was by no means equal to the offence and the destruction done t th 
fishery by them. Hoops with nets attached to them are used at the falls: the rive ‘ 
closed with stones where these hoop-nets are set, and materially injure the Salmon 
cularly the fry, from the first of April especially. There are three mill-races where in??!" 
is done to the fishery, but more particularly one near the mouth of the lake, where n 7 
and baskets are used for taking fry. Fishing for fry with rods is also injurious • and 
great many fish with rods at other seasons of the year, not so much for the purpose of 
killing Trout, hut to find where the Salmon are, so as with certainty to spear them at 

_ There are no obstructions on the River Erne ; but there are several of the tributar 
rivers which flow into the lake obstructed by mill ramparts built entirely across them and 
without any constant opening for the passage of fish*. There is always a back-sluice in 
these ramparts, which is opened occasionally, and baskets and traps were formerly fixed 
very generally at the exit of these sluices, but not so much of late years, from enforcing 
the remedies for such offences. Fishing with trammel-nets at sea, and adjacent to the 
mouth of the river, is frequently practised with nets of a smaller mesh than is prescribed 
by law, and by persons who have no interest in the inland Fisheries. Some Salmon and 
Trout are taken by poachers in the lake and at the mouths of the rivers flowing into it in 
September, October, and November, by net fishing and in different ways. Some of these 
nets are fixed, others draughted. Lights and spears are used, but not so much as formerly. 
If indiscriminate rod fishing were permitted, it would be very injurious to the fry. 

There is no sand or gravel raised for any purpose whatever in the River Erne, but great 
quantities of sand and gravel for making roads and other purposes, are raised from the 
beds of the tributary rivers, by which the spawning-fords are diminished, and in some places 
entirely destroyed — (Mr. Lipsett .) r 

On the Lennon or Rathmelton River, there is no regular Eel fishery. Eels go down 
to the sea late in the autumn to spawn. — (Mr. Watt.') 

In the Lackagh, during the early months of winter, nets are used to take Eels, but they 
do not molest the Salmon fry. The Eels spawn at sea, and about November come down 
the river. In May the river is almost black with the Eel fry going up (Mr. Hart.) 

In the Ballynass River, Eels might be taken in abundance, if looked after. Eel fry have 

been observed to go up the river in great quantities in summer (Lieut. M'Gladerv, and 

Messrs. Olphert.) * 

. In Guibarra River, Eels are taken in great quantities with cobbles, in November; it 
is supposed they then come down the river to spawn. — ( Mr. Carey.) 

Lithe Ardara Rivers, there are no Eel weirs, nor is there any Eel fishing in this part 
of die country, although there are large quantities of Eels in all the rivers (Mr. Nesbitt.) 

There is no Eel fishery in the Eaney River; or in the Donegal and Esk River .—(The 
Rev. Mr. Montgomery, and Mr. Adair.) 

In the Erne, Eels are taken at the weirs with coghill-nets, set only in the night-time ; 
but on some of the tributary rivers and on mill ramparts, there are weirs set with close iron 
racks permanently fixed at their exits; a sluice is fixed adjoining this, which leads to a box 
into winch all the fish large and small which enter the weir are conveyed; this method of 
fishing is calculated to do injury to the Salmon in many respects ; but great care is taken 
by the waterkeepers to have these devices removed before the first of March; and in no 
instance do they permit fishing for Eels in any manner from thence until after the first 
of June. 

The Eel fishery of the main River lets at present, for £400 per annum. The fishing 
may begin on the first of June, but seldom does until near the end of July, and generally 
terminates by the first of January, the great height of the river, and rapidity of the floods 
at that time rendering it both difficult and dangerous to fish with coghill-nets, which would 
not yield a return. 

• proprietors on Loch Erne and the rivers flowing into it, exercise the right of fish- 

ing for Eels. There are several Eel weirs so established in the rivers ; but there is only 
one on the lake near Enniskillen. — (Mr. Lipsett.) 

Conservators or water-bailiffs are employed on the Lennon, and paid annual salaries, 
lhey are tolerably effective. I am not prepared to suggest any change. — (Mr. Wait.) 

I here are bailiffs and water-keepers on the Lackagh. I do not consider that any further 
power is required for them than is already given by law (Mr. Hart..) 

For protecting the Ballynass fisheries there are certain persons appointed by the propri- 
etors, and paid by them. They are considered effective while so employed. — (Lieut. M c Crla- 
dery, R.N. , and Messrs. Olphert.) 

There are only four persons employed to watch the Guidore river. These are paid (by 
the person who rents the concern) £5 per annum each. They are not effective ; for many 
parts are left entirely unguarded.— (Lieut. Penfold, R.N.) 

There, are water-bailiffs on the Ardara rivers ; but the poachers go in large parties, 
armed, and with "their faces blackened, and they bid defiance to the water-bailiffs- — 
(Mr. Nesbitt.) J 

There are water-bailiffs on the Eaney. They are of service in protecting Salmon and 
*F¥> ~.ut are often prevented by poachers who five on the banks of the river — (The Rev. 
Mr. Montgomery.) 
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There are persons appointed for protecting the Esk fisheries, but they cannot be as effec- 
tive as they otherwise would be, as the punishment is so trifling when poachers are detected, 
•which is the great cause of midnight depredations (Mr. Adair.) 

The tenant or farmer of the Erne or Ballyshannon fishery employs, at his own expense, 
a superintendent, and under him water-keepers, throughout the whole extent of the river, 
lake, and tributaries, embracing a district extending through several counties. The pro- 
tection of this fishery by these persons is tolerably well established, and I do not know of any 
other mode to be preferred. The persons employed in its protection should be always 
under the control of the proprietor or his tenant, being the only persons who eniov any in- 
terest in it.— (Mr. Lipsett.) J J J 

The laws are not sufficient. They require amendment and simplification. There oucrht 
to be a power for having summary proceedings before the magistrates, and the forms of 
summons, conviction, and warrant, should be prescribed. Some of the penalties should be 
altered, and there ought to be proper authorities to enforce them. Many offenders now 
elude punishment from want of proper assistance to carry the laws into effect, and many 
from the technicalities required. — (Mr. Watt.) 

The people who farm the fisheries should mind their own interests better- If the river 
Guidore were properly watched, and if the fish had liberty to proceed up without impedi- 
ment at the proper time provided by law, I think £400 per annum might be cleared by the 
fishery. At present it scarcely pays £200. The laws are sufficient, and there is no diffi- 
culty in enforcing them here.— (Lieut. Penfold, R.N.) 

I think the law sufficient if it could be carried into effect, which is impossible to the 
water-bailiffs, as the poachers go in parties, sometimes with arms, and always carrying bags 
of stones. There are two police stations, at Ardara and Glenties, on these rivers, at about 
four miles distant from each other ; and it might answer a good purpose, if the police were 
ordered occasionally to patrol the rivers during October, the principal spawning season. — 
(Mr. Nesbitt.) 

The law r s are probably sufficient, but they are difficult of enforcement, the police not 
being permitted to carry them into effect — -( The Rev. Mr. Montgomery .) 

The laws are difficult, and the smallest informality lets the offender escape. They never 

can be effectually put in force if police are not empowered to carry them into execution 

(Mr. Adair.) 

I think the laws sufficient, but there is a difficulty, amounting nearly to impossibility, in 
enforcing the penalties, for want of constables to execute the magistrates’ warrants, which 
thus become- dead letters. Some magistrates direct the police constables to commit offend- 
ers to prison under warrants of committal, when the offender is handed over to the police; 
other magistrates refuse to let the police do so ; and thus, in numerous instances, offenders 
escape punishment, and are thereby encouraged in then- depredations ( Mr. Lipsett.) 



, THE RIVERS ESK AND ERNE, (CO. DONEGAL) BUNDROES, (CO. 
LEITRIM) AND BUNDUFF, (CO. SLIGO.) 

Donegal, February 8, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner : — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Witnesses — Messrs. Adair, Hart, Cassidy, and Thompson, Lessees of the Fisheries. 

Lord Arran is the proprietor of the Esk fishery. The rent in 1833 was £40, and in 
1834 £37 10s. ; but the last season produced only £24. In the winter of 1834 there were 
no water-keepers, and the decrease of the fishery is attributable to this cause. It also suffers 
by sea fishing off St. John’s Point, and the sea fishery at the rock of Durin. 

Fishing should not commence before the 1st of May, and should end the 1st Septem- 
ber — (Mr. Adair.) 

Colonel Conolly is the proprietor of the Erne fishery at Ballyshannon. Some years since, 
the yearly produce of it was 90 tons, five years ago it was but 70 tons, and in 1834 it was 
only 47 tons. The river protection, by water-keepers, has always been the same. The 
decline of the fishery is attributable to sea fishing for Salmon off St. John’s Point, where 
it is most extensively practised -with tram-nets, under the pretence of Mackerel fishing, when 
Salmon are on their course to the rivers ; this has increased so considerably, that unless 
something is done to prev ent it, the Salmon of all the rivers here will be destroyed. Some 
protection may be afforded by preventing the Mackerel boats from making still shots ; that 
is, when boats put out a part of their nets, and wait until the fish strikes that part, then the 
remainder of the net is shot and hauled. In the winter, poachers take Salmon iu the Erne 
with lights and nets. 

Fishing in this river should not commence before the 1st of April, and should end on the 
12th of August. — (Mr. Thompson.) 

Mr. White and the Rev. Mr. Dixon are proprietors of the Bundroes fishery. Fourteen 
tons was the produce; at present it is not more than eight tons. Sea fishing is the cause of 
the decline. Large parties of poachers often attack the water-keepers, ana are generally 
armed ; the water-keepers are also armed. After a recent conflict, it was discovered 
that thirty foul Salmon had been killed by the poachers. If the constabulary police were 
ordered to execute magistrates’ warrants, it would be of great benefit. 

Fishing in this river should commence on the 12th of May, and end on the 12th of 
August — (Mr. Cassidy.) 
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30 MINUTES OE EVIDENCE. 

The Viscount Palmerston and Colonel Barton are proprietors of the Bnnduff fl n 
The annual produce of this river was formerly ten tons ; at present oneton 

Tlie decrease is attributable to sea fishing for Salmon, which is continued 
late as October. If sea fishing was prevented within a mile from the month of the ™ “ 
it would be of great advantage. The number of water-keepers has not been W I’ 
hoping that some law will be made to protect the Salmon fisheries. lessened, 

Fishing m the i Bunduff river should not commence before the 12th of Mav and tm* 

tinue after the 12th of August (Mr. Hart.) y ’ a not con - 

A penalty should be placed on any person (not being a proprietor of a river - ) found 
Salmon m the sea ; and tins penalty should be inflicted even where 
in nets cast for other fish, unless immediately set free. All boats should be 2I? 1 ? 

and registered. Fines should be increased on a graduated scale ; magistrates to 

power of nutigatmg a penalty only for the first offence. The penalty for the second off * ^ 
to be £3 ; m no case should the penalty exceed £5. The police should be 
execute magistrates warrants tor all breaches of the fishery lavvs. Any number of men 1 
three, assembled at night on the banks of any river, with lights or nets for taking Safm 61 
to be deemed an unlawful assembly, and punished accordingly^ The several Lessee^ ' 

THE LEITRIM RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

. The river Bundroes is not navigable ; the tide flows up to the Salmon boxes It. t,; 

■ butanes are the Garrison River, Ballagh and Glen Rivers ; these are • * 

flowing into Loch Melvin, and Loch Melvin flows into the Bundroes. P 6 nvers ’ 
1., right of fishing in the Bundroes river is private property. 

the Salmon fishery has decreased in consequence of fishermen on the coast taking th„ 

Salmon when returmng to tlm river; they take large quantities (Mr. White M i>? 

The Upper Shannon is navigable from Loch Alien to Jamestown for lumber boats 

bv?he ha ™ 0n fl0W ™ 8 fr ° m L ° c , h ■ Allen !t is j°™d *oi,t a quarter of a mile inland 
bj the Angna, a mountain stream, which in time of floods rises eighteen feet in one night- 

Tori n g * m ,‘ es fu t tll ? r inIand > ‘''“Shannon is joined by the Boyle Water, flow”L S 
Loch Ogara, through the town of Boyle, and thence through Locli ICee The IW 
Shanuou also receives the waters of many small rivulets, and of several smaUlakes PP 
si,w!l S ? offel ""S “re generally vested in those gentlemen who own estates on either 
s.de of the river. Several of these gentlemen prevent fishing except for thenweC £ the 
5/,™ K e .) rlVer llley ° 0nsider *' le ’ r property — (Mr. Baums, Satie;, Me Jr, CarrM- 

The supply of Salmon in the river has decreased almost to annihilation, by the destruction 
of pawn, the impediments produced by the blocking up of the river with^el weks and 
othei illegal acfe„-(Jf,-. Kelly, Inspector of Public Works, Drumsna.) 

■ i t le , nT ? thindroes tlie local custom is to commence fishing in January, and terminate 
m August : it would not be desirable to alter the periods* 7 ’ mate 

Salmon return to the sea after spawning in January, February, March, and Anril- they 
t aS u in rT n COn o tl0n m ess than two months (Mr. White, HI P) V > 7 

of SallYSmg ™(M.XJl.) 0t “ 7 Peri ° d fi “ d the com ““ cem “ t « ^nation 

t T r “ SP reT in A “S ust ’ ^‘“mber, ““d October, and return 
(Mr. Kelly.) b d Janua, T- They are again in prime condition early in March.— 

they are tX^^ 

ofiSrf We ”- S on . t ' le r ' ver > which in a great measure obstruct the progress 
are takm mTtlfrir r e f Spal . m ri 8 nver ? 5 “I'd man y °£ ‘he fish, after depositing thei/spfwn, 
destreved There ^ ““ m . the , Eel Vast quantitie's of uS fry are also 

small Eel weird tiL-p °P en passage m the weirs, but there is no doubt that the owners of 
small tel wens take every means to destroy the Salmon. 

T)n™£ri tM comtn,ctlon ? f” ‘“Wig Salmon entirely obstruct the fish, 
river cof t -aiw J Sa i m ° n “ r \ tak ™ with n«s in the sea, near the mouth of the 

placed at £nou h e ? 0rtS the °' rnera of ,he “«7- Nets are also frequently 

The n i 1 dX I n "T™"? nreia ’ on Pretence °f taking Trout, 
are ” l ° ^ Salm °" “ S-* b “‘ ^ 

P) eqUently USed spawning season, in the spawning rivers.— 

(Mr. ) 6r ^ baDDOn nets are not usec ^ > I know of no other engine but the rod.— 

wh^lf nrev^nt^p 0 ^ 16111 ” 68 near Jamestown, but owing to the numerous obstructions 

f m0n fl 'T- the sea » there only a few to be taken. 

quadrangular form It T ” S tbiS i 3ar L 0 ^ lt takm g Salmon, but there is a fish trap of a 
quamangular term at Jamestown, chiefly for taking Eels. 

passage 'of 'sa^morTiii fi u PP er Shannon there are Eel weirs, which greatly obstruct the 

S^but they nre r TIVer - ™ ereare mall openings in Them, called King’s 

Gaps, but they are so constructed as to defeat the intention of the law. 

take S^onfntte BunLra’at“Sl^ fi£“ d 3td Ge °' IU ’ c * 3 ’ 3S ’ Froprietor andhis Lessees may 
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There is nothing placed in the weirs to frighten the Salmon, bat the passages are so yery 
small, and the cnrrent passing through them so strong, that the Salmon are obstructed. 

Poachers spear Salmon by torch light. Cross lines are also used, and sometimes poison- 
ous drugs. The steeping of flax is very injurious. 

I think that stake-nets used in the Lower Shannon have diminished the quantity of Salmon 
in the upper river more than one half. — (;l/r. Kelly) 

On the river Bundroes there are water-keepers employed, at a salary of £2 per annum. 

(Mr. White , M P) ' 1 

There are not conservators or water-bailiffs employed on the Upper Shannon, and all 
manner of illegal practices are resorted to for the taking of fish, which have almost ruined 
the Salmon fishery. There has been a great increase of Otters, which must have added 
considerably to the destruction of the fish. — (Mr. Kelly.) 

The laws are sufficient to protect the inland fishery, if properly administered and sup- 
ported ; but a speedy and effective remedy is absolutely necessaiy to protect Salmon in the 
sea, when returning to the river. — (Mr. White , M.P) 

It is impossible to judge of the sufficiency of the laws as they are not enforced on the 
Upper Shannon, there being no Officer whose duty it would be to see them carried into 
effect. — (Mr. Kelly) 



THE SLIGO RIVERS. 

Sligo, February , 1836. 

Examining Commissioner: — John Jagoe, Esq. 

Evidence of Abraham Martin, Esq., Proprietor of the Salmon Fishery in Sligo River. 

Stake-nets are injurious ; they were used in this river for one season, and even for that 
short time they injured the fishery ; they were all torn down by the country people. Soap- 
maker’s leys are very injurious to Salmon fisheries; he made an experiment by putting some 
small trout into a tub of water, containing one glass of soap leys, which instantly destroyed 
them. Washing tobacco in rivers has also destroyed Salmon, to his own knowledge. 

Mill-dams are very injurious, unless a close rack is put at the head of the water-course, 
to prevent the spent Salmon and fry from entering. There should also be a rack placed 
at the tail of the water-wheel. Mills should be subject to a penalty if by baskets, coghill- 
nets, or any other device, Salmon or fry be destroyed in any part of the mill-course. All 
weirs or other dams should have an opening of at least eighteen inches, to allow the 
breeding fish to go up, and the spent Salmon to return to the sea. 

T here is much poaching on the river, and as the poachers are all armed, he is obliged to 
supply arms to his water-keepers. Frequent conflicts arise, and one of his water-keepers 
was shot a few years since. 

If persons using lights in destroying Salmon cannot be discovered, the townlands should 
be fined to a certain extent. 

All offences against the fishing law's should be decided at the Petty Sessions. 



EVIDENCE IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The Sligo river is navigable to the town of Sligo, a distance of about four miles from 
the bay. Its tributaries are the Bonet, Glenboy, Benbo, and Shanvoe, which flow into 
the lake above the weirs. Loch Gill is upon its course. 

The rights of fishing are private property, held by a grant from the crown. 

The supply of Salmon is very much on the decrease for the last twenty years. The in- 
crease of population on the banks of the river, and the quantity of deleterious matter 
passing into the river from the town are the principal causes. — (Mr. Martin, il i.P.) 

In the River Easky, during moderate weather, and at high water, boats not exceeding 
five tons can ascend from the sea about a quarter of a mile. The only tributary of the 
Easky is the Croagh, in which large quantities of Salmon spawn. 

The River Pulocheny produces large quantities of Salmon. In Tervod river there are 
also a few ; this river is shallow, but can be easily deepened, to enable the Salmon to go 
higher up. 

All the fisheries of the Lake of Easky, and rivers, are claimed as private property, 
under patents, principally by Mr. Edward J. Cooper, M.P., Mr. Tottenham, Mr. Jones, 
of Fortland, Messrs. Brereton. Along the shore of Castletown, Lieut. Robert P. Brereton, 
R.N., claims the privilege of fishing ; and on the eastern shores of Bownowna, Mr. Jones, 
of Fortland, claims the same privilege. Although landlord of Castletown, I doubt the 
legality of the exclusive right to fish, (as claimed by Mr. Jones and myself, ) on the shores 
of Castletown and Bownowna. I recommend an early 'investigation into these presumed 
rights, which I believe are contrary to the maritime law’s of the kingdom. If they are 
really our private rights, a fair indemnity may be granted, so that the whole may become 
public property, under proper regulations, and the superintendence of qualified persons. 

The supply of Salmon has increased within the last two years, in consequence of better 
protection given to the river. — (Lieut. R. P. Brereton , R.N.) 
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Laws. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Seasons. 



Modes of Fishing. 



Injuries and Ob- 
structions. 



Protection. 



Laws. 



In the Sligo River, Salmon are in season at all periods of the year, by law but th 
prietor does not fish from August to January, during which period the Salmon as 

river to spawn, and they return to the sea in March (Mr. Martin , M.P.) e 

In the River Easky, Salmoij fishing may commence (by law) on the 12th of Jam 
but it seldom commences before June, and ‘it ends on the 12th August bv Kw- if SrTi 
extend to the 30th of September. ° y * lt shoul d 

. The fish seldom come before the middle of May, or first of June, and the weath 
is a great obstacle to the commencing of the fishing earlier, even were the fish on the f 
Salmon generally ascend the Easky Rivers from the first of June, to the end of Oct 
her ; it depends on the floods ; they spawn in November and December, and return to^h" 
sea m January and February ; and in May they are again fit for use. I am satisfied fb 
Salmon do not spawn before November. Salmon fishing is limited on this coast bv th 

state of the weather, to about fifty-five days in the year (Lieut. R. P. Brereton R R) 

In the Sligo River, the Salmon are taken in weirs, and with nets. The sluices are onen 
from August to January, and at other times when the river is flooded. There would n 
be a sufficient supply of water for the mills, if a King’s Gap were kept continually onm 
(Mr. Martin , M.P.) J F — 

In the Easky rivers, Salmon are taken with one or two badly contrived drag-nets Tliprp 
are not any Salmon weirs— (Lieut. R. P. Brereton, R.N-) 

On the upper parts of the Sligo River there are several mill-dams, which are very prem- 
ia 1 / The practice of setting baskets in the tail race of the mills is prevalent. Owners 
of mills should be compelled to keep a close rack before the mill wheel. 

Much deleterious matter passes into the river from the town of Sligo, particularly soap- 
leys ; all such matter should be let off into reservoirs and not into the river. 

The practice of killing Salmon with lights and spears on the spawning beds prevails to 
a great extent, from October till March. Salmon are also taken on the spawning beds 
with blankets and nets. Fishing for fry with rods is very injurious. 

Removing gravel from those parts of the river where Salmon spawn is most injurious to 
the breeding of Salmon. In some instances the proprietor of the fishery has been com- 
pelled to replace the gravel as the spawning beds would otherwise have been destroyed — 
(Mr. Martin, M. P.) J ' 

In the Easky rivers, Salmon fry are caught in large quantities, by baskets under mill- 
dams and mill-wheels. . Salmon are taken with gaffs and rods to a great extent, with the 
assistance of lights at night, partly in consequence of the shallows of sand in the centre of 
the river, and for want of good protection. The mill-dams are opened in the spring; but 
this depends on the caprice of the millers, and requires legislative interference. 

Fishing with rods should be prohibited in March and April, under severe penalties. 

If the sand was removed from the shallows, very large quantities of Salmon would go up 
the river that cannot now, unless there is a great flood.— (Lieut. R. P. Brereton , R. N.) 

On the Sligo River, there are several water-bailiffs having each a yearly salary; their 

dutv is to protect the breeding fish, for which they are effective (Mr. Martin, M. P.) 

On the Easky rivers, there are three men employed and paid each £2 in the season for 
about six miles watch. I suspect them to be the greatest poachers on the river. Larger 
salaries, rewards for prosecutions, partly payable by Government, out of a fund established 
tor that purpose, would be a further protection, with a change of punishment. Here the 
people think it no great crime to take Salmon, because they have no interest in preserving 
them. Give the people an interest in the fisheries, and I think there would be little poach- 
in ?' * ■would recommend a royal water-bailiff for every Salmon fishery, and river, to be 
paid trom 2s. 6a. to 3s. 6d. per day, with assistants at from Is. to 2s. per day, and a gradual 
increase according to length of service, good conduct, and detection of poachers. A small 
tax on Salmon and boats, with half the fines, would pay these salaries. Such bailiffs and 
assistants to be under the Fishery Commissioners and Inspectors, free from all control of 
the local Magistrates ; and no person whatever in the character of Inspector should be ap- 

pointed, having any local properties, feelings, or interests (Lieut. R. P. Brereton, R.N.) 

d/ P ) ^ resent ^ aws were en f° rcec 4 I conceive them to be quite sufficient (Mr. Martin, 

The laws are too numerous, partial, expensive, and complicated, to be effective or bene- 
cial to the public. They are well adapted to protect monopolies when administered by in- 
terested Magistrates, and their friends. They require to be revised, consolidated, and very 
much amended. Imprisonment with hard labour should be a part of the punishment for 
infringement of the laws, particularly for taking, destroying, or molesting the fry, or having 
any engines for taking them. Rewards from one to twenty pounds to informers would be 
beneficial, and great preventives to the commission of breaches of these laws. Small fines 
with imprisonment and hard labour, should be inflicted on those who are detected using 
lights m winter for the purpose of taking Salmon ; and they should give security for future 
As - a check u P on lessees who use gaffs and lights to a great extent, they 
should be subject to ejectment. To prevent landlords protecting their tenants’ property 
iom nes after the commission of offences, by seizing for rent and having pretended sales, 
wou prohibit any seizure or sale by landlords while a prosecution for any offence should 
be pending, or if such sales, were permitted, the landlord should, out of the proceeds, pay 
ton R^nS ° r * * 6ar * avour * te tenants sometimes thus escape punishment. — (Lieut. Brere- 
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MAYO RIVERS. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The river Moy rises about forty miles from Ballina, its source is in the County of Sliso River Mot 
and empties itself into the sea m Killala bay, in the County of Mayo; it is nailable ?ot ' 

Banina. 65 fl ° m ^ “ d Wlth '“ ““ m ‘ le ° f the town ° f Ball ‘ na; the tide flon-s to 

Its tributaries are the Bunree-Deel, Yellow River, Laghardoue, Turlongh, Guishden 
C t°T' % AC T’ SeVe -f * ? ther streams ’ ia "•>''>> Salmon spawn in. great 

tan w?' % L ?S h Con ’ a ™ out ” me rai , es ll>n s» »nd four broad, empties into it about fif- 
teen miles f om the sea. There are also several other smaller lakes, Salmon remain in 
this river all the year (Mr. Atkinson.) 

As far as the river Moy runs, the rights of fishing are all private. Outside the bar mouth, 
companies fished in the sea for Salmon, about two years ago, but with little success. In 
summer, persons are never prevented from angling in Loch Con, or Loch Cullen.— ( The 
Collector of Customs , BaUma.) ' 

In some instances, there are objections made to the right of fishing in the river Moy, and 
a lew Salmon are given for the privilege (Mr. Atkinson.) 

The Salmon fishing in the river Moy is more productive in some years than in others • 
but since the practice of packing Salmon in ice, and sending them to the Lond on market 

reL 1 n P ,, UCe • increased considerably. — ( Collector of Customs, Ballina.) 
thefidefelwirmT:^ ** ^ “ d Bsllycroy River. 

Its tributary is the Tarsachambeg which flows into it. Tliere is a lake at the head of 
this river called Icardane. 

The right of fishing in the Ballycroy river is held by Sir Richard A. O'Donnell, Bart. 

. * he Salmon fislnn g m tlie Ballycroy river has diminished progressively lor the last six or 
eight years, owing to continued storms in the summer season. Salmon, this last season ’has 
been observed to be m worse condition than ever remarked by the oldest fishermen— 

( Unsigned Answers.) 

The Newport river is navigable for boats only, for about a quarter of a mile ; and the Newport River. 

■ tide flows up the same distance. 

Its tributaries are the Skudagh, Buckadoon, Glen Island, and Beltra rivers which 
flow into it, with many other smaller, not distinguished bv anv name. The Beltra from 
which the mam river takes its course to Newport, is the' principal lake ; there is another 
called Tavanamottage, and some other small ones which have not names, and from which 
streams flow into the main river in its course. 

The right of fishing in the Newport river is the property of Sir Richard A. O’Donnell, 

Bart. ’ 



Salmon have increased within the last five years, in consequence of care beino- taken in 
barging, that a sufficient number of breeding fish are allowed to spawn, and bv taking up 
the boxes m the month of August, to allow fish to go up the river ( Unsigned Answers:) 

On the river Mov, the periods fixed by law are from the 1st February to the 12th of Seasons. 

August. Those periods are strictly observed. I see no cause to change them. 

Salmon proceed up the river to spawn in the months of October and November ; they 
return the first floods after Christmas: some persons say they are in condition in the August 

following ; others say they are not in condition until the next year ( The Collector of 

Customs, Ballina.) J 

On the Ballycroy river, the periods fixed by law are from the 1st day of February to 
the 12th day ol August. It would be desirable to extend the period for taking fish in 
this river, the seasons getting later every year. This fishery used to commenc°e, some 
years ago, in June; but it does not now begin until the 1st of July. 

Sa'mon proceed up the Ballycroy river to spawn, in the months of August, September, 

October, November, and December, and return in the months of February, March, and 
April : they are in condition in the month of June following.- ( Unsigned Answers.) 

In the Newport river, Salmon being in perfect order during the year, no period is fixed 
for tlie commencement or termination. The proprietor having a right to fish by the 31st 
Geo. II., cap. 13, sec. 3, and 3rd Geo. III., cap. 35, sec. I, only allows a period, from the 
12th August to the 1st November, for boxes to be taken up, so "as that a sufficient number 
of breeding fish may go up the river to spawn. 

Salmon proceed up the Newport river, to spawn, in the months of August, September, 

October, November, and December, and return in January, February, March, and April; 
they are in condition in May, June, and July ( Unsigned Answers.) 

In the river Moy, Salmon are taken in weirs and in nets.— {Collector of Customs , 

' Ballina.) 

On the river Moy, the piers of the weirs are built with stone and mortal-, and the r ails 
are wood. The nets are made of strong twine.— {Air. Atkinson.) 

In the Ballycroy river, the Salmon are taken by drag-nets, and in boxes at the weirs. Modes of Fishing, 
The weirs on this river are composed of stone and timber, the nets are made of flax or 6 

hemp — ( Unsigned Answers.) 

In the Newport river, Salmon are taken in weirs and drag-nets; the weirs are made of 
stone and timber, tlie nets are made of hemp and flax .— ( Unsigned Answers.) 

E 
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34 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

I do not know 0 f any weirs on the river Moy that entirely obstruct the passage of 5 i 
mon; there is a gap, called the King’s gap, open at all seasons ; there is no impediment 5 , * 
I am aware of, to fish passing in the King’s gap. e c ’ tQat 

In the winter, some persons spear or gaff Salmon on the spawning beds; but this nn f 
is in a great degree stopped by watchmen or bargers, who are paid by the pro Si 
There are no gas works, steam vessels, or copper mines on the river Moy or its^K..*«: 
the law prohibits flax being steeped in rivers. 7 tributaries ; 

The nets are wide enough to admit all fry to pass; the smallest fish taken in tlm w 
are three or four pounds weight — (The Collector of Customs, Bctllina.) eu?s 

In the river Moy, the fish are never prevented' from passing through the em i,™ w 
means used to frighten them. 6 or M y 

A stationary or still-net is put across the river about the middle of May, about one h If 
mile down from the weirs, for the purpose of making the Salmon show themselves that 
the fishermen may surround them with the draughting-net ; but the Salmon pass imrWif 
in great abundance. 1 r IC 

Cross-line fishing and angling are practised at all seasons, but chiefly during the prohibited 
season, m the deep waters : nets, gaffs, spears, snares, sticks, stones, &c., are employed • 
and sometimes persons have been detected killing Salmon with their naked hands* when 
the waters get low. 5 n 

There are almost one hundred mill-dams on the different tributary streams, which have 
no opening; and fish are frequently found mangled after passing under the mill wheel 
Severa 1 nets have also been found, the last season, by the water-keepers in the back sluices* 
Mill-dams and Eel weirs are the only stationary obstructions ; the former are injurious as 
before described, and the latter are used as a pretext in many instances. There should be 
a small gap or sluice in the centre or deepest part of the mill-dam, and an iron railing placed 

at the head and tail of the mill-race, and also in the back or waste sluice (Mr. Atkinson.) 

On the Ballycroy river, the weir obstructs the passage of the Salmon, from the 1st of 
June to the 12th of August, after which time the boxes are taken up. The weir however 
is not sufficiently high to prevent spring tides from flowing over. There is no King’s gap’ 
Targe quantmes of fish have been destroyed at niglit by poachers, who use a gaff and light 
and kill the mother fish on the lords. Poachers also take the Salmon at night with tail-nets 
and purse-nets. This is practised to a great extent on the shallows. The Salmon are mostly 
killed from the month of September to the 1st of January._( Unsigned Answers.) 

On the river Moy there are water-bailiffs, but not a sufficient number to preserve the 
Mkinsm tt) Ua 7 ’ returns hsh taken will not at present afford to keep more.— (Mr. 

On the Ballycroy river there are water-bailiffs, paid from £2 to £4, each, for the sea- 
son. They protect the mother fish from the 12th of August, when Salmon go up the river 
to spawn, until they return again ; the Salmon fry are also protected until they return to 
the sea. — ( Unsigned Answers.) J 

On the Newport river, water-bailiffs are appointed for the season when the fish are 
spawning ; the head bailiff is paid £10 a-year, and the under-bailiff £2, for the spawning 
season. I Ins system cannot be effective, by reason of the bailiffs being placed in detached 
Places, at least six miles asunder : poachers take advantage of the bailiffs being so far 
irom each other, and commence their depredations in numbers of fifteen or twenty toge- 
!£tlr°™ etimeS 0115811151112 tbemselves > aQ d having shirts outside then- clothes.— ( Unsigned 

On the river Moy, the value of the Eel fishery is from £30 to £40, per annum ; it com- 
mences about September, and terminates in October and November. Eels go down the 
11 M* ’ °«? awn i mont h s °f April and May : large quantities of the fry are taken and 

Bdlina) ^ ^ quart * after bein S boiled and purged .— (Collector of Customs , 

. l^ 11 Newport river 'there are not any nets, traps, racks, coops, or other devices, for 

-ing e s. A though Eels run in this river in abundance, in the winter season, the pro- 
pi letor has not allowed any nets, traps, &c., to be set for taking them. Many of the Salmon 
igi >e destroyed m those nets; and breeding fish are often suffocated in running up the 
p'f an n/ ett , mg 1 -£ t ? tbem - The Eel fishery commences at the latter end of August, and 
s in ai ch. Eels spawn at sea in the winter, and the spawn return up the river in shoals, 
m the months of April, May, and June._( Unsigned Answers.) 

. • ° " 0t < t onsic * ei ’ tbe present laws sufficient, and in many instances they are not properly 
inis eie : as there are so many different acts, the magistrates construe them different 
ys, as suits their opinions. There should be only one general act which should include 
all manner of poaching.— (A/r. Atkinson.) 

iJw lc ° nsider law, as it now is, sufficient; and I see no difficulty in 

enforcing it .—(Collector of Customs , Ballina.) 

frnrri^L e ,i B:lllyCr0 -Vi 1Ve, A tb . e la ^ at P resent S‘ ves the poachers the power of appealing 
ecision oft lie Magistrates ; which indulgence holds out to them a great encour- 
a einent ; tor the owner of the fishery and his bailiffs are obliged to attend at Quarter 
anfl S ° n . lear ' n S “ a ppeal ; and to remain there, at considerable loss of time, trouble, 
nn ,i f. nse ’ a ?~. that too at the season when them presence is more immediately required 
on the rivers — ( Unsigned Answers.) 

n V ep J ^. uei y 32, relative to the Newport River, is shown the difficulty of bringing the 
i f 311065 i b , Ut , tbe laws are c l u he sufficient to punish them, provided the identity 
o en eis could be established. Poachers are, for the most part, persons without 
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houses, or a settled place of residence; and they conceal the fish in other persons’ houses 

( Unsigned Answers .) 

About £2000 have passed through my hands, since the first of May last, as expenses at- 
tending the fishery here; which sum was nearly all distributed among the working classes 
and mechanics. Upwards of 100 cases of trespass on the River Moy, and its several branches 
■were tried at the several Petty Sessions, and only about fifty convictions were obtained ; 
on some of these, only a fine of 2s. 6d. was levied. The principal trespassers are people 
of idle and disorderly habits, and persons of no capital. I would suggest that the third sec- 
tion of the seventeenth and eighteenth of Geo. III., cap. 19, should be formed into a 
general Act, with the following amendments : 

That it should apply to all modes of fishing, both day and night, and that any person or 
persons found m the water, or on the banks of any river, or lake, with any instrument or 
weapon, by which Salmon, or Salmon fry could be killed,— or any person, or persons, aid- 
ing or abetting, or accompanying such persons, should be subject to the penalty and impri- 
sonment, as described in said Act (as persons accompanying fishers are for the purpose of 
watching the approach of water-keepers ; and they get their share of any fish that may be 
killed). 

That in case the offender should be imprisoned, he should be sentenced to hard labour; 
as some idle fellows wish to go to jail on account of being well fed. 

That this Act should continue the whole year, against all persons who should not have 
the written leave of the persons entitled to grant such leave. 

That no person, or persons, not being the proprietor, or manager of a fishery, should be 
allowed to keep in his, or their possession, any unlawful instrument, or weapon, which 
poachers are in the habit of using, without the consent of the person authorized to grant it 
(except persons who make such instruments for sale, and that such persons should pay a 
license). 

That proprietors or managers of mills should, on their getting thirty days’ notice, 
erect, or cause to be erected, a sluice or gap, at least two feet wide, in the centre or deep- 
est part of any miM-dam, or weir, which may be continued across any river, at low water; 
and that such opening should be on a level with the bottom of the river, and kept open a 
specified number of hours each day, and whenever the water was not required for the use 
of the mill ; and also during the time of a flood, or when required by the owners of fisheries, 
or the persons actiug for them, at any time it is supposed that Salmon or Salmon fry may 
be passing up or down such river. 

That such proprietors or managers of mills shall, on getting a similar notice of thirty days, 
erect, or cause to be erected, an iron railing at the head of the mill-race, and in the tail-race 
where it rejoins the course of the river; and also in the back or water-sluice, and that the 
spans between each two rails, and at each side, should not exceed one inch and a half each 
space; and that such railing should be made fast with solid work of stone and mortar at each 
side, and at the bottom, and should be as high as the level of high water ; and no open of 
wider space than herein stal ed, in any part of said railings ; the whole to be kept in tho- 
rough repair, by such proprietors or managers : and should such proprietors or managers 
of mills refuse to comply with said notice, or not attend to it, he, or they, should then be 
summoned before one or more Magistrates ; and on the testimony of one' or more credible 
witnesses of the non-fulfilment of such notice, be lined the sum of £1 per week, for each and 
every week which he or they continue not to comply with said notice ; or in default of 
payment, that the offender should be imprisoned for one month for each offence. 

That the same should apply to Eel weirs, except in the case of persons who have a pa- 
tent, or are entitled to fish ; as in many instances Eel weirs are erected as a pretext for kill- 
ing Trout and Salmon, and are the cause of frequent quarrels between waterkeepers and 
the persons erecting them. — {Mr. Edward Atkinson , Manager of the River Moy, or Ballina 
Fishery.) 



ROSCOMMON RIVERS. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The River Boyle, or Buelle, has its rise in Loch Gara, and, after a course of three miles, 
passes through Loch Key ; it then winds its way, forming a chain of small lakes, by 
Cootehall and Hughstown to the Shannon. It has been navigated from its communication 
with the Shannon near the towm of Carrick-on-Shannon to within a mile of the town of Boyle, 
by boats of ten tons and upwards, which convey coals from the collieries situated near Loch 
Allen. 

Its tributaries are the rivers Bella and Lung ; the former running a course of about six 
miles, the latter between seven and eight : both communicate with Loch Gara, and are 
discharged, together with the waters of that lake, into the Boyle river at Tinnecarrow; there 
are also several minor lakes, viz., Loch Erritt, Loch Outer, Cloonagh, Clonacoliy, &c. 

The fisheries on the Boyle river are the property of private individuals. 

I do not think as many Salmon ascend to spawn in the river Boyle as formerly ; their 
numbers are diminished. As many as sixteen large Salmon have been taken in this 
river, at night, by one haul of the drag-net. — {Mr. French. M.P.) 



River Moy. 



Rivers and Pro 
prietors. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



AAlone to < Lanesboro! e ** S'™" 0 "’ " ** is » lake f rora 

Iand ' 0rdS ° n t,MbankSOf the Shamm ' " * 
Mr. Wlii'e, of Katbeline, whose estate lies on the banks of Loughrea, will not .11 
man with even a single rod to angle there. 6 ^ not al| ow a 

The Salmon fishing within the last fifteen years lias diminished, at least tnuv a ’ 
WeirS ^ e ' n S erected, or repaired’in a clSer man„eS 

SaVlnlt" except those pointed out by the general 

Salmon proceed tip the rivers to spawn, in the months of October, November and n„ 
cember, but always earlier in proportion to the rise of the flood in the rivers ’tZ v ? n 
down m January and February; very few, indeed, of these are found in condition a/th™' 

seldom reascend so high, except to spawn (Mr. French.) ’ *“ey 

„„? n ,. th T e rive r Shannon, the periods are fixed by law from the first of March to the latter 
end ol June, being the season when the Salmon come up to spawn ; they are sDawrdn 
from the first of September to the latter end of November. The periods are not observed® 
Salmon proceed up the rivers to spawn m August, September, and October, and return 
m December and January; they get into condition in about a month.— (Mr. Quinn \ 
Intlnspart of the river Shannon, (Lanesboro,) there are no Salmon takmi ■ therefore 
there are no regulations— (Mr. Tiermn.) laaen , uieietore 

I- In the tributaries of the river Boyle, there are but few Salmon taken, excent In the 
spawning season ; when numbers are taken by drag-nets, and with the rod I am Zt 
aware of any weirs or nets being made use of on this river, or its tributaries, for the del 
traction of Salmon (Mr. French .) ’ 

we?™S_ P (M,°Qa h Lt“' S ‘ ,:lDn °" (Tar,n0nbarr3 ’’ ) n ° Sa, ” KI11 are * ak “> ««eptin Eel 
On the river Boyle, there are not any weirs which entirely obstruct the passage of Sal- 
mon; hut the Eel weir at Tmecarrow, with wing walls four feet six inches high Teven feet 
broad and seven hundred feet long, must render it difficult for fish to pass into Loch G.,ra, 

w-fPi!" h !f 5°. Th n e are “ ey “‘ n the weira . ' vl ’ icl > are generally occupied by 
Eel-nets. As Salmon usually travel by night, and during the time of flood, (when the nets 
are always doivn.) they must be much obstructed. I have reason to believe that Lord 
Lorton s gamekeeper places a stake-net across the river, where it falls into Loch Kev • but I 
believe it is rather to prevent the fish ascending the river, and being there destroyed. 

On this river (Boyle, there is now constructing, at the town of Boyle, a large mill- 
darn, which must prove a considerable obstruction, if proper openings be' not left in it. 

The bogging or steeping of flax, (which is carried to a great extent in the lakes and tri- 
butary streams,) is very destructive to fish ; but this is not so much applicable to the Sal- 
mon, which do not ascend the river, until the flax season has passed by. Few Salmon are 
taken m their return, except in mill-dams: this is done by closing the gate at the head of 
bottom" 1 ’ mg 6 Wa * er Under tbe wheels, when the fish are found on the 

lenbvffie w^ mS n t!m t e ’ ' a / ge q "'? tities of Ml m tak ™ ™ die mall streams, when swol- 
h nv ° fen W “ h a bow - Mt > md a man beating the river with a pole. I 
commnnir ill aS 1 r-° cwt ; Salmon an< ^ Trout being caught in a small stream, 

bers of frv o,.f /V 1 • ° C j 1 a } ar S e sa ^ ow basket used as a net. Immense num- 

beL so L ] tak “ “ 1 ! e E f' nets 5 ** meshes of the extreme or purse ends of them 
bem D so small as not to allow the smallest fish to escape (Mr. French.) 

obstnirt ° 1 1G Shannon (Lanesboro), there are two Eel weirs, which totally 

KinaV a in 0 in the summer, and part of the harvest season, there being no 

Jvmg b gap or open passage. 

down e .w nf,tS °" tlle "'■ eil5 - entire i y obst ™ ct die fish, large and small, from passing up and 
Shannon S fT/“ tm <= ° f /° od ’ or high water. In the rivers ami lakes o£ the 
are dmw’nS. d T° y the . fi 7 8,1 ki,,ds of fiab > and the most destructive of all 

, v ;h, ji i .• ave destroyed all kinds of fish, as the owners of these nets feed pigs 

noth a l kinds of fry, m the summer season.— (Mr. Tiermm.) 

the ° ,. tie - Lver Shannon (Tarmonbarry), there are Eel weir-nets used, when 

January, and February, a season when Eels are 
Sw’nf?' 1 5 ‘s° wn tl,at Eels *° do "'" die liver to spawn, In the months of 
2 November; at Limerick, Killaloe, and O'Brien’s Bridge, the 

none of tl 'V en , wl tubs > boiled, and sold ready to fry, for one penny per quart; but 
The n,o 7 re S° me “I? tlm P art of d>e Shannon — (Mr. Quinn.) 

throughout the e ye/-ti>I ‘ S “ ““ WelrS at Lanesbra '° « eneralIy 

Tim • Eor< * ^ orton pays one ■water-bailiff, who is not able to do the duty. 

(Mr. French ) ° llm ’ an< ^ wien ie £ oes U P the river, they go down ; and vice versa . — 

hnm V ,!!?, ? onservat ° rs or water-bailiffs on this part of the river Shannon (Lanes- 
<;tnn to tbo rlf^° in .j nent P ro P er P erson s would have a good effect, as it would put a total 
Th J It b CtlV £ USe 0t dra V r . or ^'g-nets .-(Mr. Tieman.) P 

them noupr _/n vf Ve een ai ?y bailiffs on the Shannon ; and in my opinion until there are, 
ami mpr 1 e , an y f e S u tations fulfilled ; the owners of Eel weirs being in general poor 
and mercenary, and paying heavy rents— (Mr. Quinn.) 
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Tbe P r ® ent laws . 1 think quite sufficient for the preservation of the fish, if properly en- 
forced. The fisheries would be vastly improved, if all the weirs and other obstructions 
were removed, as recommended m the Reports on the Shannon navigation_(J/r. JWn 
T !\ e onl y. ie ™ ed I' mt . hls case, is to place water guards as on other rivers, at a salary that 
would enable them to give up their whole time to it; or finally to level the Eel weint 
throughout the river Shannon (Mr. Quinn.) 



GALWAY RIVER. 



Galway, February 26, 1836. 

Examining Commissioner : — William Stanley, Esq. 

Witness : — Mr. Richard Keogh. 

Mr. Keogh’s family hold the fishery from Mr. Hedges Eyre, of Macroom Castle, who is 
proprietor of it, under a patent grant of Queen E izabeth’s Reign. 

The weir is in the town, near the first bridge; and there is a flood gap in it always 
kept open, on the east side of the river, in deep water, through which a large portion of 
the fish must pass up. 

The fish go up all the way to the head of Loch Corrib. 

Net-fishing is not permitted above the weir ; but rod-fishing is not prevented, unless by 
persons who are detected retaining “ out of season fish.” If these be taken, all persons 
allowed to angle, are required to set them free again. 

The persons who rent the fishery are bound to pay for protecting it. But great numbers 
of fish are killed in the spawning season at night, by means of lights and gaffs, or spears. 

The weir should be closed by law on the 1st Februaiy, and kept shut till the 12th 
August. It might be kept closed till the 29th September, without injury to the fishery. 

The Salmon do not spawn till October, November and December. 

There are at least twenty beds in shallow water at the back of the weir house, in which 
Salmon are seen spawning every. year, in those months. The water is so shallow that fre- 
quently a portion of the bottom is left dry, and beds containing spawn, are then removed by 
the watchman into places covered with water. In removing the beds, pea has been fre- 
quently found, nearly at maturity.* 

The female deposits spawn first; and then the male, whicli is watching her, also deposits 
its milt, colouring the shallow water, to the surface ; afterwards they cover the bed with 
gravel. Some of the heaps which they thus collect would fill a barrow. 

The hook over the male’s mouth, which forms after spawning, wears away in two 
months, when the fish is again covered with scales, and is in season. 

Spawn may lie in the beds until the end of February. Fry is seen going down in March 
and April. 

The fry does not become matured Salmon, until the year after that in which it leaves 
the beds. It has, however, been seen in the Galway River during the first summer, with 
the large fish ; and some of these young fish have been taken about July or August, weighing 
nearly two lbs. : the weir keepers, however, always set them free. 

There is not a fishery for Salmon along the Bay ; hut the Claddagh fishermen set her- 
ring-nets across parts of the harbour, when Salmon are ascending, and frequently inclose 
them, where the tide entirely recedes, so that they are then easily secured. In one night, 
during the summer of 1835, twelve dozen were taken in this way. 

The fish, in ascending the river, remain close to the arches, above the first bridge, for some 
days, and. in such numbers that many could be killed: armed watchmen are then stationed 
on the bridge to prevent depredation. 

In one of the principal mills on the river there is an Eel fishery, where Salmon are taken 
in their descent to the sea. The miller will not permit a grating to be placed in the 
water course. 

Near to the Salmon weir, there is a tan yard, out of which bark is thrown twice or 
three times a week into the river, close to the King’s gap, and in the passage for the fish. 

Mr. Keogh declined to afford information as to the number of fish taken at the weir 
annually ; or as to the rent and proceeds of the fishery. 

* From two of the beds at the back of the weir house, the Commissioner obtained five of the 
ova : two were white and not animated ; but in the other three were embryo fish ; these were per- 
fectly developed, after a few days, in a glass of water in which they were placed ; and each had affixed 
to it, from the head to about the centre, a bag containing the alimentary substance of the ovum, which 
adhered for a month, until the fry had acquired the form and colour of a Salmon. 
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Ballinahinch 

Fishery. 



Galway River. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



The E ir r Owenmore, to which the tide docs not flow up ; the Gowla, which cm,,; •, 
self into Birtevbtiy Bay; the Dowries, which empties itself into the estuary at BnlfiJvii 
Culplnn, on the sea shore ; Bunowen. and Bundurra into the Great Killeries. aklU; 
Its tributaries are Bunowen, Dulach, and Penloch. 

The communicating lakes are Dowries, Kylemore lake, Culphin, and Lake Poe 
All the above rivers. &c.. are nrivate nrmiertv. 



All the above rivers, &c., are private property. 

There has not been much difference in the Salmon fishing of these rivers, exceDt in tk 
Downes, where removing the weirs last year reduced the quantity of fish taken from fiv 
or six tons, to two and a quarter tons. Mr. Blake reduced the rent one-half • but the 6 
ant informs me there is ten times more spawn on the beds this year, than he ever saw he" 
(il / 6 5 Td 1<? ) hmkS the talUnS UP ° f the Weh ’ WUI givG a gl ’ eat increase of fish in future " 



. T! .'® Ballinahinch, or Owenmore, Great River, or Beola, are not navigable at anv uavt- 
the tide flows up to the distance of half a mile : the estuary is navigable for nrettv L-J 
vessels. 1 he Owenmore flows out of the Ballinahinch Lake, which communicates with the 
lakes of Derryclure, Garomon, and several others. e 

The rights of fishing are entirely private property : I hold it by patent. 

Martin, MP)™™ * h * re “ U ° P ercc P tible incre ase or decrease in the Salmon flsbmg._(df r . 

princ' 01 1 aie SOmii Ialies llp0n 11,6 C0mse ° f tIle BaUin!t ' lincl> river > the Hayinagh is the 

DraMll ” 5 ^ flShei5r l ° be stational ' y > except when affected by floods, &c.—(Mr. Mac- 

The river of Galway is navigable for small boats from Cong, Outerard, and other places 
to the town of Galway ; but there is no passage, except for very small boats, down to the 
sea, and no way of returning from the sea, as there is a heavy current anda great fall with 
rocks in the passage. The tide only flows up to what is called the west bridge of Galway 
Thcie are three other small rivers m the district, but I am not acquainted with their loci 

riter rfSalwaTirLch Con*. “ d °“ ly ,ake ** d >e 

riv . er ° f - Galway is private property, arising from a patent 

Ebeth 3 T e 1 11 f? e T!' 0 " tel T d 15 hkewlie held b y patent from Queen. 
Elizabeth. Tile fishery of Cong belongs to tile proprietor of the soil. Tile royalty of the 

delink™ X dle , sea the county of the town, about four miles ; I 

do not know the extent of the other fisheries. 

t en T ve.J ° f I tl ’,! a aI ' V ‘Y "T*!- a “ d its tributaries, has greatly decreased, for these 

rfS. mai,y mi,ls md dMMes t,,at have been 

aware oU w n °, P e , riods ' feed b J law, nor by local regulations that I am 

ri exc™t ri e n y 81 fl ' 0m ! ,e a' to the 12th of August, in all the fish* 

Septembei- 4 0 " enmore ’ "here r “ h the 1st of November till the 29th of 

and irr” 11 ” P r' e "rV 0 s P a ™ f,om lll<! 12tl > of August to the 1st of January, 

12 tli of May, and are fit to tie 

SentpmW 0101 ' bl , season throughout the whole year ; but the weir gates are opened in 
Shrive?. d remams °™til March; no alteration would be benefited on the Beilina, 

is Possible? const f. ll y "P “ nd down this river from September to March. It 

' “ tlie y recoverthek - condition, after returning to the sea— 

rivl he aml“r 0 t s f bT S ' mdry Act , s of Parliament, are adhered to, on the Ballinaliiuch 
river, and I know of no reason to alter them. 

and i^tlrn g °i U ?\,° r let ^ this river t0 s P awu > after the 20th of August, 

I cannot say how* soon after spawning they get into 

of\tS 1 T. P t hing r nlmenCeS ? n the Galwa y river > 1st of February, and ends the 12th 
alteration. ’ ' * * e ° ldatl0us are ^served 5 I do not think it would be desirable to make any 

ThTiealTnmt' led - SP AT ng fisl \ COme , l !P tl,is river » t0 spawn, in February, March, and April, 
are cLdZyn?/^?' 01116 “ ° f June; Wthatto the 12 th of August, what 
remain on th* S Vi UI u U ^i’ 1 1 6 ? comin ence spawning from the lst of November, . and 
of Februarv ■ in ah U f td ^ t St °f danuar y> and then fall down to the sea, until the middle 
oi 1 ebi uaiy , in about six weeks they are in condition to ( .u* nZh.i \ 



of February ■ in 0 k 1 • , , Januai 7> and then fall down to the sea, until the middle 

In ^r^enn?or P - lX ^ are ln conditi on to return .-(Afr. Cashel) 
rivers by nets only 6 1Ver ’ ^ a ^ mon are ta ^ en by weirs and drag-nets, and in all the other 



rivers by nets only. cUUlun are taKen D y weirs and drag-nets, and in all the otner 

n U Wi^ P nv^n\°fl5^ eland ad i° lain g the rivers (where the right to fish is enjoyed by the 
upo “ the sW > ” ^ ° r ^ ,he!r 
On the Ballinahinch river, there are weirs; the fish are taken with drag-nets and purse- 
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nets, sometimes in cribs cons ructed so that the Salmon can enter, but cannot go back 
again ; he weirs are of stone with wooden gates ; the nets are of hemp.-tJ/r.ilfor^M P ) 

On the Ballinahmch River, the stake-net is not used — ( Ur . MacDormell.) 

The Salmon in the river of Galway are taken by weirs; in the Outerard river, by weirs 
also ; m the Cong river by drag-nets. The weirs are built of stone piers, and the LZZ 
ton made by iron bars on the side of each crib, and with wooden guages on the under side- 
£ltb 1 fo^ > andT d tt he Cr n’- S l, al e f d i y St ° ne P iers ’ and obstructed with wooden bars on 

hemp ™d fax 1116 " e ” U “ C ° ng mer ’ Where there are 110 weirs ' are ma de of 

JuivtWmr^r^ ° n,herlrel ' 0f <“"* “nsegnentlyit has not been in- 

On the river Owenmore when there were weirs, and where they now are, there was Iniuries and Oh 

On fffivST.lM,’- b “4 Mr ‘ Blalte Saddle weirs on the river Donnies taken up last year, stractions. 

1 e riv . ei Culplun, Bunowen, and Bundurra, there are no weirs. 

. The weir at Owenmore must, I suppose, obstruct the fish in passing up or down the 
river, except m the month of October. F 

Andrews ^ U ”° US modes use d in these rivers are practised by poachers (Mr. 

On the Ballinahinch river the weirs entirely obstruct the passage of the fish : there is no 
Kang s gap, but during high floods the weir is completely overflowed. There are no mill- 
dams, canals with locks, or other obstructions. 

Lights are used for the purpose of spearing Salmon only by poachers, in the interval 
between September and March ; but the number of watchmen employed prevent this prac- 
tice from prevailing to any extent. The Salmon are taken by poachers at times, in the 
small streams falling into the lakes, with baskets, constructed iu the shape of purse-nets, 
lhe fry are never caught ; they have generally gone down the river to the sea, before the 
nets are used, that is, before the summer fishery begins (Mr. Martin, M. P .) 

In the Ballinahinch river, the fish are somewhat prevented going up, or frightened back, 

" a l nirse_net its bottom open, to let down the spent fish, being placed in a gap. 

I hear that lights are used, for the purpose of spearing Salmon, in the small mountain 
streams that flow into the lakes and river ; but this practice is forbidden, and the perpe- 
trators so watched by the proprietor, that much injury cannot be done. 

. f i° not think the taking of Salmon fry, with an artificial fly and rod, can be of material • 
injury — (Mr. MacDormell .) 

In the river of Outerard there is no King’s gap; but in the Galway river there is, and it is 
open continually. 

There are no obstructions in the Galway river, nor any way of frightening the fish from 
going up the river to spawn. 

There are no standing-nets or stake-nets used in the river of Galway. On this river 
there are a great many mills, which have nets set for the purpose of taking Eels, bv which 
a great many spawning or red fish are destroyed, and I do not think there is any wav left 
for the Salmon to escape. 

I do not think th.it spurge or lime is used for poisoning Salmon; but at Cong, and other 
places, they are in the habit of steeping flax, which is very injurious to Salmon. 

There are lights used by persons on the river of Galway, when the fish are spawning ; but 
not to any material injury. It is practised mostly on the beds between Newcastle and 
Terry! and, and between Dangan and Minto; also in the river of Outerard, from the 1st 
•November to the 1st January. Salmon are taken both by Eel-nets in the mills, and bv gaffs, 
from the 1st January until the 1st February, on their way to the sea after spawning. 

The unseasoned fish are often taken by the rod, both Red Fish and Slats ; which is very in- 
jurious to the fishery. It is destructive to the fishery to take the Salmon fry by the rod, 
for an expert angler might take from forty to fifty in a day. There are no standing-nets 
set on the river of Galway; but I should think if there was, they would prevent the fry 
from escaping to the sea. A two pound Trout can be taken in the weirs of the Galway 



In the river of Galway there are nets used with lopg bags to them, which are fastened 
to a frame, placed between two poles erected for that purpose. They commence fishing in 
September, and continue until the 1st January, and sometimes to the 1st February. — 

These nets do not obstruct the fry in the river of Cong ; they are put down in April, May, 
or June; I should therefore tliink they obstruct the fry in those months. 

The Eel fishery is very extensive on the river of Galway and its tributaries, there being Eel Fishery, 
a great many persons having Eel weirs on the river. The Eel fishery commences the 1st Sep- 
tember, and ends the 1st February. In the Cong river they fish all the year; the Eels 
spawn in the sea, and the fry come up the river.— (Mr. Cashel.) 

On the Owenmore river, there are water-keepers employed by the proprietor or tenant, Protection of Fish, 
to prevent poaching.— (Mr. Andretos.) 

Gn the Ballinahinch river, there are several conservators or water-bailiffs employed, they 
receive yearly salaries. No alteration is required. — (Mr. Martin.) 

On the Ballinahinch rivers, there are conservators or water-bailiffs, who are paid by the 
proprietor. I know of no reason to alter the mode of payment. — (Mr. Mac Donnell.) 

There are usually employed, on the river of Galway, from twenty to thirty water-bailiffs, 
at 7s. Id. per week, from November until the 1st January ; and it appears the fishery has 
been well protected — (Mr. Cashel .) 

On the Ballinahinch river, I do not consider the laws any way defective, though, per- 
haps, too strict ; and if the proprietor of the fishery suffers from neglect in enforcing them, 
it must be his own fault. — (Mr. MacDormell.) 
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On the Owenmore river, the laws are insufficient, from the great diffienlhr ti, • . 

detecting and identifying a poacher (Mr. Andrews.) y there is i a 

On the Ballinahinch river, it is difficult to prevent poaching; however I , 

existing law’s are sufficient. — (Mr. Martin.) ° * 1 consi der the 



RIVER SHANNON. 



Limerick, March 1, 1836. 



Examining Commissioner:— John Jagoe, Esq. 



Present :_The Mayor or Limerick; Poole Gabbett, Esq.; and several others. 



Edmund Morony has been acquainted with the river Shannonsince 1784. In irsfi h a 
fourteen hundred Salmon taken out of the water in one day : then the river was 
by watermen ; these thirty years it has not been well protected. Stake-nets are verv S, 
rious to the fisheries. The use of lights is very extensive on the river Shannon and^allbs 
.tributary rivers; by this means a great deal of Salmon are destroyed. Stroke hnnlll ' 
very injurious, and practised to a considerable extent. Eel-nets are set in the wintTsS 
to destioy the red Salmon ; in one night, one hundred and seventy Salmon have been killed 
man Eel weir. Nets are also drawn on the spawning beds to destroy the red fish. Formerly 
S;?!, H , lbs. weight; at present, rarely a Salmon of twenty.five'b, 
wei 0 ht is taken. Has known Salmon to be so plentiful in Limerick, that the bellman cm 
stantiy went about the town crying them at three halfpence a pound. Nets are used which 
destroy fry in considerable quantities, in every river that flows into the Shannon. Mill- 
dams are very destructive to Salmon fry. There were no peal among the fourteen hundred 
Salmon taken on one day in 1786. nuncirea 

., The . Ma y°r of Limerick stated, that the rivers in Ireland ought to be protected, if not 
the entire ol the Salmon will be destroyed. Superintendents, and a river police should 
be appointed by the government, and paid by the nation. P d 

Poole Gabbett, Escj.r—The rent which I pay is £300 a-year. From thirty to thirty-four 
? th T e gl e ' st number of Salmon taken in one day. Salmon may be taken in weirs on the 
1st January, as tney are always in season when* going up rivek Only five or ix men 
were paid last season to protect the river as far as Castleconnell. The river Shannon and 
all its tributary streams, should be protected. The superintendents should be respectable 
a d ha\e the power ol Magistrates in all fishery cases. He perfectly agrees in the statement 
made by Mr Morony, as to the illegal modes of fishing, h/thf seLon ' Eel Z “e 

tte sSmoa 5 “<* ° f Foprie,o y re of 



CLARE AND LIMERICK RIVERS. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



!s " av 'K able f° r large vessels to the city of Limericlt; and on Ugh 
tides ioi h S«^oyirom twenty, to thirty tons burthen, a mile and one half above, as far as 



Corbally mil's; about one hundred yards above which the tide ceases to flow. 

I he ti ibiitary rivers are the Fergus, the Maig, the Oil Mills, or Six Mile Bridge, the 



inneaott,, *L„ »i r r,. ° Luc uii aims, or oix Mile .Bridge, tne 

are no lal^es from T ' aC ^ 'rough, Glounagrus, the Foyle, and several others. There 



... nn l.u a, t . . 5 , —6", nu i : i og i us, me royie, ana several oineis- mere 

Fro, n St Tl L ™T k !° Sf a i but there are several above Killaloe, Loch Derg, &c. 

psm tl i “ SSIS -“!' d ’ a httle above the great Lax or Salmon weir, downwards to 
e sea, the exclusive right of all fishing is held with the Lax or Salmon weir, bv charter 



fishing is held with the Lax or Salmon weir, by charter 



tlfe^rese 0 ,!? 0 '' 3 ' 10 " ,° f : "' hich ™ r > ri gb‘ of fishing, &c„ are conveyed by lease to 

rr r ' , P «°' e ,? a bbett, of Corbally House, near Limerick, torn St. 

cuniers nf ’ !1 P wai tbe * s claimed and exercised by the several proprietors or oc- 
cupies ot land, on each side of the r— J 1 * 



in bsb * n § has diminished amazingly in this part of the river Shannon, owing, 

_gr_e,_° the vast number of Scotch, slob, or stake weirs erected, which are 



rm™L eVei // eaSOn '’ an< ^ a * so t0 the want of having the Salmon fishery protected, 
tt commenced decreasing about fifteen • ' - • • r • ’ ’ 



weir-; j 1Q g , . ou .t hlteen or twenty years since; at which time, the slob 

fM~ V-.i ™™ ence d 5 _ and it lias continued to decrease, according as they increase.- 



(il^r. Gibson, Mayor of Limerick.) 

ClWinrr in tlm _1 ' 



gl ^ atest degree, to the vast number of these illegal Scotch, slob, or stake- 
. eirs , w *iich have been erected on the rive- «»• =-~ 



also tn th a f r Deen erected on the river Shannon, and are increasing every season; 

decrease For the a a re ^ uisite P rot ection to the Salmon fishing, the fishery appears on the 



the last twenty years, it has retrograded in proportion as those obstructions 



increase.- — (Mr, Roche , M. P.) 

t has diminished in Limerick. It is to be attributed to the destruction 



m -limerick, it 

of the fry and the mother fish .-(The Knight of G/in.) 
tinn nf iai ™°o> the Salmon fishing has decreased considerably since the introduc- 

Dut down panh el S we ‘ rs 5 which is not to be wondered at, as the number of weirs 

from Film V. eRSOX } h as been from seventy to one hundred, on each side of the river, 
irom iulrush up to within about- pick* r : ■ i. ’ / n v 



i up to within about eight or ten miles of Limerick.— (Mr. Percy.) 
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■ The river Feal is navigable for six miles for veccolo r.f . , , 

by the tide for six miles. ’ 6 8 ° f ten tons burthen; ■* * affected River Feal. 

Its tributaries are the rivets Gale,' Brick, and Smearla with t 

streams : there are no lakes upon the course of the River Feal, or in S victim m °"“ am 
All the proprietors on the banks of these rivers claim a right of flshinv. 

In the river Feal, Salmon fishing has diminished for the last ten or® fifteen Tears • the 
causes are the total want of regulation .-{Captain W. Shephard, R N) 7 ’ tle 

On the river Shannon, the period fixed by law is from the n.i, „t r u , 

the fishing commences, to the 12th of August^ when it en* but h is not , TT Wh ? Seasons ' 
except as regards the Salmon or laxJeir,’ and by gentlemen %£ SSS 
. employ ever, way by which they can take Salmon, in or out of season. e “ 

Salmon proceed up the river Shannon to spawn, from about the middle T 
the latter end of September, and return to thS sea from abtt hfmiSt of JfaSE to 

~ they return in good^contfidon^ 

On the river Shannon, the Salmon proceed up the large tributary rivers and streams 
during the summer and harvest, and up the small rivers anS streams ifter heavy mhis Tn 
the month of October and beginning of November and January: immediately after getting 

to the sea, it is said they get into condition ( Mr. Gahbett.) 3 3 B ” 

On the river Feal, the periods fixed by law, have not been regularly attended to. There 
being no local acts applying to these rivers, the general laws as to 'Salmon fisliinv have 
la^ocwber' Ihe pen0ds 1 W0 “ d recomm ™ d . he from the 1st of Mayto the 

Salmon proceed np the river to spawn in May, and return to the sea in October and 
November; they are ill best condition in June — (Captain TV. Shephard, R V.l 

„ Pn * e ‘7 e '' Shannon, Salmon are taken in the Scotch slob or standing-weirs, drag- Modes of Fishing 
nets, cot-nets, & e., &c., both going up and coming down the river "* 

The Scotch slob-weirs, or standing-weirs, consist of poles driven into the slob: they run 
from the shore, or one hundred yards from the shore, and below low water mark. To these 
are attached nets m the water, of which there is a pond; into it the Salmon are led bv 
tne side-nets, and when in, cannot get out. J 

On the river Shannon, by all accounts, I should suppose Salmon have den-eased in 
proportion of ten or twenty to one. This must naturally occur and continue as long 
k the Scotch slob or standmg-nets are allowed to remain._(i)/r. Giforn Manor ,Tf 
Limerick .) 5 J J 

Salmon are taken below Limerick in the river Shannon, notwithstanding the exclusive 
right of the Corporation or citizens, in stake-nets, drag-nets, and cot-nets: above the great 
lax-weir, Salmon are taken m cot-nets, purse-nets, cribs, gaffs, stroke-hauls, andbyangling and 
every other engine human ingenuity can invent. J ° 

The weirs below Limerick are made of stakes and net work, which can be removed at 
pleasure m a few hours, and placed elsewhere. The great lax-weir, above the city is 
partly mason work, and basket work, with railing of iron and wood. 

If I may form au opinion from the difference of price, it is as one to twenty or more 
Salmon previous to the introduction of stake-weirs, was sold from 2-W. to 4c/. per lb which 
was considered dear; it now sells from Is. 4c/. to 2s. 6c/. per lb., in the sprint of the year — 

{Mr. Percy.) r ° 



A Return of Stake-Nets on this part of the River Shannon (Limerick), and the Number of Salmon 
taken in each of them. 



1S2G. 1827.1 182S. 1S29.1 1830. 1S31. 1S32.1 1 



1 Killaeolla 

2 Caliera, or Long Rock 

3 Knoekarana ... 

4 Glin 

5 Bally wholahan... 

6 Farren Miller 

8 Ballydunahoo ... 



the undermen- 


The year in 
which each 
Stake-Net 
was first 


Amount of Rent 
laid for the sitna 
ion of each Stak 


1834 1835.| 1S3U 


erected. 

. 


Net. 


300 i 300 20 


1816 


£ s. d. 

7 0 0 




1814 


7 0 0 




1813 


10 0 0 


... i ... 6 


1800 


No Rent 


... j 160 5 


1816 


No Rent 


... ... - 7 


1820 


7 0 0 


100 ... j 8 


1816 


7 0 0 



One of the oldest fishermen has told me that the fish are on the increase : he says that, 
when the winter or spawning season is fine, they generally have a good take of fisli after; 
because, lie says, the spawn is not washed away' by the floods, but comes to perfection—! 
{Mr . Gibson, Mayor of Limerick.) 

In the river Feal, Salmon are taken with drag-nets and cot-nets, also by cross fishing 
and rod fishing; there are no weirs on this river for the purpose of taking fish; the nets 
are made of hemp; there are no stake-nets used — {Captain JV. Shephard, R.N.) 

F 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Injuries and Ob- 
structions. 



There are several Eel weirs at Killaloe, running entirely across the Shannon which * 
season when the Salmon fry are running, kill thousands; as also numbers of the V? ^ 
after spawning. The great Lax weir near St. Thomas’s Island, is the only one I k-nn°f 
in this part of the Shannon, where there is an open gap called the Kino-’s g ap . j t ■ ot 
continually open throughout the year. I feel confident there is no device used to D 1 f 
fish going up the river at all times in the above gap. P' event 

I know of no stake-nets or traps on the Shannon, (except those at Killaloe) which 
tirely obstruct the fish from going up or down; but in the different rivers running into ti?" 
Shannon there are several. In this part of the Shannon, as far as Killaloe and its tribut 
ries, the most injurious and illegal modes are resorted to, such as fishing with lights t 
night, drawing nets over the spawn beds for the purpose of taking the mother fish ^Dea^ 
ing, cross fishing, &c., &c. In several mill-dams on the tributary rivers, there are bask t 
and nets used for taking Salmon fry, and Salmon after spawning. I am not aware of an 
other illegal modes adopted than those already described. The fishing for fry with rod 
must be injurious, as I suppose there are frequently taken in a day, between St. Thomas’ 
Island and Killaloe, over one hundred dozen. Tam not aware of any Salmon fry beino- 
taken in the slob weirs, or Scotch weirs ; a fish about three pounds weight is the smallest 
fish should be taken in any regular or legal weir; but in the Scotch or stake-net weirs 
others, it depends on the size of the mesh they choose to make. 

It is extremely injurious to disturb the bed of the river where the Salmon spawn lies sav 
from the month of September to February ; but such practice often occurs both in’ this 
part of the Shannon and its tributaries. 

There are constant disputes between the proprietor of the Lax or Salmon weir, who has 
the exclusive right of fishing below the weir, and the fishermen constantly found poaching • 
also disputes between themselves, by one party, as they say, intruding on the other, where 
each are in the habit of fishing — (Mr. Gibson, Mayor of Limerick.) 

Steeping flax is the only thing I can learn to have produced injurious effects upon the 

fishery of the Lower Shannon and its tributaries (Mr. Roche, M.P.) 1 

There are no weirs entirely obstructing the passage of Salmon in the river Shannon, be- 
low Limerick; the river varies in width from nine miles to one mile and less, near Lime- 
rick. Few Scotch weirs extend beyond one hundred yards from the shore. The King’s 
gap is always open in the Lax weir above Limerick. 



I here are not any stake-nets, standing-nets, or any other trap or construction for taking 
Salmon, which entirely obstruct the fish in passing up or down the lower Shannon, but 
there are above Limerick in the tributary streams. 

. There are several cot-nets, and long sweep-nets made use of immediately below Lime- 
rick, with meshes so small as to take the fry. 

On the Lower Shannon there are no works which are injurious, the width of the river is 
so great that the two steamers at present on it are not considered of any injury; the 
chief enemies of the Salmon are the Seals and Porpoises; 

There are no other illegal modes used for taking Salmon frv ; they are never taken in 
the stake-nets, as the meshes are of such a size, that small fish would escape. I 
do not think a fish smaller than a Herring would be taken in the stake-nets . — ( The Kniqht 
of Glin.) 

On the river Shannon, below Limerick, the stake-nets or slob-weirs are the great evil 
complained of; sweep-nets and cot-nets are also used by persons having no right, except an 
usurped one. This bus continued for thirty years to my knowledge, above Limerick, on 
the streams ot Garry voe and Doonass. Long gaffs are used in the spring and autumn for 
taking Salmon. In July, and part of August, stroke-hauls are made use of, being three 
large hooks made fast back to back. 

On the Shannon, the Eel weirs at Killaloe destroy a great quantity of fry, to the extent 
that they feed their pigs with it; and this is said to be done in consequence of the im- 
mense quantity ol Eel fry taken at the strand and quays of Limerick. The law is suffi- 
ciently strong to prevent the practice ; but unless the police are ordered to put it in force, 
few other persons will be found to do it. 

Lights are used on the river Shannon in the latter end of summer and autumn for gaffing 
Salmon ; spears are not used. Doonass is the most remarkable place I know of for talcing 
spawning fish, which is done with gaffs affixed to very long handles. Salmon are taken in 
the spring of the year, on their passage to the sea, in nets, and bv angling, in several parts 
of the Shannon. J ° c 



The short-net fishermen constantly trespass below the great Lax-weir; there have been 
some disputes amongst the long-net men and the short-net men, but not of a very 
serious nature. I am not afvare of any combination existing amongst the parties — (Mr. 
Percy.) 

In the smaller rivers of the Shannon there are several weirs which entirely run across 
without a gap, and in low water entirely impede the Salmon ; in many of these they have 
Salmon traps, and also nets for the purpose of killing Eels and Salmon fry. Salmon are 
taken in their return to the sea by nets on weirs, by rods, traps, Eel weirs, and in almost 
everv part of the Shannon, and generally about the latter end of November, December, 
and Januarv. 



There are constant disputes between my watchmen and the fishermen poaching by night 
on mv exclusive fishery, which I hold; also between them and the persons having the 
right of fisheries from St. Thomas’s Island up the Shannon— (Mr. Gabbett.) 

On the river F eal there are two mill- weirs, one above the other, below the town of Lis- 
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towel; and one mill- weir on the Gale : none of these „ , 

fish. Occasionally stake-nets and standing-nets are set in this 

struction is from the mill-weirs. mei » b ut the prmcipal ob- 

Spurge is used constantly for killing and taking the fish 

Jstzs si sa du ™ 8 , the s ™ 

_?c^r;r.^“, d rir 1116 *“ during Apu ^'meees 

? A 'S T , akln « tIle 6oI “ oh % ™ the months of March; April, and May particularly 

on K.lU° e , "-hero tltey are destroyed bv thousands. 1 a m..y, parttcularly 

aimre tsa very extensive Eel fishery at Killaloe : the Eel fishing beoins in October and 
of Sliin 5rt, ST ; b “V as 1 have before stated, the nets are all left down for the purpose 
of killing the Salmon after spawning, and Salmon fry. Eels go down to spawn: Eel fry 
come up shortly after being spawned._(Afr. Gibson, Mayor of Limericlt.) 1 y 

There are no traps on the Lower Shannon; but there are traps erected In the various tri- 

butanes, which are injurious at every season of the year (The Knight of Glin.) 

There is an extensive fishery at Killaloe, and minor ones elsewhere, where they take 
'7S of Eds. The weirs are generally constructed oftwo stone walls intheshape 

of V, mtlie wtdejiart to,he stream, at the lower part of which there is an openin', of about 
tin-ee feet wide, with a frame of wood, to which tL nets are fastened : th J webs are per! 
manent buildings and sometimes, as at Killaloe, extend nearly across the river ; the nets 
are put on at night, or m floods, and being generally in the polession of poor peris, a re 
*’“? "P “ ns T d . for takm S * ‘ e Sdm« fty and Salmon after spawning, for which pur- 
pose they are constantly used. Nets m frames are generally employed in taking Eels trader 
mills, lhe Lei fishery at Killaloe is the only one in this part of the river: the quantity 
caught in one night, will sometimes, I understand, exceed seven horse loads. There are 
several motor weirs on the Shannon; the Eel fishery generally commences in September, 
and continues three months. The Eels are taken in their passage to the sea, from whence it 
is supposed they never return; they spawn during the winter. The fry appear (if the weather 
is very fine, and no floods,) about I'ebruary. — (.Ur. Gabbett.) 

, .V£ tf Y S P a . rt ^ Ie , ” ver Shannon (Limerick), there are not any conservators or water- p ,• 
bailiffs, but they would be most desirable, if under the Government'and control of the Ma- Pr0tecfl0n ‘ 
gistrates and Chief Constable of Police ; in this they would doubtless be aided by the nei«h- 

bourmg gentry, who, when thus supported, would probably take an interest in it (T/r. 

Roche, Jl.P.) v 

/There are no conservators on this part of the Shannon, but it would be highly desirable 
there should-be; those persons who may have the right of fishing should be bound to con- 
tribute towards the protection of their interests ( The Knight of Glin!) 

Conservators would be of the greatest possible benefit, if the matter were taken up by the 
Government. If the assistance of the police was had to execute warrants, &e., I think the 
thing could be done without much expense, and it would be a national good, lhave watch- 
men tor the protection ol my weir and fishery, which I send up the weirs sometimes in the 
spawning season, to try and protect the fish; but little can be done in this way by an indi- 
vidual — (Mr. Gabbett.) ' “ 

I am sure if there were water-bailiffs to protect the Shannon, it would lie of the greatest 

possible service, and I would have them appointed under government (J/r. " Gibson 

Mayor of Limericlt.) 

On the river Shannon there is a water-bailiff and his deputy, who receive certain fees; 
but within my memory the persons who have filled these situations never interfered as to 
tne fishery, nor did the public ever conceive they bad any right to do so. In mv opinion 

the police are the proper persons to enforce the law with effect (Mr. Percy.) 

„ On the river Feal there are are no conservators or water-bailiffs for the protection of the 
river — ( Captain IV. Shephard , R. N.) 

On the river Shannon the delect appears to be in the ineffective execution of the laws, Laws, 
or the want of an organized system, under the influence and protection of the Govem- 
m ^r*. P riva J e individuals cannot, or will not, take upon themselves the burden of 
pulling down illegal Scotch and slob-weirs, and similar impediments to the success of the 
fisheries — (Mr. Roche, M. P.) 

The laws are sufficient on this part of the Shannon, if properly administered. It would 
be highly desirable that the rights of the different parties claiming should be distinctly de- 
fined.-/ The Knight of Glin.) 

^ think the laws, if properly and fully enforced, would be effective, except as regards the 
illegal weirs, which I think require more summary enactments, and a heavy penalty against 
erecting them — (Mr. Gabbett.) 

In most cases I think the laws sufficient, but the defect lies in their not being adminis- 
tered scarcely at all on this part of the 1 Shannon. If the Government take it up, I think 
there would be no difficulty or opposition : there should be an easier and more summary 
mode of conviction, &c., a heavier penalty on persons transgressing the laws. From 
Limerick, to the mouth of the Shannon, where Scotch slob or standing-nets are in 
numbers, the country people are all leagued in protecting them, in defiance of the law, 

F 2 
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and any person interfering would risk the most dangerous consequences. (Mr n;i 

Mayor of Limerick.) 1 K ^Unon, 

I conceive a revision of the fishery laws would be attended with much good : the laws af 
present in force have not been administered, when they might, with effect, from the indiffer- 
ence or apathy of the immediate owners or proprietors of the Fisheries ; many of whom re" 
side on the river, and who, if they do not encourage poachers, take no notice of what nmnrJ 

to the great injury of Salmon fishing (Mr. Percy.) Urs> 

On the river Feal, the laws are sufficient, if properly enforced, and no difficulty would 
exist, if people would come forward with information against delinquents : perhaps some 
local regulations might prove beneficial ( Captain TV. Shephard , R.N.) F 



KERRY RIVERS. 



EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



Ravers Laune and The river Maine is navigable from the Inch Bar to the bridge of Castlemain, a dis- 
Maine ‘ tance of about twelve miles ; but from the narrow mouth of the inner shoal bay, it is about 

seven miles ; the tide flows about three and a half miles above the bridge : it flows in the 
river Laune from the mouth about four miles, and is navigable two and a half miles. 

The tributary rivers are the Flesk, which falls into the Maine, six miles above the 
bridge, and many other mountain streams: the most considerable are the Aunahily, Keel- 
brodagh, and the Castle River. The principal rivers falling into the Laune are the Gid- 
dagh, Guistin, and the Low, below the lakes of Killarney; and into the lake, the Flesk 
a second river of that name, and many other small mountain streams. 

The fisheries in the rivers Maine and Laune are private property, held in fee by seve- 
ral proprietors with their estates ; but there are some public Salmon fisheries in the estu- 
ary called bank fisheries. 

The fish have increased in the Laune because it is protected in some measure, and be- 
cause the large lake from which it runs naturally protects the Salmon in the spawning 
season. But the river Maine has no protection ; and consequently the fisheries have 
dwindled into nothing ( Sir J. Godfrey.) 

The lakes of Killarney, comprising three, (the Upper, Turk, and Lower Lake,) are in 
the vicinity of the river Laune. 

Ihe rights of fishing are all private property; but rod fishing is not prevented on either 
lake or river. 



Currane River. 



Kenmare River. 



The Salmon have decreased very much within the last thirty years, in consequence of 
ex portation of large quantities to England. The high prices have rendered the 
killing and taking them so lucrative, that there is no oppoi’tunity of doing so passed 
over: add to this, there not being sufficient care taken to prevent their being killed when 
spawning, and also for the protection of the fry ( Captain J. Herbert . , R.N.) 

According to my own observation, and from what I have heard others say, the Salmon 
fishing has greatly diminished in the river Laune, and the lakes and rivers contiguous 
thereto, within the last twenty-five years. The principal causes I take to be, the want of 
a close time during the spawning months, and of a close day in every week during the 
fishing months : also, the weirs that have been on the river from ' time to time, stretched 
nets, the use of small meshes, and the want of an adequate number of efficient overseers to 
protect all the rivers from foul fishing, without which the laws would be of no avail.— (Mr. 
Lindsay.) 

The river Currane, flowing from a lake of that name into the Bay of Ballinskelligs, is 
not navigable ; nor does the tide flow up it, except at high water in spring tides, and then 
only about one hundred yards. 

The only river which flows into the Currane between the lake and sea is a mountain 
stream, called the Finglasha, which is sometimes greatly flooded. There are two rivers 
flowing into the Currane Lake, one on the south side called the Copal, flowing from a 
lake oi that name, the other at the north side called the Coomera, which is supplied from 
our oi five lakes, the principal one called Loch Derriana, also Loch Islaney Inagh, Loch 
JNabrackdarrig, and Capanagrann Lake. 

r ^ ^ ie rights, of fishing are, and have been, time immemorial, private property ; they 
were granted with the lands. of Currane, in the veign of Charles II., to Robert Reading, 
afterwards Sir Robert Reading ; and from the wording it appears to be a renewal of a 
pre-existing grant. It is a patent fishery. 

The Salmon fishing has decreased considerably, since the practice commenced of hauling 
at the river s mouth — (Mr. Butler.) 

Tlie Kenmare river is navigable for at least twenty-five miles, and is an estuary from 
Kenmare to Cleady on the river Roughty (which is about two and a half miles,) it is 
navigable when the tide is in for good sized hookers, as far as Rouglity bridge. 

Its tributary rivers are the .Roughty and Sheen on the estuary, Aughberg and Cleady 
with some minor streams running into the Roughty; there are no lakes in its vicinity. 

llie rights or fishing in the river Kenmare are private property, in as much as every 
man claims right of fishing as far as his land extends ; said fishing extends about five miles 
on the river Roughty. 

The Salmon fishing in the river Kenmare has considerably diminished, in consequence 
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changed S m0n 316 “ ' Va) ’ S “ SeaS °" ; 1 C “ nn0t 566 “ y advanta 8 e that would b/from any 

I should think that Salmon proceed up the rivers to spawn in September October 
retum “ Febraaty and “”<* = they are in condition in May!!!(» 

In the i rivet -Laune, net-fishing .commences on the fir st of January, and terminates the 
fourteenth of September ; some of the fishermen take Salmon later, there not bein “ a suffl 
eient watch on the river.. I consider it would be desirable to shorten the season™! mond. 

Stain ha b ,r g °» n January. 0 ^ ° f *« ba ™S »« 

The Salmon commence going np the river Laune, for the purpose of spawning iu the 
month of October and return m January. They are in condition in a month afe” return! 
mg to the sea — ( Captain J. Herbert , B. N.) 

In the river Laune the cot fishers fish the whole year round, to the great destruction 
of the spawning fish during the spawning months. An act should therefore be passed ap- 
pomting a close time for at least four months, from the lstof October to the 1st of Feb- 
ruary which would, I think match the river. There should also he a close dav for ever! 
Momlay nmming S UnSm0ndl ^ f ' oms ‘ x °’ clock evei 'J' Saturday evening to six o’clock every 

The principal months of the brown fish going up the rivers to spawn, I take to be Oc- 
tober, November, and December, and of returning, February, March, and April. As to 
the time of getting into condition after spawning, I cannot positively say, but I should 
suppose eight ox-, nine months — (Mr. Lindsay.) 

On the Currane River, the periods fixed bylaw for commencing the fishing, are from 
the 1st of January till the 12th of August. I should think from my acquaintance with the 
different rivers, they would be better fixed by commencing the 20th of January and end- 
ing the 1st of September. I know of but one exception, the Caragh, which is almost alto- 
gether a winter fishery, commencing in October. The periods are observed in the 
Currane. 



Salmon proceed up the river Currane, to spawn, in October, November, and December 
and return in March, April and May, and sometimes as late as June. I have marked what 
we call spent Salmon going down in March and April ; and have caught them in July in con- 
dition — (Mr. Butler.) 

On the River Kenmare, the periods are for commencing the fishing, in March, and for 
terminating the 12th of August. But some of the proprietors fish until the 1st of October 
a.nd after. The principal months are June, July, and August. It maybe desirable to con- 
tinue fishing until the 1st of September, and no longer ; as then there would be a sufficient 
number of Salmon allowed in the rivers to spawn. They commence running in April and 
May, and continue until November and December; the two latter are the spawning months. 

They return down the river in February and March, and some in April, and are in condi- 
tion in June. — (Mr. Mayberry.) 

From experience, I know the renters of fisheries, and owners, in the river Kenmare, be- 
gin their operations about the middle of June. The existing laws impose a great penalty 
on those who fish after the 12th of August ; notwithstanding which, the owners of fisheries 
in all cases continue till about the 12th of September. The great emolument to be derived 
from the fish taken between the 12th of August and 12th of September, when Salmon are 
in the highest order, will, I consider, account for the law's being transgressed. 

Salmon generally proceed up the river Kenmare to spawn the latter end of September, 
and during October — (Mr. Hickson.) 

In the river Maine, Salmon and Trout are taken by stake-weirs, drag-nets, and cot-nets. Modes of Fishino- 
In the river Laune, with drag-nets, and cot-nets. There are also two Scotch weirs at 
the mouth, in the estuary, which are very injurious to the inland fisheries ; they are made 
of stakes and iron hoops, or wire, instead of stakes and nets, to evade the law. In the 
tributaries, Salmon and Trout are taken with purse-nets, and at night with lights and 
gaffs, in the spawning season. 

In the river Maine, stakes and handles in the form of a spur, with a stage in the middle 
to which a purse-net is affixed, of four feet in the mouth. There is a stone weir much of 
the same shape, with a fixed double purse — (Sir J Godfrey.) 

There is a stake weir lately erected below the mouth of the river Laune ; the nets 
used are drag-nets ; and from the lake down to Killorglin, a distance of about eight 
miles, cot-nets, are used. There is no stake-net used on this river ( Contain J. Her- 
bert , R.N.) 1 

In the river Laune, Salmon are taken with weirs lately erected, with large sean-nets at 
the mouth of the river, and with cot-nets, with small hauling nets in the course of 
the river ; and I believe with purse-nets, but with the latter clandestinely. — (Mr. Lindsay .) 

The Salmon are taken in the Currane River in a stone-weir, and occasionally by a small 
drag-net, or two poles — (Mr. Butler.) 

In the river Kenmare, Salmon are generally taken by drag-nets : there are no stake-nets 
used on this river. — (Mr. Hickson.) 
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Hirer Maine. 



There is a stone weir extending across the river Maine, which obstructs the passage of 
Salmon. The other weirs are ebb and flowing weirs, and fish accordingly. There is no 
King’s gap. 

In no instance do stake-nets, standing-nets, Sec., entirely obstruct the fish passing up and 
down the river, except in the stone weir alluded to ; but preparatory to a haul, the drift- 
net is put across the river, and kept fixed or standing, which obstructs the passage of the 
fish for the time. 

The tributaries of the rivers Lanne and Maine, are often poisoned by roach lime and 
spurge, &c. 

Lights are used at the sources, and in the tributaries of these rivers, for the purpose of 
spearing Salmon at night, to a great extent in the months of September, October, 
November, and December. I do not think that Salmon fry are destroyed on their 
return to the sea, except by rod fishing to a trifling extent. The meshes of the nets are in 
general small enough to take fry, but owing to the weirs being mostly erected to take fish 
coming from the sea, they do little injury to the fry on their return. 

The fishermen complain of the newly constructed Scotch weirs, and of stretch or stop- 
nets being placed across the river, previous to making a haul. 

I am not aware of any injurious combinations among the authorized fishermen, but per- 
sons who are neither farmers nor owners of fisheries, get boats and nets under pretence of 
fishing on the banks, or public fishery in the estuary, and often trespass on the undisputed 
rights of others, which tends to quarrels and litigation. — (Sir J. Godfrey.) 

In the river L iune, there are no weirs that entirely obstruct the Salmon in their pas- 
sage. There is but one mill-dam turning part of the water of the river Flesk, to a mill of 
a Mr. Leahy’s. I have been informed that they take quantities of fry in the season, at this 
mill, by placing a basket in the mill stream. They have also a habit of watching in high 
water, and galling the Salmon as they get over the mill stream. Salmon are unavoidably 
taken in the nets in the months of February and March. 

The fishermen do not complain of any injurious modes of fishing, except fishing on 
Sunday ; when that is the case, the cot fishermen, and those who draw in the lake, 
complain. The law against fishing on Sunday is totally disregarded — ( Captain J. Her- 
bert , ll.N.) 

I have been informed, that fishermen on the river Laune who fish with large sean-nets, 
when making the haul after shooting out their nets, keep them for a considerable time 
stretched quite across the river, fastened with ropes to the banks, instead of hauling them 
in immediately after shooting them out, which ought to be done by one continuous act ; 
this is a most unfair and injurious mode of fishing, and should be provided against by legis- 
lative enactment. The penalty should be at least £5, with forfeiture of boats, nets, and 
other implements. 

' There are many injurious modes of fishing used, particularly in the tributary rivers. 
These are carried on particularly during the winter, when the fish run up to spawn, to the 
great destruction of both Salmon and Trout. 

I do not know of any thing supposed to produce injurious effects upon the fishing in 
the river, except the steeping of flax. 

I do not think the quantity of fry taken with rods very material ; but I have been in- 
formed that great quantities of fry have been taken in "the large sean-nets used at the 
mouth of the river near Kiilovgiin, the nets having small meshes. 

The fishermen of the lakes and the upper part of the river Laune, complain very much 
of the weir lately erected, and of the cross or stretched nets, also of fishing on (Sunday, 
practised in the lower part of the river ; and fishing with cross-lines on both the lakes and 
rivers — (Mr. Lindsay .) 

There is not, nor was there ever a King’s gap in the river Currane : the breadth of the 
river would not allow it: in fact it would render the fishery of little value. 

There are several injurious modes of fishing used in the upper rivers. Those modes are 
practised principally in the spawning season ; and though the proprietor of the fishery em- 
ploys different keepers, much mischief is done, from the difficulty of catching the parties in 
the act of' fishing. There has also great injury been done by persons hauling with large 
herring and mackerel-nets into boats near the river’s mouth. The proprietor was obliged 
to bring an action on the ease, in which he succeeded ; but the attempt is sometimes made 
still, and before a boat can be got afloat, the praties are off. This practice rendered the 
fishery valueless during the years it was followed, and has totally extinguished the fishery on 
the Inny, a large river flowing into the same bay. 

There are tucking mills on the Coomera and Finiglaslia; they have no proper opening 
for the small fish or fry, many of which I am sure are destroyed by placing baskets under 
the mill-race. 

Spurge grows in quantities near the river ; it is never used in the river Currane, but is 
on the Inny, and I believe on the Coomera: it is very destructive. I do not know of any 
other poisonous substance being used. 

Lights are much used in all the upper rivers in the spawning season ; and the practice 
would be constant but for the watch kept. 

There are no illegal modes used for killing Salmon or Salmon fry on the river Currane , 
the fry appeal- in March and April, and in May all the fry and small fish pass through the 
weir without difficulty, and there is a place left open in the weir for Salmon to pass to 
the sea after spawning, so that none of them can be injured, or taken ; every thing is done 
on this river to protect the fish, and promote their increase. — {Mr. Butler .) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




KERRY RIVERS. 



4T 



There are on the river Skeen some ledges of rocks, which prevent the Salmon in a ereat 
measure from ascending to deposit their spawn 1 g eat 

SkeeD ’ ** "** — ““ ° f *■ Sal. 

JffSSt SSif* poisOM,ls "' eed> is " sed t0 a greate “ ° n the K «. 

Lights are used on these rivers in November and December, for the purpose of 
speanng and gaffing Salmon on the spawning beds. Salmon are also taken on their 
passage to the sea after spawning, by angling, in all parts, in January and Februan Rod 

vi' 1 "„ S M IllJl,, ’Tl ° fr - Ti ‘ le J appear in March audApril, and are 'on their passage to the • 
sea m May. There are no stake-nets used here. F c 

is ° f M,S bei, '= Sh0t ““ “ ">>« «ta tide 

There are ivater-bathfe oil the river Laune, that are paid bv the proprietors, and some- Protection 
t,mes by the farmers of the fisheries ; this I think a had plan,' as the formers are often ot Pr ° leC “ m - 
informed of many offences. On the river Maine there are none, which is the canse of the 
failme ot the fishery : I think the best mode would be to appoint District Inspectors of In- 
with hni iff* mirW fhnivi t.-, . 1 



fivers, who are paid on annual salary 

any hues levied on persons convicted of breaches of the fishery laws (Mr. Butler.) 

On the kenmare river there are no such officers as conservators or water-bailiffs for the 
protection ol the river.— (Mr. Hickson.) 

I he laws relative to the fisheries in these parts (Kerry,) are not considered sufficient, Laws, 
inasmuch as that they are so easily evaded in various wavs .—(Captain J. Herbert P V) 

I think the fishery laws are very complicated, and very difficult to be understood, or de- 
fined, anti very hard of application ; for instance, in the use of step-nets across the mouths 
oi rivers. I think it is hard to apply this to the stop-nets far removed from the months of 
rivers. All these laws may be reduced into one Act, and made more clear and stronger in 
its operation, especially against those who destroy Salmon by night, with lights, in the 
spawning season — ( Sir J. Godfrey.) 

I think the laws for the protection of the Salmon fisheries may be improved and made 
more clear.— (ff/r. Butler.) 

I do not think the laws sufficient ; the penalties in manv cases are quite inadequate. 
Adding the forfeiture of the implements used in contravention thereof, would have a most 
beneficial effect. Nor do I think they are sufficiently strictly enforced ; the fishery laws are 

so diffused and scattered in the statute books ; it is so difficult to make them out (Mr. 

Lindsay.') K 

I strongly recommend the law to be altered, by extending the time to the 12th Septem- 
ber; this opinion I ground on the fact, that the owners of the fisheries being themselves 
guilty of an illegal act, by continuing to fish longer than the time prescribed, are conse- 
quently in the power of poachers, against whom they are afraid to enforce the law : the 
last-mentioned persons do a great deal of mischief' by destroying black Salmon.— (Mr. 
Hickson .) 

General Observations by Mr. Lindsay. 



I would recommend all the laws relating to the Salmon and Trout fisheries to be conso- 
lidated into an Act, containing, amongst others, the foliowing essential clauses, viz. : — 

•1st — A general close time for all the rivers and lakes in Ireland, of at least four months 
during the spawning season, from the 1st October -to the 1st February, with a power, (upon 
notice from any one or more ol the proprietors of any river, to call a meeting for the pur- 
pose) for the majority of such meeting to substitute any other close time they may deem 
more suited to such particular river, provided such substituted time should be commensu- 
rate with the general close time : also a close day in every week, during the fishing months, 
from six o’clock every Saturday evening to six o’clock every Monday morning; penalty for 
every offence £5, with forfeiture of boats, nets, and other implements. 

2nd. — A clause directing the hatches of weirs to be kept open, or so regulated, as not 
to take any fish during the above close times, penalty £20 for each time; also providing 
against the erection of any new' weirs, penalty £50, with abatement thereof. 

3rd — Regulating the size of meshes, penalty £5, with forfeiture of nets. 

4th — A clause against stretched nets, penalty £5, for every offence, with forfeiture of 
boats, nets, and other implements. 

5tli — A clause for preserving fry against all manner of fishing. 

6th — A clause against the lighting, draining, or other contracting of any rivers, for the 
purpose of taking any Salmon or Trout, penalty, for each of these two clauses, £5. 

7th — A clause against fishing with cross lines upon any lake or river, or any other unfair 
mode of angling, penalty £5, with forfeiture of boats, rods, lines, andother implements. 

8th. — A clause for appointing an adequate number of efficient overseers of rivers, with, 
fall power to seize all boats, nets, and other implements used in contravention of this Act. 

9th. — The penalties under this Act tobe recovered before any two or more magistrates of 
the county wherein the offence is committed, upon the oath of one or more witnesses ; with 
power to imprison for a limited time, in case of insufficient distress, or penalty not paid. 

If half the fine were given to the informer, and the other half were to go to a fund for the 
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payment of the overseers, I think it would have a beneficial effect in enforcing the ob- 
servance of the laws. 



Mr. Herbert’s Supplementary Remarks. 

There is another river, the Maine, running by Castlemaine, and'disembogueing itself at 
the same point as the Lanne. The fisheries on this river are also private property ; there 
are stage-nets used on it as well as drag-nets, and there is also a stone weir running across 
it, with hatches, in which purse-nets are so contrived as to take any Salmon going up ; con- 
sequently none can pass but when the weir is overflown, in time of flood. This weir is con- 
sidered a great grievance by persons having property higher on the river. The stage-nets 
have a King’s gap at either side, and I know of no hindrance or interruption to the fish 
passing through it. 



CORK RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The rivers which discharge themselves into the Bay of Bantry are very inconsiderable ; 
and Salmon fishing is entirely confined to a few sean-draughts in the bay itself, and in the 
neighbourhood of the mouths of those rivers ; the largest is the Donemark, or the Mea- 
lough, at the mouth of which is a waterfall, so steep, that but few Salmon can get up to 
spawn ; which no doubt operates against the Salmon in this bay. 

The right of fishing in this river is private property. 

The Salmon fishing in the Bay of Bantry is said to have been very considerable about 
sixty years ago, but of late years it has declined, and this, I believe, has proceeded from 
the practice of spearing Salmon. — (Mr. Murphy.') 

The river Hen is navigable for vessels of burthen, within three miles of the town of 
Skibbereen, and for small boats to the town, and one mile above it, to where the tide 
flows. The river empties itself into the sea at Baltimore harbour, six miles below the town 
of Skibbereen. 

There are many small streams, but none iu particular worth noticing. There are no 
lakes on its course, or in its vicinity. 

The right of fishing is private, and the property of Lieutenant-Colonel Townsend, by 
patent. 

Salmon fishing has diminished greatly for the last twelve or fifteen years, which I attri- 
bute to the want of protection on the river — (Mr. Clarke.') 

The river Bandon is navigable from the sea, as far as Collier’s Quay, which is situated 
two and a quarter miles south of Innishannon. 

Its tributaries are the Caher, Black Cascades, and Black Water. There are in its vici- 
nity the lakes of Cullinagh, Coolchelure, Shiplough, Loughadoifen, Drinagh, Loughatara, 

- Ballinacarrigv, and Dumnamvay. 

Salmon fishing has decreased in the Bandon river since the year 182G, when the Bandon 
weirs were erected on their present injurious construction (Mr. Shonlclham.) 

I know of no right claimed lower down the Bandon river than Innishannon ; above that 
the Duke of Devonshire and Mr. Adderly seem to claim rights, but whether they have 
them either by patent or otherwise I cannot say. 

So far as I can learn, and from my own observations, Salmon fishing has diminished con- 
siderably in the Bandon river, to the inhabitants, since the Scotch weirs have been estab- 
lished. It is said great numbers of fish are taken in those. Scotch weirs, erected between 
Kinsale and Collier’s Quay ; but they are all sent off to Cork, and I understand packed up 
for England, or elsewhere. These weirs have been in use for the last fifteen or twenty 
years ; fifteen years ago, two or three only were on the river, whereas, now, I suppose, 
there are fifty or sixty. — (Mr. Corker.) 

The fishery in the town of Bandon is considered the private property of the Duke of 
Devonshire, and rented as such. The fishery from Innishannon to Shippool Castle, has 
been claimed by individuals as private property, under patent ; but they have not been able 
to establish their right. 

Salmon fishing has very greatly diminished in the Bandon river ; from the great number 
of weirs on the river, and the quantities taken the first years, I believe that there was 
not sufficient left for spawning. Those weirs were erected about fifteen years ago, and 
have been constantly in use during the season (Mr. Beecher.) 

In the Glasson, commonly called the Bandon river, the rights of fishing are partly 
public and partly private ; tiie exact limits of each I am unacquainted with. The private 
rights have suffered grer t encroachments. 1 have a patent grant for fishing from the Bloody 
G at Kilmacsimon to Innishannon Pool, also a grant for two slob weirs. There have 
been lately several slob weirs erected on the banks of the river, without the proprietors 
having any grant for them. They are placed many yards in the channel. 

The Salmon fishery has greatly decreased since the stroke-hauls and spears have be 
come more numerous, by the difficulty thrown in the way of punishing offenders. 
Net-fishing and weirs at improper seasons have also proved highly injurious — (Captain W. 
H. Herrick, R.N.) 

The tide flows up the Arigadeen River about four miles from Courtmacsherry ; craft of 
about thirty or forty tons come up as far as Timoleague, a distance of three miles, and 
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season - kept, no fan- play given. There is no private property in Sefegrfftt 

The Salmon have decreased in this river, almost to their total exclusion ; the weirs at No 9 
have given the finishing blow to them; before they were erected the fish hZufine vt 

( T lX»°Tse’at$ “ any eSCaP<id 5 bUt MWl n °‘ ° ne ' ° f ™ »> 4- 

There are no navigable rivers in this neighbourhood. The river Comnhola is the most 
remarkable one here for Salmon. The modes of destroying the fish recendy practised on 
it, are those generally adopted on all the other rivers. 7 p ctlse<1 011 

. There are some very small and inconsiderable streams rising from the adjacent hieh 
mountains which flow into the river. There are no lakes upon its course J g 

There is no public or private right claimed by any Individual, but the privilege of lecal 
fisbng is vested in all tenants occupying land at each side of the river 

ri v“X“r) ed “ tUS riVe " ; 1 attribDte !t *° the — <**• 

, is Mvi S abl ? *» shi .P s to *0 City of Cork, about twelve miles from the Ri™, I „ 
sea at the harbour s mouth ; it is navigable for boats about two miles English, above he 
bridge, to which distance the tide affects the river. 

r i, Ter is . ootka southern the Middleton river is on the northern side 
of the haiboui , each navigable about a mile or two ; the Glanmire river on the north- 
ern bank, between Cove and the City of Cork. The Lee is navigable about half a mile above 
the City. The Blarney river, the Dnpsey, and Perrot are near Macroom. The Lee 
rises m the lake Inclngeela. 

r _ The P ub ]. ic «8 h t 5 s Maimed, and used in the harbour, and up to the city. It has been 
frequently disputed by persons claiming private and exclusive right at particular places, 
particularly as to Oysters, by Johnbmith Barry, Esq., at Foaty; and as to Salmon m the 
Middleton river, by Lord Middleton, who has weirs there. 

Salmon fishing has diminished in consequence of the employment of every mode of de- 
str^tion which can be devised.— (Mr. Bennet , Deputy Recorder of the City of Cork.) 

Ihe Mdcheton river is navigable from the East Ferry, for three miles towards the . t,- 

town of Middleton. The tide flows up to the middle of the town ; vessels of two hundred ' f dd eton River ‘ 
tons discharge their cargoes within an English mile of the town. 

Its tributaries are the Ballinasloe, Lisgoold, Gurtaerue, and Dungouney rivers: there 
are no lakes on its course or in its vicinity of any note. 

The rights of fishing in these rivers belong to several individuals ; namely, Lord Mid- 
dleton, and Counsellor Jackson, on the west, and Lord Middleton, and the Rev. Mr. Lona- 
field, on the east. 5 

Salmon fishing has considerably diminished in the Middleton river within these fifteen 
or twenty years. The fish are destroyed by every illegal means, and the spawn returning 
to the sea cut off. — (Mr. Bairy , M.P.) ° 

Salmon fishing commences in this Bay, (Bantry) in Julv, and continues to the end of Seasons. 

August- ' Bantry Rivers. 

Salmon proceed up the rivers to spawn in September, and return in November and 
JJecemb er. — (M r. M urphy.) 

Iiithe river lien, there are no legal periods fixed I believe. The local regulations River Reru 
admit the commencement of the fishery about the 1st of April generally, and it terminates 
seldom before the 1st of November ; these periods are generally observed with regard to 
the nets on the river ; I see no necessity of change. 

In this river the Salmon commence going up to spawn about the beginning of August; only 
few return, nearly all being destroyed by the peasantry ; those which escape to the sea, 
are not in condition before July — (Mr. Clarke .) 

By law the Salmon fishery commences in the Bandon River on the 1st of March, Banclon River, 
and ends on the 1st of November. I have reason to think that these periods are not ob- 
served strictly by any, but particularly by those below Innishannon, who erect what are called 
Scotch weirs (Mr. Corker .) 

The legal periods are well observed by the proprietors of the river; but common depre- 
dators, by stroke-hauling, have full play from November to March, and thev almost exter- 
minate the breeding fish (Rev. Mr. Sealy.) 

In the Glasson or Bandon river, the Salmon come up to spawn from the 1st of Novem- 
ber, but perhaps in December is the time they actually spawn ; and from that until near 
the end of February. They then go to the sea. They are not in condition until the 1st of 
April . — ( Captain W. H. Herrick , R.N.) 

In the Bandon river, the time the Salmon proceed up to spawn, is between the 31st of 
October and last day of February. They commence returning about the latter end of 
February and March, and go direct to the sea, and return in about a month after in condi- 
tion — (Mr. Biggs.) 

The laws that govern the Bandon river ought to govern the Arigadeen river. Arigadeen Rive?, 

Salmon begin to ascend this river ( Arigadeen) in July, and continue until about the mid- 
dle of January. — (Rev. Mr. Sealy.) 

e tbe Coumhola river periods have been fixed for the commencement and termination Coumhola River. 
Ol the seasons. In the 23rd and 24th Geo. III. cap. 40, it is rendered illegal to kill 
Salmon or Trout between the 1st of October and 1st of February, except by angling; but 

G 
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it is in November and December, when the Salmon come from the sea to suawn th„ 
are all destroyed. ^ Ule 7 

; Salmon proceed op the Coumhola river, to spawn, generally in November and DeoemW 
and ti e not in season, until they return to the sea. In some rivers thev are aiwavs * 
son . — ( Doctor O' Donovan.) J ^ 111 sea * 

On the river Lee, there are periods fixed by law, but perhaps little or no ininrV arises fm» 
tlieir non- observance, Silimm were never more abundantly taken than at the present 
(January 16th, 1836,) below this city (Cork) in drag nets or seans; and it being well 
tamed that the sources a- breeding ground in the rivers are limited in extent a 
number ot breeding fish p-as up, to stock the river, notwithstanding every mode ofdestmv 
mg them i he sc .redy or abundance of Salmon appears to depend solely on the sarin, 
river floods. If little rain falls m the latter end of Febru ry or beginning- "of M ireb iht 
quantity ot Salmon is evidently influenced thereby the succeeding summer. Two or thrP« 
heavy floods in the river, at the period alluded to, tend more to increase the quantity of 
Salmon in the succeeding season, than ••■ny other ascertained cause. ^ 

' It; woul [ 1 appear, that to spawn, is the sole object of Salmon ascending rivers. E rlv in 
the year the pea is less matured, and appears more and more advanced towards the approach 
of winter, iu size and molarity. It appears at present (16th J nuarv) to be at the fullest 
stze. risli are perpetually passing up the river Lee, always in good condition in comin* in 

from sea. 1 he less matured the pea, however, the better the quality (D,ctor B.dlm.'s 

Salmon are at all times of the year in season in this river, (Lee) and at all times taken 
although there » re times prohibited by various Statutes, made expressly for this river Pro! 
^tuitions have occasionally been instituted to prohibit, or pu ish taking fish at such times- 
but the practice continues daily, even upon Sunday k, when there is any flood in the rive/ 
or run ot huh. It would be very desirable to prevent the practice upon Sundays, and it is 
universally admitted, that the fishery is injured by such incessant use; yet those who prac- 
tise it, persist to their own injury, pie-ding present poverty as an excuse for permanent 
injury to the public and themselves. 1 

Spring S hnon run up the river Lee from January to April ; salmon peal from May to 
July; harvest Salmon, from July to September; winter Salmon, from October to Decem- 
ber— ( Mr. Bennett . , Deputy Recorder of the city of i ork.) 

Oil tile Middleton river, the Statute is not observed, [t would be very desirable that 
tins over should be preserved horn weirs, nets, spears, and other modes of destroying the 

Salmon proceed up tbis river to spawn, from September, till the latter end of February, 
some retnjnlug early ill February, after spawning, and .ire generally in condition again in 
about nine weeks after.- {Mr. Burn;, M.F.) 

. ^. !1 f ' !|e Gantry river, Salmon are taken with seans from forty to eighty f,, thorns long, and 
six latltoms deep. — (,1/r. Murphy.") la] 

On the river Hen, there is one stake-net, or as some call it weir,, which takes more Sal- 
mon than the several drag-nets on the river. '1 here is no other description of net on the 
river, except the drag-nets. 1 lie one weir I have mentioned, is constructed of several 
stakes standing in the mud, alongside tile channel, with netting all round. 

Considerably more Salmon and Trout were taken by the drag-nets, before the erection 
of the st .ke-net (Mr. Clarke.) 

. In tlHi Bandon river, Salmon are taken by weirs, stake-nets, and drag-nets, and an inin- 
notts mode used m the shallows, called stroke-hauling; this is mostly practised between 
Innidiannon C vile ” C ™’ MK 00 t *" f Bn ““ y rirer > a tril ™ai'y stream about a mile Iron 

The weirs or hatches belonging to the mills in Bandon are constructed of wood. Stake- 
net , common., called weirs (between Innisbannon and Kinsale), are made of stakes, nets, 
an wat mg. 1 ■t-.c weirs take the fish at high water, as well as when the tide begins to 
now, and are fislled at low water. Drag-nets are thrown across the river at low water, with 
a boat and men who land on the mud for that purpose. Stroke-hauling by means of a 
ang e o aige nooks attached to a thick line with a wheel and large rod, generally used 
beyond the mtiueuce ol the tide. I consider this very injurious. 

the diminution of the quantity of Salmon on the bandon river, has arisen from too many 
wens being erected, m consequence of which there was not sufficient Salmon left for spawn- 
tt’g — (Mr. Beecher.) 

. ,^ n l ^ le bandon liter, as far as I can judge, stake-nets have produced the effect of dimin- 

lhe quantity ot Salmon ; notone in fifty cm get up to spawn (Lr. Corker.) 

i cannot say whether stake-nets have produced the effect of diminishing the quantity of 
mon on the Bandon river. I consider tne weirs and stroke-hauls the chief injuries. 
Poisoning might be prevented. — (Mr. Slwuldham.) 

_ 1 ,e Glasson or B nrlon river. Salmon are generally taken, during the season, by weirs, 

ag-nets ; and out ot season, by stroke-hauls ; in open day, by nets, by lights and spears 
“ f | ^ L Stroke-hauls used in this river consist of a strong rod with a wheel and line 
nc as a jack-line, from the end ot which another as thick as whipcord with lead 
a £ u r > our inches to sink it, and three hooks tied back to back, so as to have one in 
each direction ; this is jerked out, and allowed to sink to the depth the Salmon lie, and then 

S “ T-i'i i ° rCe ’ when the Salinon are sure to be taken; and, from the strength of the 
tackle, killed at once. 

lhe use of the stake-net has diminished the quantity of Salmon, to a- very great degree^ 
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the Wh ° le ofthe ^‘ iWted season contrary to law, ■ 

On ihe Bandon river, the Salmon have considerably decreased since the erection of 
stake-nets, but I cannot say how far they have been the cause . -(Mr Biaas ) 

On the Arigadeen river nets of ail meshes are used. The want of a free passage op is 
destroying this river.— (Rev. Mr. Sealy) ^ ° 1 

On the Coumhola river, only nets and spears are used. The purse-net has diminished 
die Sa mon in a remarkab e manner. I know one river here, named the Carrmbee, where 
Salmon have been entirely destroyed (Doctor O’ Lonwwn ) 

. Il1 U ? e r,ver Lee Salmoa are takeu by weirs, nets, and rods, and various other ways, a* 
ingenuity may suggest. J 

The weirs on this river are made of stone and timber, and extend from north to south, 

across the river, in various situations {Mayor of Cork.) 

tb e river kee, there are stone weirs, with hatches of timber frames, and some weirs of 
Tough branches of trees, made into a coarse wicker-work.— (J/r. Bennett, Beputi, Recorder 
of ike City of Cork.) 1 J 

There are no stake-nets on this part of the river Lee ; a stake-net was erected on dial 
part .1 the river, between the city of Cork and the harbour, some sixteen years back, when 
the Commissioners for the improvement of the harbour, by die advice oi' the Counsel for 
ihe Crown, had it immediately abated — {Captain Hoy an, R.N.) 

On the Middleton river Salmon are taken with weirs, nets, spears, &c. The weirs 
are made of branches from trees, woven like a basket, and staked iu the ground jn the bed 
oi the river ; the nets are of hemp, and of different sized meshes. 

On tliis river stake-nets have diminished the quantity of Salmon considerablv; more than 
I can describe. — {.hr. Barry , M.P.) 

, ^ ie Ran try rivers spearing at night, with lights, is practised to a considerable extent Injuries and 
■wnen the Salmon are proceeding up the river, to spawn, and on their return after su iwninar. structions. 
— ( Mr. Murphy.) r ° 

On the river lien there are many small nets, or what are called trammels, set by poachers 
Across the river, during the night, which are very injurious, and obstruct the fish* in a great 
degree. 

I conceive that some lime-kilns, which are built immediately on the river, are injurious to 
4he fish. Spurge grows at a certain season a’ong the banks, and is ofien used by ihe lower 
orders, as is lime also, in destroying the fish. The on y obstructions ihat can l:e considered 
injurious are these lime-ki ns;-tiie constant fires kept up in them, which reflect great v on 
the water, prevent the fish from passing, and cause a dislike to come up the river. Lights 
are used in the spawning season, from November to March, from the town to where the 
river has its source. 1 am not aware of any other illegal me ns. 'Ihe rod fishing, I think 
must be injurious. The fry are never taken in the stakes or other nets. The fry appear about 
the first of March, and are on their passage to the sea until the first of June. Small fish and 
fry can escape without difficulty through the nets. Trout, or other fish of half a pound 
weight, are generally the smallest fish taken in the nets. — {Mr. Clarke.) 

The Bandon mill-weirs completely obstruct the passage of fish, except from November 
to March, when, I believe, they are kept open. I am told there is an open passage in the 
Bandon weir, from the first of November to the first of March. I know of no obstruction 
to the fish in any weirs .n these months. '1 here are not any injurious modes of fishing 
used on this river ; iu some instances the stake-nets may be a few yards beyond low water 
mark, which I suppose is contrary to 1 uv. S.roke-h.mling and spearing with iighls, at night, 
are practised, particularly on the Brinny river. 

In the narrow and shallow parts of the river towards Bandon and Brinny, I am informed 
that both spurge and lime are used for the purpose of poisoning the fish. I iinderst.nd that 
-the practice, of using lights for the purpose of spearing Salmon at night, prevails in the Brinny 
saver, and from Innishannon to Bandon. 

Ou the Bandon river, Salmon are occasionally taken, during the spawning se son, bv the 
methods I have before mentioned, in the shallow parts of the river; and above Iiunsiiannon, 
this is practised, I believe, at a l seasons. 1 am not aware of any other illegal inodes of 
taking Sa'mon or Salmon fry ; Sj mon frv could not be taken in the stake-nets, as the 
meshes are generally four inches wide ; tiie smallest fish taken by the stake-nets might 
weigh about half a pound. — {Mr. Beecher.) 

I conceive the Bandon river almost entirely obstructed, although the small aperture which 
I liave described, may be left open between the first of November and first of March ; yet 
a grating can be put in at any time ; and, even if left open, the force of the water in winter 
wou'd make the passage up most difficult. On two occasions, when the floods br ke duwn 
the weirs, the number of fish discovered up the river was very great. I have frequently seen 
lines with rods and white fl gs, strained across the river from bank to bank, to frighten the 
•Salmon from going up or down the river. 

From Innishannon, up the river, lights are frequently used. This practice prevails much, 
particularly high up both the Bandon and Brinny rivers, in the shallow w iter, and is most 
•destructive. It generally commences about tire first of November, and continues until 
M arch, after which it would be useless, as after March scarcely a Salmon can escape the 
Scotch weirs. Down the river, Salmon are t -ken on their passage to the sea, after spawning, 
by stroke-hauls and spears, and I have some reason to think, in the Scotch weirs and 
ponds, where they have ebb weirs. I do not conceive that fishing for fry or Salmon, with a 
fly, can be considered injurious. I have never heard that fry were taken in stake-nets. 

Fry appear about April or May, on their passage to the sea. I have seen some very small 

G 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




52 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Injuries and Ob- 
oiructions. 



nete put on the weirs, but I do not think very small fish are taken in them* a few IT • ■ 
and Sprats may have been taken, but not frequently— I dont think smaller fish than 
or large white Trout, are taken in the Bandon weir or hatch.— (Mr. Corker ) b moa 
On the Bandon river, I only know of one dve-bnn^ in Rond™ t 



,? • J. immense quantities or irv are taken WL 

rod fishing, and in no other way that I am aware of, unless the dve-stuff may ini. ire by 

no fry have ever been taken in the weirs. I can prove, if required, that the smaUeS 
taken in the slob weirs or nets, weigh from two to three pounds— (ikfr. Gillman) " 

The Bandon weir lias nominally a King’s gap, but tills is placed, not midstream, bntin a 
of the weir opposite to which the water is too shallow to allow the Salmon to use it ■ „ P 
in floods, the river is dry opposite the gap. There is also a white board across the „ “ P 
above it is the Palace Anne weir, about fourteen feet high, without any gap, and thfs isT 
mill weir which turns the whole water on the wheel, and except in the highest floods 
flsh can pass. This weir lias been lately erected. Stroke-hauls, nets, and spears, are used ^ 
an seasons, m the most open illegal manner; which, with the weirs described, utterly mm 
the fishMy. Spurge is extensively used as poison, and much damage done by it ; also by 

Uie fry are not much sought after in tills river, but every possible mode of destroying 
Salmon, is carried on at all seasons— (Ur. Shouldham.) uesreoying 

On the Bandon river, I presume all modes for taking Salmon are legal in legal time 
Rod fishing for fry, I conceive is of no bad effect-but as the fry remain at the bounds of 
salt and fresh water for a considerable period, say a fortnight before they venture to 
sea, it is there the destruction of them is made by small meshed nets, in April and Mav 
drawing for a small kmd of Trout, called Slob Trout, which run up from the sea about that 
^aZf 3 ) e " UetS ^ °^ en Cased Wlt l smab meshed nets for wrong purposes (The Rev. 

On the Bandon river, they are in the habit of preventing fish falling down or dronning 
teek, as the water falls, after floods, by placing flags of different bright colours acrosJdif 

On this river, in almost every way, injurious modes of fishing are used. In the first in 
stance, drawing nets during the time the fish are coming np to spawn, principally practised 
between Colliers Quay and Kilmacsimon, during the prohibited season. I have known 
the bants If !{?' m F h . e day-time, between Innishannon and Bandon, stroke-hauling on 
the banks of the river. Lights and spears are used on all the tributary streams g . 

I am not aware of any obstructions on the river, except the mill-dam or weir at Bandon. 

d f a , e ° ften ' n ld aige ?' la !’!!, tle , s of % have keen there taken in baskets, and by 
othet means. Quantities are also killed at Collier’s Quay by nets y 

J.!^S t r n a^^.) beenIimrfi 

There is a weed which grows on the banks of the Bandon river, which is bruised and 

tovarl 7 Sar.“° killS &1 \-. T1 ’ are discharge’s from dye-houset and 

ri™ d h ^VJ.injnnons. The digging or dredging for sand or- gravel in the 
river, does occur, and is injurious. — (Mr. Biggs.) ° 

KiMocdt I hrid deen 1 ™’ mil y. a “’ or st °™ lately erected just below 

Kfiwt a mi e ab ° v6 . Hm % b ddge; this dam completely stops the 
of an mZ, 1 f ’ er Fd Sr “ S ' lp llVer - Tlie t0 "' n side of is perpendicular, instead 
and “ ao passage at any season ; of course ids a certain means 

^Ss^^^r^r ised;nete< gaffs ’ Iights - rad ' 

ino^m'-^riPK^n^ r T’, there . are no ,T ei c S ’ strictl 3' speaking ; but the mode of construct- 
devfce us«l^ to *. Unp ° SSlble for the Salmon to get over them. There is nd 

m ents • buttl f theflshf ™ m entering the river. On this river there are no embank- 
watched nn tlipii— S en e>‘ally destroyed early in May, if the water be low. They are 
erows on the In L u l n . to tbe sea > and generally taken in baskets or small nets. Spurge 
provided in 1„? ^ ! , v *' ™ ost fa J al and effe etual mode of destroying tlie fish. P It is 
speed K de^ . “f qUI ‘“'bes, at intervals from the source to the month of the river, and 

>“ a n—P— There 

princfpal ^^&d^rf&tar” ber - ™ S Pl ' aCt!ce gene '' ally preTaih ’ a ” d !s a 
and hhirch 316 /^ 611 V tbeb ' r f turn to die sea, by reversing the purse-nets, in February 
■theVM to^lie^™ • n ° f l, aWa, d f ¥ TTT are used - Numbers of fry are taken with rods ; 

■ Thfn “ l ’, the end “ f A P nl and M »y~ (Dr. O’ Donovan.) 

SalmonTd.^ ^ of “e CoTrivmT^ ^ ^ n0 Muenceonthe 

less^thc TV,?™ ‘ n , *, eir desce “ duri "g die spring months ; they are worth- 

for Salmon frr -n-wt! °^ tb ° se wblcb P 333 U P this river certainly never return. The fishing 
If the ahsenoioffl r .°^» ^ ts but a short time, and cannot be injurious to any extent, 
certain I v their ? 0< ! S f etams tbe % m . the deep holes for any time, the cormorants are 
that few small e ^ ro y ei ' 3 - It being before the breeding season, and also at a time 

Than n inl • and f- & ^ coast ’ are forced to seek for their suppoi-t more inland 

••vast n U mbeVs._?(kS 0 rM e r) tia0rdinai7 aCtivky and V ° racity ’ destl '°y the >' oung fish ia 

'excetriVh'ahVnnlL ° U brancb op tbe rdVer Lee, just above the city of Cork, which, 
P 0 , entirely obstruct the passage of Salmon. In each there is a passage 
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^k*A ngSga ?’ c ^? a ' 5 ] e of being opened or closed; they are sometimes kept open, bnt 

whether continually for any fixed period, or regularly, I cannot say. F P ’ 

I am not aware of any stake-nets, standing-nets, or other construction on the river Lee, Injuries and Ol>- 
Sa ode of fiT' 5 r b T allud l d ?’■ " llich *■>> Posing; but the stSns. 

Sem Hm- n ri h b °f u T* P ractised ’ must almost necessarily obstruct 

them during the time while the state of the tide permits the boats to ply ; for one boat has 
its net extended almost entirely across the river, while another is drawn and cast again 
, 1 Yl ™ l a T, are of spnrge being used to poison the Salmon in the river Lee ; but I have 
Trout that ° 0tl Sp “ Ige and lime n-oecasionallyused in the tributary stream, for destroying 

It was supposed that the introduction of steam boats would injure the fishery ; the appre- 
hension is now, I believe, abandoned. There is a gas manufactory, but there is no 
obnoxious influx of matter into the river, all being consumed or disposed of otherwise ; 

^similar kind ° f ^ chaImel W lere &h rIn ' 1 am not aware of “V other injuries of 



The practice of using lights, at night, formerly prevailed ; but the run offish up the river 
above the city is so scarce, that the practice is not often adopted to any considerable extent in 
the mam river, but it is in the tributary streams. Salmon are taken on their passage to 



■used for the destruction of Salmon fry ; but these devices have been discontinued latterly. 
I have heard of lime being used for the destruction of Trout on the smaller rivers.— ( Captain 
■Hoy an, R.N.) K t 



• ^ we * rs on t ^ e r ‘ ver Lee have what is called a King’s gap ; the fish (except 

in high floods) are prevented from going up the river. There are a number of flour mills 
on the fiver, which more or less impede the passage of the fish : there are also extensive 
powder nulls at Ballmcollig, which must be injurious to them. 

The fish in this river return to the sea from January to April ; the fry descend from the end 
of March until May. There are no other modes of taking Salmon than those I have 
■described. _ Salmon fry are occasionally taken with the rod, but not to any extent. Sand 
is taken up in many parts of the river Lee, but not so as to be injurious to Salmon or other 
fish . — ( Mayor of Cork.) 

On the Middleton river, the weir before described does not entirely obstruct the passage; 
but the Salmon are frequently caught in their return down the river. I know of no open 
•passage through any of the weirs. Stake-nets, standing-nets, &c., frequently obstruct the 
fish in passing up or down the river, for they are generally drawn across the river to 
prevent the Salmon or large Trout returning to the sea at the ebbing of the tide. There 
is a general obstruction by mill-dams, &c., but the Salmon fry are taken by various methods 
in descending to the sea. I know of no spurge growing on the banks of* the river; but in 
low water, lime is put into some parts of the river to kill the fish. The only injury is the 
■cleansing of the vessels belonging to the distilleries, in summer when the water is low; 
there is no other way of discharging, but into the public river. 

On the Middleton river, lights are used continually, from the commencement of the 
Salmon appearing in the river— that is, from September to February. Thev are used on 
all the branches of the river during that period. Salmon are taken ’in their passage to the 
■sea, after spawning, with weirs, nets, spears, and different other instruments of destruction. 

Salmon fishing with a single rod is not considered injurious, so very few being taken in that 
way; for every Salmon so taken, it is supposed that hundreds of fish are taken with 
nets, spears, and other destructive engines, such as the scan, small-net, purse-net, &c. The 
smallest Graylings are taken in the nets prepared for the river use. 

It is considered that, on an average, the destruction of Salmon by illegal methods, 
annually, on this river and outside the mouth of it, amounts to upwards of fifteen or 
sixteen hundred ; in consequence of which the growth of the Salmon is curtailed, not allowing 
them to come to maturity; for the smallest caught in either the weirs or nets, &c., are kept 
and made sale of, or consumed. Whenever the river was protected, as had been the case 
some years past, even for a season or two, the Salmon and Trout were abundant ; but 
‘when that was relinquished, a diminution rapidly occurred {Mr. Barry, M.P.) 

On the lien river, there is no protection whatever. — {Mr. Clarke.) Protection, 

On the Bandon river, there are no conservators or water-bailiffs employed It strikes Laws, &c. 
‘me that the Water Guard stationed at Kinsale and Collier’s Quay, would be proper persons 
to appoint for that purpose, as the tide ebbs and flows from Kinsale to Collier’s Quay. 

* — {Mr. Beecher .) 



The local law, if put into force, is amply sufficient to protect the fisheries {Mr. Gillman . ) 

On the Bandon river there are no conservators or water-bailiffs; but if such were 



appointed at a low salary at first, and the law put in force, their salary might be much 
increased, and their zeal excited by a proper application of the fines. — {Mr. Shouldham.) 

If the proprietors of the river wish to preserve it, in and out of season, they should 
‘subscribe and pay a public prosecutor or prosecutors ; then the fishery will increase in a 
■short time, with a free passage up in the breeding season. The law needs no change — i- 
{The Rev. Mr. Scaly.) 

' There are local laws for the fishery of the Bandon river, from the 1st of March to the 
1st of November — 26th Geo. III., cap. 50, sec. 16. There is this peculiarity in the 
driver, the fish are later in going up and returning than in other rivers. — {Captain Wm. 
\H. Herrick , R.N.) 
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The river Banrlon is particularly mentioned in the Inland Fishery Act ■ but the ■ 
etors find that it is nearly useless to prosecute poachers, owing to the different cn„„ F ? P “' 

put up n it. A general law would be better {Mr. Biygs.) Iritctiun, 

^ There are not any local laws lor the fishery of the Arigadeen river {The Rev Mr 

Tfere are no conservators legally empowered to protect tile Coumhola river A ™ . 
association was formed recenty for this purpose. Wesubscribeil, and employ men I?~ 
inform ", on against persons illegally fishing. 1 he laws are as severe and as strict as possfb'l? 
but it is difficult, troublesome, and expensive to enforce them. We find the fishr™ T u 
improved. I think the appointment of some officer under Government, in each conno, 
barony with a power to appoint bailiff, would materially improve the fisheries T? ” 
are no local laws, but one would imagine the ingenuity of legislators was e'xhaS 
informing laws m the reigns oi George I., II., and III., and all those general!™^ 
most inapplicable. Without local regulations to protect the rivere, 1 think Salmon win 
soon become, m this country, extinct. Salmon latterly became so scarce, and the rl*™ 
were so completely destroyed, that I joined an association to preserve the river of fW 
bola. We employ men, who are paid by private subscriptions; they protect the £77 
ing fish and have certainly succeeded in inducing the people to' desist from IS 
fishing lor the present. Some legal regulations, that could be enforced by a uerS, 
leg lly authorised to act, might prevent persons illegally fishing. Although the fishervTa™ 
are openly and publicly disregarded and nets, lights, spears, purse-nets, %nrl every 
of destnic uon used open . v and at a 1 seasons, I never heard of one person being punished fhr 
tLj ! ga deStl " 0t 'T ° ■ Wl ' 1 t J hlnk ’ lloweve,| '> there is latterly a strong disposition mani- 
fested to presen e the rivers, and any co-operation on the part of Government would 
now be productive of the best results.— ( t)r. O'Lmman.) ™ would 

On the river Lee there are no conservators or water-bailiffs ; some mode of insuring Ihe 
discontinuance of fishing m the spawning season, and on Sundays, ouglii to be adopted bv 
some public officer, armed will, power, and paid for his labour and expenses. The fisher 
men, who destroy most ol the fish, are too poor to pay costs of prosecution or 7 
I, e de[f T? *”* r aSS ' d "!■ ‘, le P'rtl'ament in regard to the Cork rivers (see BalW 
Index), file pecnh.irity at the Cork rivers is, that Salmon is at all times in season e ne 
cially in times ol Hood m the r,ver_(/b>. Barnet,, Deputy Recorder of Hu, C„y 7 Ijw?? 

by^^Sh^r:S. bj Pro ' ,rirt ° K " r Lee, Id 

•J 1 !^ y? local1 ws applicable to the S Imon fisheries of this river. This is a very earl, 
ri ei , that i» to say fish are to be liad here some months earlier in each year, than in oilier 
rivers even , s vicinity. A general law, therefore, which m v suit other riveml »o„ld be 

destructue to die interests ol the fishermen on this river {Cuptam Hoorn R \ \ 

I here a~e no conservators or water-bailiffs on the Middleton river; they would be very 
des r ible and effective, if paid an annn I stipend. y 7 

lliere are no I cal laws for die proteciion of this river ; but, I consider if it were ore. 
Barry! MR) ’™° W al ' 8ment the lisl ' eli “ ot lar S‘'> considering the sire of the river._(Vr, 

on'tWitSt^Tf dli'eT ° f " ,e Pp ‘'- V Sess i ons "™ ,d be to prevent trespassers 

Tame "(j™’, P '"' sons , " teresl « i '» enforce die law, and attend to 

tect T" 1 ifpl,t in A " y °" e rK I ,eCtable ” a ” "°” ld F~ 

to 'T -T- for ,,ee P i ”* a ” ! s *'1 '°o high. Magistrates are not inclined 

I ZK, X "S " ,n -' ,,0St Cases ™ tlld “‘It be levied without ruin to the offenders. 

th4 the^ha 1 d3 i! "7 "' ortl ‘>: tbe of the Commissioners. I would suggest, 

ro^e™h,f riib, t P “5 ” P °, 11 th 7 , sl,ch as had ‘'one. should be remo.edfand 
it wilieZmd g ,h», d t' C *° ,be l<,Sal 'e'gbl) breadth, ami construction. I think 
3,"se « Zl T t "'° i'T 0 "’ a ”- V ie « al "S"* “ to »ebs, and that 

devices for killini Fi./hIlt P , j but » l, »ere are on the river numberless weirs and 
to appoint wateAailiff 8 t -- Wt)u d a s0 recommend authorizing the different Petty Sessions 
by t^ Zrno i T. £5 per a "" l,m eadl ’ a,,d balf t'-c- 'iocs levied, to be removable 
and are mi P ™ li ? magistrates are the best judges of the persons to be appointed, 

iepi„v7,x " r ed M V , mf 7 h “ X "- dl performed. Ihe finefalso foj 

the magistrates^ imiv j 7'’ s 10 .“l^. be lowered, or the power of mitigation given to 

attachable to the f mil * ” ° ten nb'Umgs as a minimum. Ihese fines should all rem in 
of ZX i n , he ko T W h n , tl,e could not be discovered, and .lie existence 

evid P eZ fish Sera “ n “ mbers ( 4 “ r 5 >’ • •«.!« distance, be 

do4ottSfat*y ’iTnowZ Sim) ^ COnV:Cl!ng - Where the defect lieS 1 

enforce the in^wh *l •” sev ^ re enough, but there must be an officer empowered to 
bourhood or inrisdirtion 1C ^ e * sbou ^ v * s,t tbe different rivers frequently in his nel^l>~ 
b3^ a active trust- worthy persons^ 

persons most unpopdfr °‘’ the P reservation of rivers > aild ^rendere 

f n f pr J cTiq - Ina ^ e l *° entoi ' ce f 1,e penalties of the law, but chiefly by persons 
° a piopnetors of weirs against public fishermen, and those lust being 
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too poor to pay the penalties, they were remitted, the infraction of the law continuing A 
public officer would be the proper person for enforcing th- law ; and an absolute prohi- 
bition of taking fish by anv me -ns on Sundays, would greatly tend to increase the stock in 
the raver — {Mr. Bennett, Deputy Recorder of the City of Cork.) 

The laws aye not properly administered, there not being authority or magisterial juris- 
diction to enforce them, as also not h iving couser v .tors or water-bailiffs to see them put 
into execution according to the Statute (Mr. Burry , M.P.) 

According to my own construction of the laws, I consider them sufficient, but send here- 
with two cases submitted to counsel, and his opinion thereon, in consequence of which, I 
could not convict. In other cases I prosecuted to conviction several offenders, but could 
not enforce the penalties, as by Act 7 and 8, Geo. IV. cap. 67, the constabulary are pre- 
vented from acting under the fishery laws, or as special constables, they being in barracks. 
If the 26th Geo. III. cap. 50, sec. 4, were extended to enforce all the clauses of the several 
Acts, it would effectually suppress the illegal practices now so frequeut.— (Cuptaui IV. H. 
Herrick , R.N.) 



Protection, 
Laws, &c- 



(Cory.) — Fishery Case for the Opinion of Percy Payne, Esq. 

A Waterkeeper was appointed on the Bandon river, lor the purpose of enforcing the different Arts for the preser- 
vation of full, uuler 23r.l auj 24th <ie.». MI. cap. 40. sec. 4, out 2Gtli Geo. III. cip. HO. sec. 12-Ue detected a 

r arson carrying a stroke-haul, and actually fishing with the same on the hank of s ii 1 river, iu violation of 31st. Geo. 

L cap. 13, see. 1. he went up to him. showed hit authority, aud tlemaudej the stroke-haul, was refused j he attempted 
to take it, a i.l was resiste 1 ; does u it kuow the nun, nor can he fiud oat his name. 

I took the keeper the u-xt Petty Sessions Jay to Baudou, stat'd the transaction to the magis rates, a-id pointed out 
tue 4 th sec. of 2dth Geo. Ilf. cap. a), which appeared to the Bench to lie so summary, that they conceived that they 
might have at once proceeded against the ploughlanls for the amount of the penalty. Out as u i simd.ir case h id ever 
come before them, it was agreed taut notices should be served on the two largest occupiers uu each pljughlaui, to give 
them opportuu ty to def nnl the case. 

Tlie occupiers aud their landlords appeared the following Petty Sessions day —the case was proved, and informations 
taken, bat the magistrates d-ferred comi.-tiug nil uext Petty Sessions day, as the case was new to th.-m, when the fol- 
lowing questions arose,, aud on which your opinion is requested. 

(Sijne-l) W m. HENRY HERRICK. 

Qtr. 1.— Were the two notices served on the principal occupiers sufficient.— was a notice .sufficient, or ought sum- 
monses to have been served- or ought every rate payer or laud occupier on the ploughland lie summoned according to the 
Petty Session Act — or was there any necessity of either notice or summons being served ? If necessary, should tile whole 
•f the occupiers or rate-p ayers, or all the iuhabitauts be served? In this case, there are 47 oaoue plougklauJ, aud 3Jt 
on the other. 

Qu. 2.— On conviction, to whom is the warran t to he directed ? Under the Const, -(biliary Act, the police cannot 
be empl iyad in any fisher/ case. «ud if distress is necessary, may it be taken off auy part of the Ploughland, from auy 
one individual ? 

Qu. 3. — The 26th Gen. III. cap. 50, section 4, directs tbe penalties to be levied on the townlauds touching each side of 
the particular part of the river wuere such tacts have been committed; does that refer to both sides of the river, when it 
is proved that the otfeuier was absolutely on t ie bunk, at one side of the river, equally as much ns if he was iu a 
Swat on the r.rer, or standing iu the river, when it might beimpuss.ble to ascertain which ploughland would be liable 
to the penalty 1 

Counsels opinion teas as follows : — 

I am of opinion, that, the Magistrates would not act safely in convicting, under the clause of the Art of Parliament 
referred to, fur the following re isous 

1st. Iu the first place, I am inclined to think the latter part of the 4 th section of 2(ith Geo. III., cap. 50, under which 
the prus-nt conviction is sought for, does not apply to offences acuinst 31st Geo. II., cap. 13, bn t rather to offences 
committed against 17th imd 18th Geo. 111., cap. Ill, the t. tie of which is, an Act for the preservation of fish iu rivers, 
lakes, and inland waters,” —which are the very words used iu that part of 26 th Geo. III., cup. 50, now under consider- 
ation ; nnd, coupling that circumstance with tie phraseology of the 4th section, iu which the townlauds on each side of 
the rivers are in iile accountable, and seeing that the prev.ons part of that sa ne section provides for the case where the 
inform mt is iguoraut of the name of tbe offender, I am strongly of opiuiou the conviction sought for cauunt be sustained; 
and, us l said be lore, that the 4th section of 2Ut'u Geo. III. does not apply to trausgressious committed agaiust Act 3!st 
Geo. II., cap. 13. bat to the injuries agaiust fisheries, which are prohioited by lfth and 13th (Jea. III., — such as fishing 
by night with lights, laying suares. poisoning streams, <fce. — of wuich offences the landholders at either side may be in 
some measure supposed to be cognizant. 2n fly, I perceive that, by the early part of the 4th section of 25th Geo. III., 
a penally of 20s. only is given ag linst the landholder iu case a fish lie killed or tiueu. unless the landholder cle rs him- 
self of cnUnsiou. Now, I cannot tliiuk that it was the iuteutiuu of the legislature, iu the same clause to inflict nlisnlni/y 
so laree a penalty as £5 on tlie ndjoiuing lanJs, for offences committed under 3ist Geo. II., which does not re iuire 
the killing or tndug a fish,— the mere us'.ug or carrying an instrument on the bauk of the river, being sufficient to 
constitute an offence under the last-mentioned Act. 

Perhaps me view in ly be thought a narrow construction of the la v ; bat when we recollect the Statute is a penal 
one, and farther, that the part of the clause under consideration is of a very severe character, visiting upon the holders 
of adjoining lands lines for offences of which they may be wholly ignorant, the strictest interpret iriou should be 
adopted. PERCY PAYNE. 

42, Leeson-street, Dublin, January 16, 1832. 

• Since the above case was submitted to counsel, the following occurrence took place, which was also submitted to him, 
and the substance of his opinion is subjoined : — 

One day going to Bandon, I saw two men stroke-hauling on the opposite bonk of the river: I asked two other men, 
who were digging iu the field next to them, the name of the plonghlaud (Kilbeg), and they liveJ on it. 1 lold tbeiu the 
ploughland would be liable to a fine if they did not discover who the stroke-haulers were, out they would not move, and 
the offenders made off. Tlireeother men were thatching a house, about one hundred yards further up the river ; 1 rode 
abreast to them, aud called to them also, bat they would not move, though tbe offenders were then only crossing the 
next field to them. 

I have reconsidered this case, with the further remarks ; I am quite satisfied I have come to aright conclusion in the 
advice l have given the Magistrates in my npiuionof the 16th of January, if I a n right in my construction of these 
Acts, Mr. Herrick has no redress agaiust the ploughland for the act stated in the latter part oi his letu-r. 

16th Maxell 1832. PE.lCY PAYNE. 
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EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 



Mena ind The river Blackwater is navigable for barges to the Bride's Mouth, about twelve „-i 

Rights of Fishing. & 0 m the bar ; and for lighters to the Lismore canal, twenty miles from the bar Th S 
River Blackwater. fl„„ s „ p the river obout twent y miles . > om tne 0ar - The tide 

The principal tributary rivers which fall into the Blackwater, are the Owbey Fund,™ 
Annaghn, Ounashade, Lickey, Finisk, and Bride. 05 ne0D » 

There are no lakes in the course of the river Blackwater, or its vicinity of 
sequence. au J con " 

The right of fishing in the river Blackwater is private property ; with regard to the right* 
offishtng m the tributaries, lean give no answer, except the river Bride, wherein the T)„v» 
of Devonshire claims the right of fishing, &c., of the ground, soil, and bottom of the r'Zt 
Blackwater, from the sea to far up the river; he also claims the right, beyond Lismm-A 3 
the royal, and all other fishings, of the whole river, as far as the tide ebbs and flows 5 and 
5i O Sl UP ^ , ab ^ e Lismore ’ under a patent granted to his ancestor, the 13th of Mkrrh 
1613. The Duke of Devonshire’s title to the soil of the river, and the fishings thereof W 
been so often established m the different courts, that it is needless further to mention it* 
the Duke of Devonshire admits a limited right of fishing in the Grandison family, now 
represented by Henry Vilhers Stewart, as settled and defined by the Court of Chancery in 

of W , f TX be r F °? e « t er 1 t0 8tat ®» tbat the Duke of Devonshire has to pay the Bishop 
of Waterford the fourth fish taken : and also to the Cathedral of Lismore the tithe or tenth 
fish ; the latter is compounded for under the tithe bill at £100 per annum— the former he 
holds by a short lease from the Bishop’s lessee, at £200 per annum. 

For the last twenty years there has been a great decrease in the fish, principally owing to 
the erection of Scotch weirs, and the destruction of spawning fish ; the fishing with cote or 
nets by trespassers at all seasons of the year; the practice of fishing by lights, & c . These 
lUegal fishings are carried on by a set of lawless persons, who are prepared to use force if 
they are interrupted, and on more than one occasion lives have been lost in endeavouring to 
(cSe/cWey ) teSpeCt t0 fishing in the prohibited season, and at other times— 

In the river Blackwater the fish have decidedly decreased in point of numbers, owing to 
the want of due protection for the spawning fish, and for the fry; the police are now prohil 
bited from executing warrants against offenders, and in the neighbourhood of some of the 
mountam streams (.he chief spawning places) nothing less than an armed force can enforce 
such warrants. — (.br. Jenkins.) 

The several patentees of estates along the Blackwater have probably the same privilege 
^ thatcontameb m my patents, 1584 and 1612, vi Z .:_Tho right of erecting weirs for 
Jephon tl.P) n 0U thC 0wenmore 5 but the P ower of d o>i>g so is not exercised (Mr. 

‘ S private l Jro P ert y. according as the land 
and Mr^ 4Sth I S h R°l| Ml f g m * 16 Kt " al ' y “ ? ls P uted between the Duke of Devonshire 
Devonshire 1 1 Bal - Taatrea; tIle ' ,e “' s at Lismore are the property of the Duke of 

” the ri ? r . Ek ?S^ ter has a ’ most ceased since tlle ™e of steam vessels, 
Si r 7X eap ? Itat ' on oi , &almoa *° England i high price there, and the cupidit^ 

(StaTSj&’jSS.f 0 takes every Fecaution to Ferait “»*** -P the 

for is "? vigabla to Waterford and Ross, for vessels ; but much higher up 

lor ba.gesnnd boats. The tide flows up more than twenty miles. 

awar’e ^ ^ “ d Ba ™"= also m£iy smalle, streams. I am not 

mi ■ . . m l . lle v ‘cmity of Waterford harbour. 

The ifarh’r, 1 ’ b P P a tent in the harbour; up the rivers it generally is private. 

Snfm,„7b 1° t ‘".PaHs by the people, who make a right fo “themselves. 

..S W 1 ’,. 1 ”, diminishing in Waterford harbour for some yearn, principally 
decreie - detraction of the Salmon and fry in the breeding time; but all fishery 
The r Proportion as the commerce and agriculture of a country flourish.— (Mr. Tudd.) 

the oihl - . 1 IIav . I ? able 35 far as Carrick-on-Snir in one direction, and New Ross in 
the othei , boats for Ashing can go up further considerably. 

Waterford" 0 " “If I '.°': e . ,io " ? t0 , the river Suir. The Bell Lake within five miles of 
Thf q 1’ ‘e , he ™ y ° f tbe " ?er Sui .r. also Tramore and Passage, 
the hinli! k?, n s - ieiies ar f’ g anera lly speaking, private property. The Salmon fishery on 
white filhpr?; Tr aie 1 F1Vate P ro perty; the drag-net fishery is public property; the 
Salmt l^rf C r pe 7’ f XCept “ sorae weirs *re Sprate are caught 
January, 1 834 .iffi the "' en ' s m *•>“ neighbourhood were destroyed m 

but the fish greatly diminished. I 
and of flip vnnnrr r lls / ai ure P r °ceeds from the destruction of the fish going up to spawn, 
and of the young fry going to the sea— (Mr. Allen.) SSI a 

Oliver fi COp ’ . abou ^ one mile from the river, near Passage, has a patent from 

bv which Z JliT ' 5rme - d b y. Cbarle , s H., to exercise a royalty on the strand oY his estate, 
limrativp anrl l aweir ’ Wltb P°fds and nets, in the year 1830, which proved most 
20th of Tnnp a giest many hands. This weir was destroyed by a mob (on the 

20th of June, 1834,) from the interior of the country. * 



Waterford liar 
hour. 



River Suir. 
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Salmon fisliing has diminished since the destruction of the weirs, as I have before stated 
— (Lieut. Stuart, R.N.) 

There are periods fixed by law, on the river Blackwater : the Act 26th Geo. III. Season*, 
cap. 50, sec. 15, limits the fishing for Salmon from the 12th of February to the 10th of 
September in every year. They are observed by the farmers of the chartered fishery, but 
not by persons who have usurped and trespass in the river, and who carry on a great trade 
in the prohibited season. The fishing might, without any injury to the fish, commence on 
the 12th of February, and end on the 30th of September, as great quantities of recruited 
fish ascend the river after the fishing season closes, and no spawning fish appear until 
October. rr 

In the river Blackwater, the Salmon begin to ascend to spawn in the month of November, 
and continue doing so until February ; the fry pass down in April and May ; the great shoals 
of fry appear in April. 1 he main body of Salmon in the river Blackwater spawn in December 
and January ; they are in condition the latter part of the same season ( Colonel Currey.) 

The period limited by statute, for taking Salmon in the Blackwater, is from the 12th of 
February to the 10th of September. If the parent, or spawning fish were fairly preserved 
for the rest of the year, perhaps any extension may be unnecessary. The fence months 
should be fixed for a certain period, and be alike applicable to every river in Ireland; say 
from 20th September to 20th February ; the period of spawning being every where the 
same; say in December, Januar}', and February. 

What are called the spawning, or mother fish, proceed up the rivers, to spawn, from the 
beginning of September till the month of March, and, if not obstructed, all the spent fish 
would return to the salt water before the expiration of the month of Maj r , chiefly returning 
down during March, April, and May, and often with the Salmon fry in compam. — (Mr. 

Jenkins.) 

On the river Blackwater, the close time is from the 10 th September to the 12th February; 
it is suggested that it should be extended to the 1st of April (Mr. Jcphson, M.P.) 

The periods fixed by law', on the x'iver Blackwater, are between the 12th of February 
and 10th of September, by 26th Geo. Ill , cap. 50, sec. 15 ; between the 28th February 
and 30th September would be preferable; few fish spawn before October, and many in 
February, and to the middle of M-irch, particularly the late running fish. 

Salmon would come up the river Blackwater at all times if permitted. They return 
chiefly in April and May, and are not in condition till they come back from the sea, in 
autumn. Spring Salmon spawn at the same season every where — (Colonel Longfield, M.P.) 

The general law for Salmon fishing, is from the 12th of February to the 12th of August; 
my opinion is, that it ought to be from the 28tli February to the'29th September, as fish are 
taken sometimes previous to spawning, in February, and they do not go up for that purpose 
until October, or even November. 

Salmon proceed up the river, to spawn, between October and March ; they return down 
between January and April, and are in condition after having been a few weeks in the sea. 

— (Mr. Todd.) 

I have also heard the fishermen generally commence the moment they can get the nets 
down, without paying any attention to legal time. It seems to me, that it would be desi- 
rable to confine the fishermen to certain periods, as the Salmon are caught when spawning. 

— (Mr. Babington.) 

I think after the 1st of September, Salmon should be prohibited from being caught. I 
have seen many caught in that month, heavy in pea, going up the river. 

Salmon proceed up the river Suir, to spawn, in September and October; they return in 
February and March, and are in condition in May — (Mr. Allen.) 

Salmon proceed up the river Suir, to spawn, in October and November ; they return in 
February and March.. — (Lieut. Stuart , R.N.) 

On the Blackwater river, the farmers of the patentee take Salmon with a sean. The Modes of Fishing, 
weir at Lismore is constructed of wicker piles, wattle, and stones, over which the river flows Stake-nets, Weirs, 
in even a small flood. & c * 

In the case of the Duke of Devonshire v. Smith, in the Court of King’s Bench, which 
finally settled the illegality of stake-nets in Ireland, it was fully proved on the different 
trials, that the use of stake-net weirs in the river Blackwater had diminished, to a great 
extent, the quantities of Salmon taken in the river Blackwater, when compared with that 
taken before stake-nets were brought into use — (Colonel Currey.) 

In the Blackwater river, Salmon are taken in hatches, cribs, or boxes, in the weirs at 
Lismore, and also with seans, or long salmon-nets, and from thence down the river for three 
or four miles, to Cappoquin, or thereabouts, in like manner with seans ; from thence to the 
sea, they are caught in Scotch weirs, or stake-net weirs, rod iron being used to evade an 
old Statute against net weirs ; also in stage or purse-nets, set in weirs made of wattles and 
osiers, and in cot-nets, which drift with the ebb tide between two cots, sweeping particular 
reaches all down the river or tide-way, all which fishings are charged to be in violation of 
the legal rights of the patent fishery of Lismore. The Lismore patent weir consists of stone 
work, piles, timber work, and large hatches for the passage of the water, and cribs for catch- 
ing the fish. The Scotch or stake-net weirs are made of rows of stakes at the side of the 
river, covered with slight iron rods; they consist of three chambers or ponds, with wings 
at each side, to turn in the fish, extending some yards into the river beyond low water 
mark. Stage-net weirs, and weirs with ponds or chambers for taking Herrings or Sprats, 
are made of osiers and wattles intertwined or wove together. The stake-nets have not, in my 
opinion, at all diminished the quantity of fish ; but they deprive the patent fishery of Lis- 
more of a considerable portion of fish. — (Mr. Jenkins.) 
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Obstructions, In- 
juries, &c. 



. In Waterford harbour, Salmon are taken with weirs, stake-nets, stage-nets dracr 
cot-nets, cobble- nets, or purse-nets ; and also by what are called head-weirs ’ WeirT * 
generally composed of stakes or wattles, nets of hemp, twine, and ropes. ’ ar6 ' 

; The use of stake-nets has not produced the effect of diminishing the quantity of Sale, 
'(M™ TM) m WH ' e m ° re Plent7 When ^ SU ° h n<!lS W6re standin & the y are now!!!’ 
The use of what is called the Scotch weir, is of late discontinued. Stake-nets 
nets, cot-nets, and purse-nets, are the usual means of taking Salmon. ’ 8 

Weirs are formed of stakes stuck in the mud or sand, with nets tied on them made of 
strong twine. Stake-nets, or Scotch weirs, when in use, were considered very destrnrti™ 
fiom the numbers they took. Before these weirs appeared, there were always quantities of 

Salmon m the several rivers in the winter season (Mr. Allen.) 1 

The Lismore weir crosses the river Blackwater, above the bridge, half a mile above 
tide way ; there never was a King’s gap in the weir, nor is it conceived that there is 
law respecting, a King s gap, winch requires one to be kept in this weir ; and it may be riwht 
to add, that the weir is recognized and protected by several Acts of Parliament. In „.1,„ 
parts ot the river, nearer the sea, persons have, from time to time, erected wicker and otheri 
weirs several of which have been prostrated after verdicts. The navigation of the river Z 
greatly endangered and obstructed in several parts by such weirs. 

In the prohibited season the hatches of the Lismore weir are left open for the fish to ns— 
up the nyer to spawn, and nothing is placed therein to obstruct or frighten the Salmon frem 

merls beyond description!' ° f ^ Spa ™ ng &h in ,he ”PP« P“ °f the 

thJriver take ~ netS ’ standm S' nets > &C- ’ do not entirely obstruct the fish passing up or down 

There does not appear to be any particularly injurious mode of fishing in the river Black- 
water, except that which takes place in the prohibited season, and by trespassers which 
is carried on to a great extent. 3 1 5 

There are obstructions by mill-dams in the river Blackwater and its tributaries : and in 
such situations the destruction of Salmon and Salmon fry is very great, there being no open- 
mg whatsoever to let fish through. At the present moment the foment of th! patentee 
have men employed in the upper part of the river to watch mills, at which a great number 
of Salmon have been taken m the prohibited season. 

Lights are used at night for the purpose of spearing Salmon, on almost all the shallows 
wiw"te¥h eds 0fthe JT r P lackwale 1 r > a “ d *e tributary rivers and streams, from No- 
SaTmZ m v eb - r “ a l 7 ; ™ d tb . s . ls one ? f tlle circumstances which cause the breed of 

Salmon to dimmish. The police are m no way allowed to act, and It is exceedingly dan. 

SjfrfT g r t t . ake ! m T ker " e ! rS in ,. tbeir passa8e to the sea aft «' spawning, during the 
ob en! L Ih’t dg T q , , of the parent fish are thus destroyed. It is worth, of 
. at vet, few large Salmon are taken in the river Blackwater (say fish of 
^ent fish “ p th,S uado,jbtedl y. caused by the destruction of the 

stakM«r™mm?h° n0t i take i Sa J mo "%. l)l > t i‘ “ considered that the legalization of 
non* Tl,r fi ii! f COBt ™P lated - % “f 1111 tlescription are taken in the weirs called 
P On ra t. , S • &ll r n T fry W ' tb rods is iojorious . — (Colonel C'vrrto.) 

SaLu ,,rirrr, nrer the ^more patent weir does entirely obstruct the passage of 
fou7taikTrlL!h is't'os s^on, from the 12th of February to ilie 10th of September, 
other™- "J? 6 nVe . r ’ Tl ‘ ere . » »° open passage in it called the King'! gap, or 

winter when the hat'! ' 1 f 35 '’ !t exce Pt | n high floods, or (luring the spawning months of 

winter, when the hatches are open to let them go up to spawn. 

the river U Rh!] Stall f 3lk 7 KIS: do . nol; obstruct the spaivning fish in passing up or down 

the mer Blackwater, the patent weir at Lismore excepted. PSP 

SDemrn7'! S ,l! e J‘‘‘ a °V be ? lack ."' aler a11 forms; netting, in every possible manner; 

£ appl, 5 8 ’ &c ’’ *V “ 1,d night : cross &bi "& shooting, mill-tad fishing by 
stretched L™! a ° /Rnmel-nets sweeping the fish otf the very spaivning beds; nets 

Mill-dam' nr -a-on ** °f ™}H-dam weirs, and other abuses and destructive practices, 

in its several trihnf f ] rected in severa ' places entirely across the river Blackwater, and 
they are e^eoiallv^bf s . die 5 e r ls no constant opening or passage for Salmon or fry, and 
sea 5 after spawning. * rUCtlre 10 the latter > and *“ tlle spent Salmon returning to the 

and d lime - hare i 166 " “ sed ’ chie % for tak mg Trout and fry in the small rivers; 

mi t-lS " P* 01 ed l “<l srt fcttojei Such practice; are not generally 
have nrodneed B ° 3ks at koughal, lately erected near the tide way, do not appear to 
near the sex w vi^ J^ ur,QU ? e ^ ects on J^e rpve1 ' ; the body of water being so great and so 

nemtfie sea, while tbe works ai-e on a hmited scale. 

ciallv in s P ear ' n "_‘ s enormous for four months, from October to March, espe- 

milter and snnwnpi^ l e water ls wore clear, and the spawning quickened; the two fish* 
ofa large spear. * &Ve k eeQ kl led to g et her, in the very act of spawning, by one blow 

The me^he'/nf ^ mon taken by angling with rods, is very considerable; 

-now sTi^ht iron rndf ° r . st / ke - n <* ™r are generally four inches from knot to knot ; but 

intercepted hv 'SrntJh* le ^' uscd instead ol netting, and the fry are still less, if at allj 
1 y weirs. Ihose weirs are constructed for taking fish coming up a riven 
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chamber if’ “““f 7 “fj f * 

Salmon fry.— (Mr. Jenkins.) ’ P he fish comin g down > and ‘hey destroy 

’Ttef Su'd be'oblif ST B]aokwater are >”*% prejudicial, particularly in dry weather 

' Salmfn S „IVef ‘aSldlp Sif eSoTSf *? °" P f tS ? f tha The 

about their being killed when out of p)”™ mdifce “ 

Steam vessels are supposed to InX^StW to? ££*^1 • ^“T pract,ce ; 

.'sloulc 1 think there are fe^ manufactories herfo do’mueh w“ 1 

Fishing for fry with rods is injurious; they are never taken in the stake-nets ■,* tu 
■ SfaX e 50 lar?e f 1 “ p0U “ d flsh m ' ght 8° through them ; the other weirs made 
tfnf f( S «rS.) ° l0Se ’ W,tl1 “ ° Penbg “ the centre, to loop up fish of ",™ t 

On the river Nore,at Innistiogue, in the County Kilkenny, there is a weir entirely across 
the rivet, with the exception of a gap of about twelve or fifteen feet : this weir a totally 
.destructive to Salmon going immediately up from the sea, to spawn in the river 7 

• I k T' there “* quantities of the fry taken in the river Suir, in mill-dams, by nets ■ this 

;ipor t f fcfv°h S dTf;,hf er u 1S ” 0thi , ns “ these rivers to produce injurious effects 
upon the fishing. I do not think the steam boats are tlie canse of keeping awav Salmon 
from coming up the river. Salmon are veiy frequently taken after spawning h/the river 
Barrow and Nore, in January and February. spawning in me river 

. The very small quantity of Salmon taken by rods cannot he injurious. I believe there 

lesHHlf wff ty “' e stake - nets ’ b .y putting over life usual net a small sized 
mesh, m Apnl when the fry appear, and are on their passage to the sea. Ibelievein the 
several weirs they have secret modes of taking the fry.— -(Mr. Allen.) 

hnnvS T 1 ° f t 561 " 8 , th r 0Wn the sma11 streams in this (Arthurstown) neigh- 
— ^ mJ " } ' “ lha by 4 of fhe 

In the river Suir, about thirty miles from Passage, there is a King’s gap; it is shut and 
opened by the country peope, for their own purposes, to the great injury. of the Salmon 
fishery, as when shut, the Salmon cannot get up or down the river 

• by 4eTEld n ne h f ^ ^ ^ ” taking ,he f '?’ tha old “ are fri g ta ^ 

. taW St,1o D a eC glt:x”n d t. Jaam ' 7 ’ %htS " USCd °“ the ri ' erS ’ bet ” een Wat - 

Digging or dredging for sand or gravel, in the rivers, decidedly destroys the spawn: but 
this ib not practised on the Suir or its tributaries. — {Lieut. Stuart , R.N.) 1 

In the river Blackwater, Eels are taken in purse-nets at mills, &c. ; but no particular Eel Fisherr 
devices are constructed lor taking Eels only, such as Eel weirs, and therefore Salmon fry 
are not obstructed in their descent to the sea, by such engines. Eel fishing is very limited 
It is well ascertained that in autumn, and the fall of the year, Eels go down the rivers to 
the sea, or estuary, at least, and spawn or produce the young brood' there; but whether 

- oviparous or viviparous, seems still a doubtful point. Eels again ascend the rivers from the 
sea, or estuary, in May, or beginning of summer, and then the young Eels or Elves may be 
seen swimming up the sides of the tide way and rivers, in one continual shoal for miles 

•together. — {Mr. Jenkins.) 

; * n tlle r ^® r Suir, the bag-net is the usual mode of taking Eels ; it is used at the river 
weirs or mill-dams. I know there are quantities of Salmon fry t alien in these basnets 

- when set during a flood, in the spring months {Mr. Allen.) ' ° ’ 

There are no conservators or water-bailiffs on the river Blackwater, but those paid and Protection ihm. 
employed by the farmers ol the chartered fishery. Fisheries * ^ 

There are no local laws respecting the fishery of the Blackwater {Colonel Currey .) 1 

On the Waterford harbour there are few conservators, arid they are not effective; it would 
•be advisable to pay many more, by subscription or otherwise, to protect the breeding 
Salmon.— {Mr. Todd.) 5 

‘ 1 dont know of any appointed officers to protect the fisheries on the river Suir; it would 

'be most useful and beneficial to have a local or river police for their protection. There are 
no local laws for the fishery of the Suir. — {Mr. Allen.) 

- There are no local laws for the river Suir. I do not see why the general laws should not 

'be applicable here as well as elsewhere {Mr. Babington.) 

The laws are sufficient, but cannot be enforced, from the habits of the people, and the Laws, 
state of the country. The police used to execute the fishery warrants, but they do not do 
•so now. There is an association in' Ross, but I cannot learn that they do mucii in the way 
of protecting the Salmon fishery; their object appears to be rather to subscribe to prosecute 
•the stake-net proprietors, under the 10th Charles I. cap. 14, which Statute ought to be 
'repealed, as it was never intended for the prevention of the under proprietors from fishing ; 

-but for the protection of the Salmon, Eel fry, and breeding Salmon, during the close time, 
fact all the " Inland Fishery Acts, ” up to George I., might be advantageously repealed, 

- is. they are quite obsolete, and only used for interested purposes. 

: The proprietors near the mouth of the river have evidently as good a right to fish as the 

ur o 
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upper ones, in fact better, as they generally hold the royal patent from the Crown. The 
people have come down here and cut the nets several times, within these few years past, and 
threats are held out that such may be the case again — (Mr. Todd.) 

I believe the existing laws are quite sufficient for the protection of the fisheries, if actively 
and impartially administered. Many of the leading gentry have weirs of their own. I 
think the protection of the fisheries should come under the cognizance of the police, the 
district officer, and the stipendiary magistrate. Those authorities would prevent the prac- 
tices now so prejudicial to the Salmon fisheries — (Mr. Allen.) 

A general law would answer every purpose for the river Blackwater ; there is no local 
law, except the one clause in the 2bth Geo. III. relative to the time of taking fish. The 
fishery laws now extant are too confused, contradictory, and unintelligible, so as to be 
scarcely capable of being put in force. 

From my knowledge of the kingdom of Ireland, I would say, that one general law might 
. be framed to answer for every river in it. The law should be full and explicit, and the 
penalties easy of recovery. It is a mistaken idea that Salmon are in season all the year 
round in any river ; those taken in the latter end of the year in tide-water, are certainly 
better for use than those any time in the river; but they are full of spawn, and killing them 
must be injurious to any fishery. 

A King’s gap should be provided for in every river, with a heavy penalty for stopping or 
obstructing the fish going up the river, in any way; and the owners of all mill-dams obliged, 
by penalty also, to have a sufficient pass for fish at all times. The magistrates of any county 
through which a river may run, to have a right of inspecting all weirs and mill-dams on that 
river, though the weirs or dams may not be in the county for which they are magistrates. 
Trout and Salmon being in season, and spawning at the same time, the same law would be 
applicable to each in all rivers in Ireland . — ( Colonel Longjield, M.P.) 

The fence period on the river Blackwater, or time for letting the fish go up to spawn, 
is fixed from the 10th of September to the 12th of February. In other rivers the time is 
from the 1st of August to the 1st of February. In the Bandon river, from the 20th day of 
October to the 1st of March, and this variance, arising from some supposed peculiarity in 
. particular rivers, has led to great abuses, sanctioned by the late Irish legislature, through 
misrepresentation. 

A few new fish, one in a thousand, run with the spawners in the. winter, at and after 
Christmas, and for those few spring fish, the spawners are indiscriminately destroyed. Every 
large river in Ireland produces new or spring Salmon at the same period. Some are taken 
in the Blackwater even early in December. Nature is universal in her operations in this 
respect, and all Irish rivers should be subject to one general regulation for preserving the 
spawning fish for five months, say, from the 20th of September to the 20th of February. 
Several other rivers, besides the Lee, were absurdly, and by misrepresentation of fishery 
proprietors, excepted, by Act of Parliament, from the benefit of fence months. See 31st 
of Geo. II. cap. 13, &c. 

The Irish fishery laws or statutes, are so numerous, and complicated, that magistrates are 
often at a loss to know what the law on the subject really is ; and therefore difficulty of 
conviction arises, and when convictions do take place, the law is frustrated, as enforcement 
of the warrant to levy penalties or arrest offenders, is, in many cases, next to impossible; 
especially since the police were restricted from executing those warrants. One general act 
appears most desirable, in which the preservation of the spawning fish going up, and the 
spent fish and Salmon fry coming down, should be the main object; and the fence months 
to be fixed for the same period all over Ireland, from the 20th of September to the 20th 
February. The appointment of provincial and local inspectors, or conservators of rivers and 
fisheries, would be also very desirable to enforce the laws and prevent abuses ; private indi- 
viduals doing so would render themselves very obnoxious, and much apathy arises among 
country gentlemen, who have now little or no interest in preserving Salmon, as the fish are 
almost all exported. Such conservators to be paid by Grand Jury presentment if not by Go- 
vernment, or by a tax, ad valorem, on all Salmon taken at weirs or fisheries. Millers to place 
racks at the head of the mill-race, and to give bond to be answerable for the destruction of 
Salmon or fry by themselves, or workmen. Power to be given to every person to seize fish 
found out of season, that is, during the five months, in the possession of any person, whether 
exposed for sale or not. The police to be required to execute fishery warrants — (Mr. 
Jenldns.) 

I recommend that in every weir or dam placed across those rivers which directly com- 
municate with the sea, there should be a gap of a specified width and depth, so as to allow 
a free passage to the Salmon at all seasons, and in each direction ; that the owner of the 
weir should also be obliged to make and keep open a channel, of a given width and depth, 
in such a situation, and of such a length, as to allow a free and uninterrupted passage to the 
gap from the main channel of the river. Unless this channel be required, a gap may be so 
placed as to be useless ; and if the river be divided by islands or shoals, the gap and channel 
may be so placed, as to be useless for the passage of the Salmon, unless a mode of free 
communication with the main channel (above and below the weir) be required. 

Heavy penalties should be imposed on the use of any device to prevent or deter the 
Salmon from using the channel. It should be illegal to fish (at least with nets) in the 
channel, or within a certain number of yards of the gap. Free access should be allowed 
the public to the weirs. (To prevent the abuse of this privilege, a magistrate’s order may be 
required.) Unless facility be given to the public to detect and punish frauds by the weir- 
owners, the best framed provisions will be nugatory. The weirs of Lismore are at present 
so placed, that none can view them without permission of the proprietor or his lessee. 
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It should be illegal to take Salmon in a mill-race, or in a “ tail-race gratings should be 
placed where they diverge from the main river. 

The penalties on weir-owners offending against the provisions of any act to be introduced 
should be heavy ; a detection will be difficult {Mr. Jephson, M.P.) 

Although it is exceedingly difficult, nay, almost impossible, to execute the present 
fishery laws, owing to the police being prevented from interfering in any manner with the 
fisheries, or the execution of the warrants granted by magistrates, under the laws for the 
protection of the inland fisheries, still, the laws are themselves not sufficient for the purpose 
of protecting the spawning fish or the Salmon fry. At the present moment, large quantities 
of Salmon are sold in the different towns, and particularly in Youghal, which are brought 
in concealed, and sent off by the coaches, and otherwise disposed of. An effectual law, 
giving the power of searching, under proper restrictions, and of seizing both the Salmon 
and the person with whom it is found ; and a power being given to magistrates to inflict a 
fine of 10s. or 20s. for each fish, — would in a great measure put a check to the taking of 
Salmon in the prohibited season. The great object of any new measure, ought to be the 
entire and total prohibition of fishing, or having Salmon in possession during the prohibited 
season, and also the full and perfect preservation of the Salmon fry ; and without a due 
attention to these matters, the Salmon fisheries of Ireland will go to decay. 

Some observations, made by a most intelligent person, who has for twenty years been 
engaged in the endeavour to enforce the fishery laws, are hereto annexed ; and which, 
although the whole may not be considered advisable, are still worthy of consideration in any 
plan for remodelling the fishery laws — {Colonel L'urrey .) 



Extracts from the Salmon Fishery Laws, with some Observations on them. 

Sec. 1. — This Act fixes the close time during the months of August, September, October, November, December, and 
January, for Salmon ; and March, April, and May, for Salmon fry. The penalty for every offence is fixed at 20s., and 
in default of payment— 

Sec. 2. — To be committed to the House of Correction or Workhouse, for any time not exceeding one month ; the nets 
made use of are forfeited ; and any persons without a warrant, may seize any lister or spear, (fee., and carry the same 
before some Justice of the Peace. 

N. B. — This Act is useless after January, and the Magistrates may reduce the time of imprisonment to one day. 

Sec. 1. — Is useless, as it relates to disorderly persons, with their faces blackened or otherwise disfigured. 

Sec. 2. — None, except having £40 per annum freehold, or £1000 personal estate, above debts, or entitled to any 
fishery, sliallmnke or have any engine to kill Salmon, thoughno proof of usingthem. The engines are forfeited ; and the 
fine for every offence is 40s., or imprisonment for any time not exceeding 31 days. This time may be reduced by the 
Magistrates to one day. 

Sec. 3. — Killing 12 Salmon fry in a day, in February, March, April, or May, by angling, or any way, — forfeiture 
10s., or imprisonment for any time not exceeding 10 days. Here, again, the Magistrates may reduce the time. 

This sec. is useless. The Act gives no power to search the offender, who may have in his pockets many dozen of 
fry ; and should there be many anglers at the same time, each of them may kill 1 1 fry with impunity. 

Sec. 1. — None shall fish between the 12th of August and 1st February in any river, with net, rod, or other instru- 
ment; nor carry ou the bank any instrument for killing Salmon; offender, on eonvictipn, by confession, or oath of one 
sufficient witness before a Justice of the county, shall forfeit £5, levied on warrant by distress, <fcc. ; for want of distress, 
imprisonment not above three months, nor under one, unless said forfeiture shall in the meantime be paid. Any one, 
without other warrant, may apprehend and carry offender before the next Justice of the county with the instruments. 

Sec. 2.— Owners of Salmon fishery, or any person who, between the 12th of August and 1st January, shall kill any Salmon, 
or be aiding and abetting, or accessary to the killing or taking of Salmon in any river, on confession, or oath of two suffi- 
cient witnesses before a Justice of the Peace of the county, forfeit 40s. for each Salmon, but not to exceed £20 on one 
conviction. No time of imprisonment is imposed, in case no goods can be found. Or, if any person shall, in the night- 
time, from August 12 to February 1, in any year, make use of any light, with intention to kill Salmon, penalty £3, on 
conviction. 

Light evidence of such intention, unless the contrary appears ; and in case of no distress, the offender shall be com- 
mitted to the county gaol for any time not exceeding six, and not less than three months. 

Sec. 1. — This Act recites a certain portion of the 31st Geo. II., cap. 13. No person whatsoever should, at any time 
between the 12th August and 1st February in any year, fish in any river with any net, <fcc. or carry on the bank of any 
river any gaff, loop, net, *c., for killing of Salmon, under the penalty of £5 for such offence; and it was. thereby further 
enacted, that every proprietor or farmer of any Salmon fishery, or other person whatsoever, who should, at any time be- 
tween the 12th day of August and 1st day of February, in any year, kill or take, or he aiding, abetting, or accessary 
to tiie killing or taking of Salmon in any river, being thereof convicted, should, for every Salmon so killed or taken, 
forfeit the snm of 40s., and the several forfeitures to he sued for, and levied and recovered, in snch manner as by the 
said Act is directed, meaning 31st Geo. II. Sec. 1 of this Act fixes the time from August 12th to February 1st, but sec. 
2 gives the time from August 12th to January 1st, and in the very same (se'e p. 117), it says from August 12th to Fe- 
bruary 1st, and the 3rd Geo. III., in reciting the 31st Geo. II., says August 12th to February 1st. 

January 1st must have originated by mistake or by misprint, but no matter how it has occurred, it is a fatal point 
against the force of the Act. The 31st Geo. II. is the most useful of all the Fishery Acts, but it ceases to protect the 
Blackwater Fishery after the 1st February in sec. 1, and after January 1st in sec. 2. 

Sec. 1. — No person not qualified shall keep any instrument for kil l ing of fish (angling rods and lines excepted), nnder 
a penalty of forfeiting all such instruments. 

Sec. 3.— Idle and disorderly persons fishing by night with lights, boats, enrraghs, spears, snares, nets, gins, or any 
engine whatsoever, except with to 's and lines ; such persons so convicted shall forfeit not more than £5, nor less than £2, 
and in case of no distress, shall „e committed to the county gaol any time not exceeding six, nor less than three months. 

N. B. — This section should express by day as well as by night. The exception as to rods is absurd. 

Sec. 8.— No person shall take any Salmon fry in any net or weir, or by any other instrument (angling with single rods 
excepted), under the penalty of such sum not exceeding £5, nor less than £2 ; but it does not enact any time of im- 
prisonment in case of no distress. 

Sec. 10. — That all and every person or persons whatsoever, who shall take, kill or destroy, by day or by night, any 
fish of any kind with light, snares, gaffs, crosslines, spears, or stroke-hauls, shall forfeit such lights, <fcc., and shall pay a 
penalty not exceeding £10, nor less than £2, for every such offence ; and if such sums shall not be paid within six days 
after such conviction, that such offender or offenders shall be committed to the county gaol for such time as to such 
Justice may appear proper, not exceeding six months. By this sec. the Magistrate cannot fine less than £2, but he 
may reduce the time of imprisonment to one week or less. This gives too much discretion to the Magistrate ; a man, 
on very clear evidence, was convicted at the Petty Sessions of Dungarvan, and the Magistrates fined him 40s. or one 
week’s confinement. This trifling with justice caused, on the following night, a compound increase of offences. 

This Section relates to the taking, killing, or destroying. It should embrace the using, or attempting to take, kill or 
destroy, in order to give effect to the Act. On the appearance of a river-keeper, the cross-fisher may stop fishing. 
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26 Goo. III.) cap. 50. 



33 Geo III. cap. 50. 



39 Geo. in. 



7 and 8 Geo. IV. 
cap. 67, sec. 17. 



Fisheries and 
Fights of Fishing. 
Barrow and Nore. 



Slaney. 



. Sec. 3.- If two or more persons, disguised and with arms, shall he found together with lights, snears or - 
ments or engines, for the purpose of killing Salmon or Trout, or other fish, in the night, op any river ’ ll iT 1 " 1 ’ 
such person or persons so offending, and being convicted thereof on the oath of one or more credible tifL becr * 
nesses, shall be liable to a penalt y of £5, to be paid forthwith by each and every such offender • and if such ° T Wlt " 
shall not be immediately paid by such offender or offenders, he or they shall be committed to Ilia countv I!„iT ° r 8 - unu 
not exceeding six months for the first offence, norless than three months, and for a time not lessthan * „ 
every subsequent offence of this kind. This sec. is useless, because it refers to persons dis<mised and 
never happens, but if this clause be repealed, the section becomes of much benefit to the preservation of the 
— in this present form it is a dead letter. ' spawning neh 

Sec. 5.— Persons in whose possession Salmon, <fec., are found at the time prohibited, forfeit for each Salmon -i* . „ J .. 
such sum cannot be levied, such person or persons shall be committed to the county gaol or House of Corr^H ’ a , ndlf 
space not exceeding one month, nor less than 14 days, for the first offence, and not exceeding six months nor 1*° .v a 
three months, for every future time such Salmon shall be so found in their custody. In this section there U « 
crepancy between the fine and the time of imprisonment ; the former is fixed, but the latter varies • the cti ' 

forfeited, which isa fatal mistake, as it may be of double the value of the fine. Nor does this Act cd V e 7™“°", 18 
such persons m whose possession the Salmon may be so found. When this Act was made salmon was iflitii s f a ® 
The penalty to agree with the present time should he at least 20s. each, besides a forfeiture of the Salmon Vaine ‘ 
to take the offenders and the Salmon before a Magistrate. w o ure we salmon, and a power 

Sec. 6.— Persons not qualified found angling without the consent of the owner of the fishery, or ground,. • 
forfeit not less than 5s., nor more than 40s., for each and every time. Time of imprisonment, in default of 
omitted. Poachers have no goods. payment, 

Sec - ~ ' r ! ,e Salmon Fishery on the Blnckwater may continue from the 14th February to 10th Sentemher in „ 

J33: „ r P v° Wer ° f t f ten . dinS ‘ he of fishing to the proprietor aud farmers ; but should they comment 

fishing on the 1st February, there is not an Act to fine them. The only Act which makes it penal for uronriet™ ^ 
farmers to fish is the 31st Geo. II., and the force of this Act ceases on the 1st of February; and if sec P 2 of th« « d 
Act be correct, the time ceases on the 1st of January, so far as it affects proprietors and farmers of fisheries. ° 
Sec- 2.— And be it enacted, thatit shall not he lawful for any person or persons to fish with a rod, or otherwise 
several fishery, without the licence of the proprietor or farmer thereof; any Statute heretofore made to the contort 
in anywise notwithstanding. • utr ' lr y, 

as T to^penalty 6S ^ t0 P articular Act to F°tocute the offender, but the 26th Geo. III. may be enforced 

Sec. 3. Cots and boats, <fcc., in tlie river Bonn, or any river flowing into it, between the sea and Loch Neagh shall 
be registered with the Mayor at Colernme, nnd security entered into not to take fish contrary to law 8 ’ 11 

faec. 4.— Names and places of abode to be painted on boats, <fcc., or otherwise forfeited. 

Sec. 5. — Penalty of £20, for not registering, to be levied by distress. 

This Act, if made general, would be of very great importance. 

This Act, which precludes the police from the execution of warrants, has increased offences, and has given a hostile snirit 
to poachers against mar keepers, and a defiance of the fishery laws. S nostlJe s P mt 

P revL> “ t .. , be malicious destruction of spawning beds. Many idle and disorderly persons, especially 
hovs, disturb the Salmon whilst depositing their spawn, hunt them in the shallows, and in many instances have killed 
them with sticks and stones. There is no Act to prevent or punish these offences. “stances nave Jailed 

Ihe person who takes np the dead Salmon is subject to a penalty of 5s. for having it in his possession, but all the 
* |]„ the P r °P™to« or farmers of fisheries, should be forfeited, 



accessaries ... .... 

if found in use during the prohibited season. All 
should be forfeited, and t’ ■ • 

connived at illegal fishing 
hard labour for six months. 

Fishing by night with lights or spear? should be prevented. 

.v5- ml l hs _^ 0 r! d b “ , s “ b j ect to a penalty of £5, for each spear so made by them 



the prohibited season. All nets, with ropes and sinks attached to them, during the same time 
n«T il r venfc t m°f« P 1 I1!llfy - 0f i t 0 ‘ .^"T kee P ers have »“ many instances, taken bribes, 
S’ and La ' e alb0 btilcd Salmon m the night time; such persons should, if convicted, be sent to 



’£? Zt.ZhfLSf' V A pre '“‘ ,“ f , PF““ di ”S offenders, is tediovS, IreoblesoL, end 

jS! ’ ““formation, 2nd, a sommons ; 3rd. drawing technically a long conviction: 4th. n. warrant „r 



,. * ■ , . ' , , *> » oouuuuuo | oru, unvvving cecnmcail 

distress, and, in defaultof payment, a long committaland mittimus, and the fine 
and at most, £o ; this requires a new mode. 



drawing technically a long conviction ; 4th, a warrant of 
’ ,T ""° 45 ' exceed 5s., in some cases 40s., 



WEXFORD RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

tirlp'flmrj.n “ navi !,'' b,e to St ; Malins, and the river Nore to Innistiogue. The 

liwolti P ff' U Ba l tS Ca L p , y t0 and frol11 Innistiogue to Thomasto™, on the 

ftoie station, but not further than the latter place. 

strM™ K T,lS d i )i n 0 n 1 .- SS?*? 7 , ri ™ n *° tie ^ ore > ‘ogn‘ta with the Mowing 
streams —Bdlyduff, Dobbin s Mill, Jerkpomt, and Thomostown. 

A ii e , f “ aI 7 the mam nver (Harrow) is fished by the public, in deep water. The 

under U T T de a r T Pn ? te P ro P ert y. aad the owners claim the exclusive right of fishing 

s “ tbe eounty of Wexford side - Lmd fete ' fmd “ 

and'othem. 61 ^ ^ ^° rC 1S c ^ a * med) under P at ™t, by Lord Ormond, Mr. Tighe, 

fehery bas be ™ ™ f he decliM for the last thirty years. About that time 
on dm IWn 3 ST;"? bu ' d l" g “ the estuary i also the mills on the Nore, the lock 
°r.? . C a ‘! ofwhtch are destructive to the mother fish and Salmon fry.-(d/r. 

Magee, Secretary to Fishery Association.) J 

right r ? ffi n hin l on the river Nore > or its tributaries, but such as 
ri«r - “ l pi ^ d , bv Poweth; 1 i and mfliiendal individuals. Two land proprietors on the 

fishinn with til/ 118 10 ° ae ’ ona between this and Thomastown, claim a patent right of 
elaim° “ stll| - nets on their weirs; but might with them is right-they have no legal 

knosn^nt!i!L wu Crea8e<i v 11 a w fnderful manner within the last twenty years. I 
the passages un tmd d tlie ° ue > . lhat is, the formidable and the many obstructions both in 

beinv desfrornd l„,r ’’'T tbe aad l le consequent injury to the fry; almost the entire 
being destr oj ed before they reach the sea—(J/,.. Maxwell.) 

tide eh^and fl y ? navi ,« able aboat tea mhcs from Wexford, for small vessels. The 
tide ebbs and flows about the same distance. 

twent^fire T *' J B ° r S u Win ’ Bam , and Cloady, within a distance of about 
twenty-five mdea from Wexford. There are also several smaller rivers. 
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\ On the river Slaiiey, for the distance of about ten miles, where the tide ebbs and flows 
no particular right is observed ; above that, the owners of the land adjoining the river claim 
and exercise a right generally. J 6 

In this river Salmon has diminished for the last four years; the destraction of the fry is 
supposed to be the cause.— (Mr. Harper, Mayor of Wexford .) J 

• The fisheries are free on the river Slaney, except within four miles of Enniscorthv, 

where they assume the right of private property. * 

. Salmon fishing has diminished for the last four years ; I should say by illegal fishing, but 
that it was practised equally in times when fish were abundant.- (Mr. Beatty, J.P.) 

_ The right of fishing in the river Slaney and its tributaries, from its source to the town of 
Jiamiscorthy, belongs to those persons who have land on either bank of the river. The 
right is, however, seldom claimed to the exclusion of those who angle. From the town of 
Enniscorthy to the estuary, the fishery is on a footing with that of other navigable rivers. 

I believe there were at least ten Salmon taken, twenty years ago, for one that is taken 
} attribute the decrease to the destruction of the spawning fish and Salmon frv— 
{Mr. Dennzy.) J 

On the river Slaney, the rights of fishing are generally public. The owners of some 
estates claim an exclusive right to the Salmon drafts on their lands, viz. Mackmine, 
Kilgibbon, and St. John’s, on the west side ; Edermine, on the East of the Slaney, in 
tpis neighbourhood. There may be others lower down the river, with which I am unac- 
quainted. 

v Salmon fishing has greatly diminished, during the last twenty years, in the river Slaney. 
At that time, I recollect purchasing 200 to 300 fish in a day, after the inhabitants of Ennis- 
eorthy were supplied, at per lb.; latterly, from fifteen to twenty Salmon in a market 
would be considered a great many, and 6d. to 8d. per lb. a moderate price. I cannot accu- 
rately account for the decrease. The rise in price mav be attributed to the facility of 
carnage by coaches and steam vessels for Dublin and the English markets (Mr. Sparrow .) 

The decrease of Salmon may be attributable to the immense destruction of the Salmon 
going up to spawn ; and, after spawning, when on their return to the sea, by lights and 
spears, mill-dams, poles, and gaffs ; at low water, in small rivers, in the day time, after 
the sudden falling of floods; but more particularly by the use of nets within the tide’s influ- 
ence, from the month of October, and during the winter months.— (Mr. Kelly.) 

On the river Barrow, the Act of Parliament states, “ That no person shall fish after the 
12th of August until the 1st of February.” The fishermen fish, by general consent, from 
the 1st of February to the 18th of October. They would wish not to commence before 
the 1st of March, as Salmon are found unclean in the month of February, and would wish 
to discontinue fishing on the 10th of October, as Salmon are found heavy in youn<* going 
up to spawn. ° 

• Salmon proceed up the river to spawn in the latter end of October, November, and 

December, and do not return until February with their fry to the sea. They return from 
the sea in J uly, August, and September, in their prime -{Mr. Magee.) 

• The period fixed by law, on the river Nore, for Salmon fishing, is from the first day 
of February to the first day of September. The law is not observed ; and persons fish, 
generally, throughout the year. 

There are some Salmon that remain from the spring months, which move about Sep- 
tember ; but the breeding fish move up, if they have sufficient water, about the middle of 
October, and from that till February : they fall down after spawning, from the 1st of 
December until the 1st of May. It is supposed that one month in the sea brings them into 
condition. — (Mr. Maxwell.) 

. From the 1st day of November to the 25th day of March, Salmon fishing is prohibited 
by law in the river Slaney ; but Salmon are taken* till nearly Christmas, and sold privately. 
They are not of good quality after November. 

Salmon proceed up the river to spawn about the latter end of November, and return in 

February and March. They are in condition the latter end of March {Mr. Harper, 

Mayor of Wexford.) 

By the 23rd and 24th Geo. III., cap. 40, sec. 2, any person found taking Salmon or 
Trout with any implement (except a rod) between the first of February and the first of 
September, is liable to forfeit a sum not exceeding £5. Those who haA-e chartered fishe- 
ries on the Slaney, may take fish from the 25th of March to the 1st of November. The 
former Act is never enforced from the want of persons to mind the river. 

There are Salmon found in the river Slaney. all the year round; but the greatest number 
dome from the sea in September, October, and November. The female Salmon usually 
return in March and the beginning of April, and the males some short time after them. — 
{Mr. Derinzy.) 

The fishermen were always suffered to fish in the river Slaney later than in that at Ross ; 
but the seasons are so ill observed, that I may say, they fish nearly the whole year round. 
— (Mr. Cliffe.) m * 

Salmon are taken in the river Barrow with weirs, stake-nets, stage-nets, drag-nets, cot- 
nets, purse-nets, gaffs, spears, and torch-lights, still and stop-nets, mill-tails, and locks. 

The Scotch weirs are built with stakes, lined chiefly with brass wire-nets, still and stand- 
ing ; some flood and ebb weirs are lined with nets made of hemp, others with stakes inter- 
woven with switches, and bushed with nets made of hemp on the head of the weir, fished by 
a- man. Cot-nets are All made of hemp. — (Mr. Magee.) 

Salmon are taken in the river Nore with every description of net used in any fresh water, 
add to this the trap placed on the waste gates of mill' weirs, a most destructive engine, as 
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by raising these gates, it draws nearly all the water from the other parts of the weir, and by 
this means the fish having no other passage, are mostly all taken. Salmon are taken with 
boats and nets, from the mouth of the river upwards. Still-nets and stop-nets, which are 
illegal, are used on all the weirs. The mill-weirs cannot by law be used for fishing, or if 
so used, they come under the regulation of fishing weirs. Weirs in general are erected with 
stone, with some stakes at top and bottom, for the purpose of changing the passage of the 
fish, and drawing them into the traps ; others are formed with stakes entwined with twigs ; in- 
these are placed, or left open, passages on which are placed nets or traps, by which, except 
in high water, all Salmon are taken. 

It can be clearly proved, that since the net and trap became of general use, the Salmon 
have decreased at least fifty-fold. It is in the recollection of many, not very old, that from 
fifteen to twenty-five years ago, this river, at all seasons of the year, abounded in Salmon ; 
by taking which, the poor fishermen derived the means of a competent support for them- 
selves and their families ; and our market, the home market, was well stocked every day 
with Salmon. Now, the case is altered so much, and so grievously, that sturgeon is hardly 
less an ardcle of luxury even to the opulent than Salmon — (Air. Maxwell.) 

Salmon are taken generally in the river Slaney with cots and long seans. The principal 
net or engine for taking Salmon in this river, is a hemp net about sixty fathoms long, called 

a sean, with a very small mesh (Mr. Hatton.) 

Salmon are taken in the river Slaney from Enniscortliy to Wexford, in wen’s, with drag 
and cot-nets, and also with stake or hoop-nets. 

There are a great number of wens from one bank of this river (Slaney) to the other, 
with a small gap in which a hoop-net is placed, with the mouth of it down the river; and so. 
constructed, that when the fish are once enclosed, they cannot return. Others have racks 
made of iron or wood. The hoop-net is a'so extended on hoops or stakes along the banks 
of the channel, where the Salmon are known to pass on their way to spawn. 

Stage-nets were not much used until of late years, since which the fish have evidently been 
much on the decrease (Mr. Derinzy.) 

There are several weirs which entirely obstruct the passage of the Salmon ; only one or 
two have the King’s gap. These weirs are on the river Nore, from Inistiogue to Bally- 
raget. There is no open passage in the weirs, save the head or killing place, where no fish 
can pass, except when the nets are off. 

At the harbour’s mouth, there were, about thirty years ago, many Scotch weirs at 
each side that were very destructive, having extensive wings running from the shore into 
the sea, which were prejudicial to the navigation, by the obstruction of vessels, and collect- 
ing sand-banks. These weirs were covered with still and stop-nets; they had yards, 
chambers, and ponds. There is only one of them now standing, on the county of Water- 
ford side of the river. 

The injurious modes resorted to on the Nore for the killing of Salmon and its fry, are 
every thing that art and invention can produce. The locks on the river Barrow are equally 
destructive. 

There .are eighteen mills on the Nore, to my knowledge, each of which have weirs called 
mill-dams, where the Salmon are killed at all seasons, and the Salmon fry not allowed to 
pass ; nets and baskets are set and used to entrap all kinds of fish at the mill tail ; also on 
the locks on the Barrow Canal, which are very destructive to the Salmon fishery. 

I am not aware of the fishery receiving any injury from factories, gas works, steam vessels, 
or copper mines. 

Salmon are taken in the river Barrow by lock-keepers ; on the Nore at mill tails and 
weirs, on their passage to the sea after spawning. Fishing with rods in the months of March, 
April, and May, is very destructive to the Salmon fry. Fry are also taken in stake-nets; 
the fry appear in March, April, and May, and are taken by the Eel weirs in their passage 
to the sea. The nets on these weirs (in the killing end) have their meshes only one inch, 
no fish that can go in can escape. The stake-nets will take Sprats. Head weirs are similarly 
constructed, and take Sprats — (Mr. Magee.) 

On the tributary rivers of the Slaney, dams and sluices are made, in which vast quantities 
of Salmon fry and young fish of different descriptions are taken, and used in feeding pigs. 

The only thing I have heard, which is supposed to produce injurious effects upon the 
fishing in the river, is a small distillery erected some time ago at Enniscorthy : it is re- 
ported to have injured Eels; I apprehend the information is to be doubted. 

Early in spring some of the fishermen take Salmon fry, but let it go again. This is done 
on the main river. 

The digging and dredging for sand or gravel, is considered injurious only on the small 
rivers — (Air. Harper.) 

On the river Boro, there is a high mill-dam, which must obstruct the passage of Salmon 
and White Trout altogether. — (Mr. Beatty, J.P.) 

. On the river Slaney, there is not a King’s gap in the weirs. 

Nine-tenths of the Salmon are killed in the spawning season — (Lord Carew.) 

There are no weirs that entirely obstruct the passage of the Salmon in the Slaney. 

The fishermen, at unlawful seasons, frequently stretch their nets across the river, particu- 
larly at a pass called Cornwall. 

. There is every mode which is unfair and unlawful resorted to, for destroying the fish in 
the tributary streams. < • 

There are obstructions, such as mill-dams, and embankments connected therewith, which, 
prejudicially affect the fishing. On the upper part of the Slaney, and on its tributary 
streams, baskets, Trout-nets, and plunging-nets, with other devices, are made use of tp 
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destroy the fish, and to such an extent, that pigs are frequently fed on the fry. I beg leave 
to state that this practice is resorted to, only by the lowest description of persons, as none of 
the respectable millers would be guilty of it. 

Lights and spears are used in all the tributaries, particularly the Ban, from its rise to 
its junction with the Slaney, to such an extent, that the fish are destroyed on the very 
spawning beds. The fishing with rods is very injurious, and, I am sorry to say, is practised 
at all seasons. The fry are taken in the sean-nets by the regular fishermen, as they appear 
on their passage to the sea, in the month of March. The meshes of these nets are under half 
an inch in the middle or purse, and the meshes in the wings are generally an inch and a 
quarter. The net described here will take the smallest description of fish, even small Eels. 

(Mr. Hatton.) . . 

I believe the King’s gap is not known on this river (Slaney) ; the only gap is that in which 
the net or rack is placed, and this is never left open at any season of the year ; and the 
Salmon can only pass those weirs in high floods, when they are carried over them. 

Lime is used "to kill fish, particularly in the small tributary streams, which are also fre- 
quently drained in the summer months, and all the fish taken. 

The fishing for Salmon fry with the rod, cannot, I should think, be injurious, as the 
quantity caught in that way is very inconsiderable ; and any angler with whom more than 
one dozen are found, is liable to a penalty — (Mr. Derinzy.) 

To any person visiting the river Slaney in the summer season, it must be a matter ot sur- 
prise how Salmon can get up the stream, from the number of nets cast out and drawn 
in, without intermission. When two fisheries join, it is a common practice for the fisher- 
men of each to bring their nets together, and keep up a constant hauling, one net thrown 
or cast out, while the other is drawing, so that Salmon cannot escape. Some set then nets 
across from bank to bank, until the tide turns, and then cast out nets below, and draw them 
and the stop, or stake-net, together. These are most unfair means, and most destructive to 

I believe that there is not a mill either upon the Slaney or its tributaries, that has not in 
the mill course, either a net or basket set for the destruction of salmon, their try, and every 
other kind of fish that may enter those courses. . . . , , 0 . , 

I do not consider angling as in any material way injurious, though Salmon are killed 
with the rod all the year round. On the contrary, if angling (cross lines to be excepted) 
was encouraged and allowed, it would induce gentlemen anglers and others, who follow 
that species of fair fishing, to use their exertions to prevent the wholesale destructive system 
of nets, baskets, spears, gaffs, and lights, &c., used out of season. It would be very desirable 
to alter the sean-net, at present used on the Slaney, as applies to the size of the : mesh, 
and particularly to prevent the purse-end being double, or of a smaller size than the other 
parts, as by this means the fry are taken. , 

I cannot ascertain whether spurge grows on the river. It may, however, he better known 
bv some other term, or Irish name — (Mr. Kelly.) 

There are onlv seven or eight Eel weirsonthe rivers Barrow and Isore, and the quantity p e i Fishery, 
taken is trifling, in consequence of the abundance of Eel fry taken at Imstiogue and Saint 
Malins, when going up the river to the streams and tributary rivers. The Eel weirs are 
constructed offtakes and stones ; they are left standing throughout the year, and are used 
for taking Salmon and Salmon fry— (Mr. Mayee.) . . , . , • 

The Eel weirs are made of stone work across the river, and there is a gap in which is 
set, upright, a wooden fence or hoop, and in this there is a basket, or small mesh-net, which 
take s Eek on their passage down to the sea, in July, August, and September. In those months 
there are not any Llmon fry in the rivers; if there were they could not possibly Pi? 
baskets The Eels of the river are small, and the fishing very inconsiderable. They 31 * 
taken In larger quantities on the slimes, down the river. Eels go down the rivers, and all 
the small streams, towards the sea, to spawn, beginning during the floods m August. The 
Eel fry, in immense quantities, return up the river in the months of Jr &C E , y 

of Eel fishing is from the latter end of July to the latter end of September— (Mr. My-) ; f (h 

There are no conservators or water-bailiffs to protect the rivers Barrow and ISore. The f «”• 
SalmoTfiSeifnen are formed into a society, called St. Petert&cietj, -d^are governed 



bv a code of rules ; there are many respectable persons members ol this society, whose 
ohieet is the employment of the people. The society has eighteen watermen, who are paid 
different sums, According to the extent of their districts, amounting to £72 a year. 
Thm-fiS little or no monly in the Treasurer's hands. Were the watchmen well paid, they 
are bLt cflterto ^otect the river effectually. There are. no local laws on this nver 

th ?hme“o~; Sgl part of the last season appointed on the Note , and, in 
conTeq^nTa of breeding fish. But, as usual, where the voluntaij pruiciple 



great rearaty b of b fish! Ve if MUSCTvators were appointed by Government Commissioners, and 

tssz a-sisEttsss ffiKS k-iss. s- *• 
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mil's and weirs of mills, for nets and traps, as they are now empowered to do by the law* 
as they stand, if they were properly observed or enforced by the magistrates. I am posi- 
tive that these or such regulations would increase Salmon and other fish two hundred fold 
in our rivers (.Ur. Maxwell.) 

There are no conservators or water-bailiffs on the river Slaney ; the police might be of 
much service with very little fatigue. The prevention of poaching (in consequence of the lights 
which are seen at a distance) would be very e isy Notice should be given at the chapels, 
that the police would patrole occasionally, and if one or two fishermen were detected the* 
would cease fishing, as it is a very poor and uncertain occupation.— (Lord' < drew.) * 7 

There are no conservators or water-bailiffs to protect the fishery of the Slanev there 
being no funds to pay them; if there were persons appointed for the purpose, and made 
comparatively independent by a salary from the Government, it would have a most bene- 
ficial effect. 

Mr. Walker, M.P. for the Borough of Wexford, was instrumental in having a person 
appointed, who acted for two j'ears, during which the fishery improved considerably.— 
(Mr. Hattov.) 

I do not know of any local laws, nor do I think there is any peculiarity in our river 
(Slaney) which could render the general law inapplicable.— (Mr. Sparrow.) 

There are not any local laws; if any, they are confined to three or f ur fishing strand* 
only. There is n it any peculiarity in the river Slaney, that would render the general law 
inapplicable — (Mr. Kelly.) 

The present law appears to be very strict respecting the Salmon fishery, and passed as if 
intended to protect the employment of the fishermen from the encroachment of the°-entle~ 
men and weir owners ; but it is quite evident that these laws re mained a dead letter for 
the last century ; the gentlemen and magistrates who should have enforced them, became weir 
Owners, and in the receipt of great revenues therefrom, allowed the fishermen, who were 
thirty years back, a comfortable, well-clad, well-housed people, to dwindle away into 
wretchedness and poverty. 

Several applications h ivebeen made to the Government, for the last four years, respecting 
the illegal Scotch weirs, by the fishermen’s Solicitor, Mr. A F. French, who gave a great 
deal of his time and attention to the fishermen, gratis, and who is well acquainted with the 
law relative to the Salmon fishery. As yet lie has been able to effect litt e good for them, 
since getting rid of the Scotcli weirs. At the last assizes of Kilkenny, he proceeded against 
weirs on the river Nore, which were heretofore considered legal,. and the pirties pleaded 
gui ty, but the weirs are kept standing, and fishing. On app'ication to him he will commu- 
nicate the particulars, and probably suggest some improvements; but the CommUsioner* 
should be guarded against any thing coming from those persons who possess or rent the 
present weirs on the Nore or estuary. 

'1 he gentlemen of the County of Kilkenny assembled at Kilkenny last summer, and sub- 
scribed for the payment of watchmen to protect the Salmon fishery, and to prosecute the 
weirs on the Nore ; but from some unaccountable apathy, or some other cause which we can- 
not now conjecture, they have this year left us to our own resources, which induced us to 
try the only means left, that of forming a society, that will give an opportunity to the friends 
ot the poor, and the peace and good order of Ireland, to en ist themselves in the cause, and 
protection of one thousand five hundred peaceable and well disposed people, which thia 
fishery would give ample and well paid emp’oyment to, for six months of the year. 

List of weirs on the river Nore: — Mr. Tighe’s, Mr. Dyer’s, Mr. Green’s, Mr. Nixon’s, 
Mr, Davis’s, Mr. Nugent’s, Mr. Hunt’s, Lord Cs.rrick’s, Mr. Nevill’s, Major Wyse’s. 

List of mills on the river Nore: — Mr. Davis’s, Mr. Hall’s, Mr. Ennis’s, Mr. Baker’s, 
(no Kings gap), two mills at Bennett’s Bridge (very destructive), Sheastown mill (no Sal- 
xnon can pass this), Inch mill, Archer’s great mi l, Laeken mill, Mr. Scott’s mill, three 
hums at Greens Bridge, Bleach-green mill, Rock mill, two mills at Ballyragget. 

1 he queries of the Commissioners of the Fisheries in Ireland, have been answered at a 
meeting ot the council ot the society of fishermen, culled for that purpose, at their meeting 
room — (.1/r. Mai/te.) 

I consider the laws quite sufficient, if duly administered, with the addition of water con- 
servators, but at present the laws are quite nugatory, each person being allowed to make 
what he can of the fish, and to do as he likes with his own. If the laws are enforced, it is 
in the case ot some minor transgression, thus verifying the truth of Montesquieu’s com- 
parison, that the laws are i.ke the spider’s web (or certain fishing nets), through which the 
great blue bottle flies (or the large fish) escape, aud in which the little flies (or little fish) 
are caught — (Mr. Maxwt-11.) 

The law", so far as prohibiting the taking of Salmon, from the 1st of November to 
the 25th of March, has not been observed, nor will it until persons are appointed to watch 
the rivers. 

. * k* greater part of the fishermen on the Slaney are very poor, and unable to keep suffi- 
cient fishing gear. Until the farmers, residing on the tributary rivers, are prevented from 
killing the fry, fish will never be plenty in the river Slaney, or about its entrance to the 
sea.- ( Mr. Harper.) 

I consider the present laws against illegal fishing to be quite sufficient, if they were pro- 
perly enforced, which they never can be, until persons are appointed to protect the rivers, 
with such salaries as will allow of their devoting a great part of their time to this duty. 
Theie have been several associations formed for this purpose, blit owing to want of 
unanimity and funds, they have not been productive of any permanent benefit to the 
fishery ot the river Slaney. 
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I would suggest that. the best mode of improving the Salmon fisheries is to allow a suffi- 
cient number of breeding fish to pass up the river; to afford protection to them while on 
•their spawning beds, and to ensure the fry a safe passage to the sea, by laying a heavy 
penalty upon any person who would take more than a certaiu number in any way whatever ; 
and, above all, to compel the proprietors of weirs to keep them open for tlie passage of the 
breeding Salmon, and descent of the fry. Where much obstruction is offered to Salmon 
in. going up a river, they will spawn in the deep parts of the- stream; but it is well known 
that young Salmon are never produced from it. I think that premiums should also be offered 
for the destruction of Otters, which abound in most of the small streams. If these sugges- 
tions were carried into effect, and proper men appointed, to protect the river, 1 have no 
doubt but the quantity of Salmon would rapidly increase, and, in a few years, become an 
important article of trade (Mr. Derinzy .) 

The police, in patroling at night, would have opportunities of seeingthe lights of poachers, 
but it would* be bringing them into d.mgerous collision with the people, and make them 
more obnoxious. 

Mr. Henry Hatton for some years got up a fund, to pay keepers for protecting the 
liver Slaney ; but so few subscribed that it was finally given up.— (.Mr. Walker.) 

It- would- be very desirable to enforce proper restrictions upon fishing on the Sabbath 
day. No person should be permitted to fish with sean-nets, or other nets, or any other 
device, from sunset on Saturday evening until sunrise on Monday morning, to abate the 
practice of making the Lord’s day a day of work, instead of a day of rest; and it would 
greatly favour the Salmon getting up the river, and also place the fishermen up the river on 
am equality with those below them. — (Mr. Kelly.) 



WICKLOW RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The Bray river is not navigable. At a chance time, during spring tides, and when the Fisheries, and 
bar mouth is open, so as that the tide can flow up, vessels can approach near the bridge of rights of Fishing. 
Bray, which is about a quarter of a mile from the bar. The river of Enniskerry, Powers- Bray Ri ver * 
court river, Glencree river, and several streams flow into the Bray river. There is one lake 
called Loch Bray, at the head of the Glencree river. 

The fishery of Bray, and of the bay, extending from Bray-head to Killiney to Dalkey 
island, is the private property of the Earl of Meath, held by patent; and he pays to the Crown 
a quit-rent of ten shillings per year. I think it right to state, that neither the Earl of Meath, 
nor any of his ancestors, ever interfered with the fishers in the bay of Bray, except only the 
fishing of Salmon, although the p-.itent grants all fish to him within the bay. 

For the last six or eight years the fishery has not only decreased, but is in fact a nullity, 

•wing to the non-enforcement of laws. 

On the Bray river no period is fixed by law. The usual time that I, and also my father, Seasons, 
have commenced fishing, is about the end of May, stopping about the end of September. 

From about the first of October to the end of December, or first of January, the fish 
are generally going up this river to spawn ; and begin to return to the sea about the 
month of February. This is a late river, and there are no fish here, or any where between 
this and Wexford, fit to kill, sooner than the middle of May. 

The only means I use. in catching Salmon, or Salmon Trout, in the Bray river, are Modes of Fishing, 
trammel-nets. I have a pond for keeping the fish alive, and, before the fishery was destroyed, 
this enabled me to have fish at all times, during the season, for the neighbourhood. 

There are no weirs on this river. 

Sean-nets are employed along the sea shore, so that it is almost impossible for a fish to 
enter the river. From October to March the river is constantly haunted by poachers, with 
gaffs and spears, during the day time. Poachers with rods invariably carry with them a 
gaff or spear in their pocket, and when the}' see a fish, cut a stick and fix the gaff on it. 

There are not any conservators or water-bailiffs on the Bray river. It would be well if Protection 
there were. Were the police directed to take care of any river which Salmon frequent, it 
would tend to much good, not only as concerns the protection of the fisheries, but in making 
the idle poachers turn to earn their bread by just means. 

I consider the laws sufficient, but they are not properly administered, indeed I may say, Laws, 
not administered at all. The only cause I can assign for this is, that the magistrates here 
(Bray) do not act unanimously as they should — (Mr. Sotheron.) 



DUBLIN RIVERS. 

EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES. 

The Liffey is not navigable for more than one mile and a half, excepting for boats. Fisheries, and 
The tide flows up from the mouth of the river about three and a half miles. The rivers rights of Fishing. 
PoddJe, Bradogue, and Camae, flow into it. The Dodder and Tolka flow into the estuary. The Liffey. 

12 
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68 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

The principal fishery on the Liffey is at Island Bridge, situated near the termination of 
the tide-way. It is held by lease from the Corporation of Dublin. The master of the Royal 
Hospital claims a right to fish opposite the Hospital ground. Different individuals fish at 
the mouth of the river, with a long train of nets, without any right that I am aware of. 

Salmon fishing has much decreased in the Liffey. 

I am not certain that a period is fixed by law, for the fishery atlsland Bridge, but the 
local custom is to commence the 1st of December, or thereabouts, and terminate the latter 
end of September. Fishing at the mouth of the river and estuary, commences about the 
latter end of May. 

Salmon proceed up the river, to spawn, in September, October, and November, and 
return in December, and during season ; they are in good condition to September. 

Salmon is only taken by drag-nets, and occasionally by poor persons from the bridges in 
the city, with a purse or hoop-net. 

The use of the stake-net may probably have an effect in diminishing the quantity of 
Salmon ; but not, I think, to any great extent, not being situated in die immediate passage 
of the fish. 

There is no King’s gap at the Island Bridge fishery ; the racks that are placed in the 
sluice-gates, on the weir, are taken up from September to December, which freely admits 
the passage of Salmon going up to spawn. 

There are no obstructions that materially affect the fishery, except the practice, after 
shooting nets across the river, of allowing them to remain there for some time, which, of 
course, must obstruct the passage of the fish ; this practice is still continued. I am not 
aware of any trap-net or basket. I have heard of Salmon fry being destroyed at some of the 
courses and passages, but cannot vouch for its truth. 

Steam vessels ply at the mouth of the. river. The liquid from gas works, would, if 
allowed to flow into the river, be prejudicial to the fishery. 

Salmon fry have been taken in large quantities at mill-ponds, about two miles up the 
river. It has occurred that the quantity has been so great that the people employed about 
the mill, have actually salted them. The fry on getting into those ponds not having any 
outlet, have been frequently destroyed. I speak with reference to the period when my 
employer (Mr. Greene) had the fishery. 

There are no conservators or water-bailiffs employed for the protection of the fishery in 
the Liffey, except a person who was paid by Mr. Greene, (who rented the fishery up to 
the year 1824), for watching occasionally the upper part of the river to prevent the destruction 
of the fry. It would be most desirable to have persons appointed for this puipose ; but I 
cannot give an .opinion as to how they should be paid. 

Salmon is found perfectly in season so early as November ; but the chief magistrate has 
interfered this year, to prevent its being exposed for sale until the month of February; and 
he has actually fined the house of Mr. Greene, for having Salmon, although in perfect 
season, a grievance which stands in need of an immediate and efficient remedy. Salmon 
sold in the Dublin markets is generally for home consumption, though a small quantity is 
exported to Liverpool. 

The laws are strong enough : the defect lies in the want of efficient persons to see them 
carried into effect. 

Allusion has been made to the Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin having exercised a 
right to fine retailer's of Salmon in the Dublin market, for exposing it for sale, during the 
months of December and January. If a law exists to justify this, I think it a great hard- 
ship, as the penalty has been inflicted for Salmon perfectly in season. I would respectfully 
suggest the prevention of Salmon out of season being offered to public sale in the Dublin 
market; this offence prevails to a great extent during the summer and autumn months; and 
frequent applications have been made to the Lord Mayor, without effect. — (Mr. Locke.) 
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LAWS RELATING TO IRISH SALMON FISHERIES* 

As to the property in fish, where the Lord of the Manor hath the soil on both sides of Rights of Fishing, 
the river, it is good evidence that he hath the right of fishing, and puts the proof upon him 
who claims free fishing. But when a river ebbs and flows, and is an arm of the sea, then 
it is common to all, and he who claims a privilege to himself must prove it ; for, if tres- 
pass be brought for fishing there, the defendant may justify that the place is a free fishery, 
and is the common right of all. 

There is a common piscary, which is a liberty of fishing in another man’s waters ; and 
there is a free fishery, or exclusive right of fishing in a public river, which is a royal 
franchise, and considered as such in all countries, where the feudal polity has prevailed ; 
though the making such grants, and by that means appropriating what seems to be unna- 
tural to restrain, the use of running water, was prohibited for the future, by King John’s 
Charter, and the rivers that were fenced in his time, were directed to be laid open. Mag. 

Chart. C. 47. 

This opening was extended by the 2nd and 3rd Chapters of Henry III., to those also 
that were fenced under Richard I., so that a franchise of free fishery, ought now to be at least 
as old as Henry II., Mag. Chart. C. 20. 9 Henry III., C. 10; 2 Blackstone’s Com. 417. 

This differs from a several fishery, because he that has a “ several fishery ” must also be 
the owner of the soil, which in a “ free fishery,” is not requisite. It differs also from a 
“common of piscary,” in that the “free fishing” is an exclusive right; the “ common of 
piscary ” is not so, and therefore in a “ free fishery ” a man has a property in the fish be- 
fore they are caught, in a “common of piscary,” not till afterwards. F.N.B. 88, Salk. 637, 

2 ; Blackstone’s Com. 39, 40 ; and in the authorities quoted in Finlay’s Landlord and 
Tenant, page 150 to 162. 

1. Against weirs, destroying Salmon fry, exactions, &c.; amended by No. 13. Summary of Laws. 

2. For preserving fry of fish, no swine shall be fed on the strand of rivers, &c., where 28Hen.VIILc.22. 

the sea ebbs and flows, from 1st March to 30th September ; or forfeited, &c. 11 Lliz. sec. 3.c. 4. 

3. Eel or Salmon fry not to be taken with nets or devices, save angling; penalty 40s. 10 C. I. s. 3.c. 14. 
— and the fish, nets, &c. 

4. Fish may be cried and sold on Sundays, before ten and after four — Sec. 3. 7 Wm. III. c. 17. 

5. All laws for the preservation of fish in weirs, &c., shall be put in execution. 10 Wm. III. c. 8. 

“ Tradesmen, apprentices, and other dissolute persons, presuming to fish, unless in com- 
pany with the master of such apprentice, duly qualified by law, to forfeit £l, and be liable 

to be sued for trespass.” 

6. Salmon fisheries at Limerick, Coleraine, and Lismore, not to be injured by commis- 
sioners of inland navigation. — Sec. 17, 23. 

7. None to make or keep lister or spear for Salmon, or use lights on rivers above tide, 2 Geo. I. e. 21. 
or net or engine for the fry at mill tail, 20s. forfeited, and the nets, &c. On default, one 

month’s hard labour or whipped. 

8. Salmon not to be taken with nets or engines between 1st August and 1st February, 8 Geo. I. c. 7. 
or nets, boats, &c., forfeited, and 20s., save in rivers where known to be in season; sec. 21. 

(Continued, 10 Geo. I. cap. 9, sec. 1, 23. Further continued, 21 Geo. 2, cap. 7, sec. 9.) 

9. Any one may seize and bring to justice persons disguised, fishing, or on or near a 12 Geo. I. c. 7- 
river, though not fishing ; penalty 40s., or thirty-one days’ hard labour. 

10. Killing twelve Salmon in a day, in February, March, April, or May, by angling or 
any other way, 10s., or ten days in gaol — Sec. 3. 

11. Persons authorised by owner or farmer of fishery in writing, may walk on the banks 
of rivers, save orchard or garden, to apprehend offenders, without action or prosecution. 

— Sec. 4. 

12. Persons sued for action hereunder, may plead general issue, and recover treble 
costs. — Sec. 5. 

13. Fishermen or their apprentices not hindered from fishing with lawful nets and 5 Geo. II. c. 11. 
engines, by the act for removing weirs, &c. ; sec. 3 — Ante, No. 1. 

14. None to fish in any river between 12th August and 1st February, nor carry on the 31 Geo. II. c. 13. 
bank any instrument for Salmon ; penalty £5, or gaol not above three months, nor under 

one. Any one may apprehend, and carry, with the instruments, before next justice. 

15. Owner of fishery, or other, killing Salmon between 12th August and 1st January, 
or accessary, forfeit 40s. each Salmon, but not above £20 one conviction. Using lights for 
Salmon between 12th August and 1st February, £5, or gaol not above six, nor under three 
months ; the light evidence, unless the contrary appear — Sec. 2. 

16. Rivers excepted: Rathmelton, Lacagh, Donegal, in County Donegal, Bundroes, 

Sligo river, Shannon, from the sea to Island St. Thomas, Boyne, Loughneagh, Lanne, and 
Carragh, in County Kerry, Lee, at Cork, Bush, in County Antrim, and Newport, County 
Mayo ; sec. 3. See Nos. 22, 64, 75. 

17. In river Feal, County Kerry, forbidden only between 20th October and 1st Feb- 
ruary ; ib. 

18. Setting net or engine between 1st March and 1st June, whereby Salmon fry may 
be taken, or fishing with set nets, &c.. ; penalty £10, or gaol not above six nor under three 
months. — Sec. 4. 

19. Offence on mearing river prosecuted in either county. — Sec. 5. 

* This Summary is extracted from Mr. Oulton’s Digest of the Statutes. 
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20. Prosecution in three months. Forfeiture to first informer prosecuting to convic- 
tion. — Sec. 6, 7. 

21. No law as to Salmon or fry, repealed hereby. Only one conviction for one offence 
—Sec, 8. 

3 Geo. III. c. 35. 22. None, save owners and fanners thereof, to fish in the rivers excepted in No. L6 

between 12th August and 1st February, nor carry instruments on the banks penalty £5, and 
boat and nets, &c. 

23. Same law with respect to the river Erne, and the Salmon fishery of Ballyshannon, 
between 12th August and 1st May. 

24. None, save owners and farmers, to use boats, or nets with a soal rope and sinks or 
other instrument for Salmon, in limits of Salmon fisheries, enjoyed thirty-one years past. 
Penalty £5, with boats, nets, &c — Sec. 2. 

25. Same law as to Salmon fishery of Sligo, from the weir to the Oyster island Sec. 3. 

26. In Loch Foyle, proprietors or those employed, may fish till 1st September.— Sec. 4. 

17 and 18 Geo. 27. None, unless qualified, shall keep or use boat, curragh, net, gaff, spear; &c. or other 

III, c. 19. engine, angling rods excepted, save makers or sellers, or owners of rivers, and such owners 

or persons by them appointed may seize and keep such as they may find used or laid, or 
in possession of unqualified persons, fishing in rivers or inland waters without owner’s con- 
sent under hand. And anyone under justice’s warrant, may search houses, &c. of suspected 
persons, and seize, keep, or destroy.— See No. 79. 

28. To take fish in pond, canal, or stew, &c. with owner’s consent, not under £5, nor 
above £10; or gaol not above six months, nor under three. — Sec. 2. 

29. Fishing by night with lights, boat, spear, or engine, &c., save rods and lines, not 
above £5, nor under £2, or gaol as above. — Sec. 3. See No. 52. 

30. Throwing waste, dye-stuffs, lime, flax, hemp, or other noxious thing into the river, 
£5, or not above three months in gaol — Sec. 4. See No. 62. 

31. Taking Trout, save by angling, from 1st October to 1st January, same penalty 

Sec. 5. See No. 41, 67. 

32. Owners of fisheries in the Bandon may take Salmon in legal manner from 20th 

March to 20th October, without penalties of former acts Sec. 6. See No. 64, 

33. Fishing with nets in lochs, or rivers thereto or therefrom, or b lys thereof, from 
12th August to 1st January, £5, or six months in gaol, and nets forfeited.- Sec. 7. 

34. Dams, obstructions, &e., at mill tails prohibited. Penalty on miller, &c., £5. — 
Sec. 8. 



33 and 24 Geo. 
III. c. 40. 



26 Geo. III. c 50. 



35. Constable, &c., not executing warrant fined not above £'5, — Sec. 9. 

36. Prosecution in three months. Appeal to Sessions, on recognizance, &c. — Sec. 13; 14. 

37. Not to restrain Fishermen or their apprentices with lawful net and engines as before. 
— Sec. 15. See No. 13. 

38. Defendants for acting hereunder, may plead for issue, and have treble costs 

Sec. 16. 

39. Any but owner or renter of patent or charter fishery, erecting shades, or stages on 
banks of rivers or lakes, or taking Salmon or Trout by means of such, or under arch of 
bridge, or fixing basket, hoop-net, or bushes in mill sluice, Eel weir, or narrow passage, to 
stop Salmon, or stretching a continued net across the river’s mouth, to forfeit £5. — Sec.- 2. 
See No. 63. 

40. Or if found, from 1st February to 1st September, taking Salmon or Trout with 
gaff, net, or other fishing implement] &c. (single rod excepted), on river, lake, or pool ; or 
carrying such implement on the bank, or draining to take fish, without owner’s consent, 
not above £5. 

41. No one to take Trout by dam, fish-house, net, or other engine, from 1st October to 

1st February, angling excepted: penalty £5 Sec. 3. 

42. Any inhabitant or landholder near river, &c., may view, or appoint others to wear 

same, to see whether this act is complied with, save in demesne, park, or improvement: 
hindering or attempting, £5 — Sec. 4, 5 See No. 61. 

43. Justice refusing or neglecting to hear and determine, or to grant warrant, £20, by 
civil bill, on fourteen days’ notice — Sec. 7. 

44. Taking Salmon fry, save with a single rod ; not above £5, nor under £2. No person 
to take Eel fry under like penalty; payable by him on whom the fish is found. — Sec. 8. — 
See No. 63. 



45. Shutting gates of Salmon-weirs, or preventing going up to spawn, after time of taking 
fish expired, £5 a-dav, by civil bill ; to poor and informer. — Sec. 9. 

. 46. Taking, killing, with lights, snares, gaffs, cross-lines, spears, or* stroke-h>'uls, by day or 

night, not above £10, nor under £2, and the engines, &c Sec. 10. — See No. 52. 

. 47. A free passage, or King’s share, of at least twenty-one feet, to be left in every river 
in the deepest part. Penalty £20 Sec. 11. - See No. 51. . 

48. For abating unlawful weirs — Sec. 12, 13, Rep. — See No. 58. 

49. For any of said offences committed from great weirs, next above Island Bridge to 

Poolbeg lighthouse: same penalties Sec. 15 See N. 70. 

50. Magistrates sued for acting hereunder, may plead general issue, and have double 
c^^Plaintiff, on defendant’s appearance, must give security for costs. A public act. — 



51. No owner of a weir on river in which a King’s share or gap should be kept open, 
shall build or keep up a spur-wall, tail- wall, or tail- weir, longer than twenty feet from back 
of weir: not abating in one month after notice fr.>m a Justice, £10; keeping it up a 
second month £20 more, and so on; except in certain cases, wall built close along bank 
side, &c. 
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52. If two or more be found together, with lights, spears, or engines, &c., for killing 

^9 46 the n Sht 00 a ° J nVer ’ ake ’ ° r fishery ’ the 7 forfelt £5 each. - Sec. 3 Ante Nos. 

53. If information be given of Salmnn or Trout being killed with lights, spears, or other 
engine, m river or inland water, at unlawful time, and that informer knows not offended 
names, the farmers contiguous, unless they prove that they had no collusion wilh offender, 
and make affidavit that they know not his name, forfeit 20s —Sec 4 

54. If information be given of any offence against inland fisher/ acts, and that informant 

cannot find offenders names, the penalties shall be levied on the townlands touching the 
part of river or lake where committed. lb. ° 

55. Five shillings a fish penalty for Salmon or Trout taken out of season, by whatever 

name known, found in any one’s custody, or exposing to sale Sec. 5. 

56. Unqualified person found ang ing on river or lake, without ’consent of owner of 

fishery or ground on bank, forfeit not under 5s., nor above 40s Sec. 6. 

57. Nothing in this or former acts to extend to weirs, banks, or heads, necessary for 

mills or inland navigation, so as not used for taking fish Sec. 7. 

58. Proprietor or occupier of unlawful weir, heretofore or hereafter erected, not abating 
same within thirty’ days after notice served on him or his agent, by proprietor of around on 
bank, requiring Him so to do, to forfeit £50, with costs, by action of debt: t > informer and 
county infirmary. No. 48, imposing a different penalty, &c., repealed.— Sec. 8. 

59. And if continued seven days after judgment against him in such action, any onemav 

abate it — Sec. 9. 3 J 

60. Not to extend to weir uninterruptedly possessed thirty-one years, or held by patent 

or charter; legal rights saved: but no new right to erect anv weir created Sec 10, 11. 

61. None empowered to appoint such keepers, as in No.' 42, who has not £50 a-year 
freehold, or £100 a-year leasehold, in that or next county.— Sec. 12. 

62. Flax, steeping in river or rivulet wherein fish are taken, may be seized to seizer's use; 
and the offender liable to penalties in No. 30 besides. Sec. 13. 

63. Barony constables and sub-constables to inspect mill-dams, weirs, sluices, &c. ; and 

if they find that Salmon fry have been taken there, or engines for the purpose, or any such 
fry in owner’s possession, they are to inform a Justice, and, on proof, are to get the whole 
penalty, by 23, 24, Geo. 111., for destroying Salmon fry ; and £5 besides off the b.irony, 
next assizes. Refusing to inspect, on being required by person qualified to appoint inspector, 
a forfeiture of last half year’s salary. - Sec. 14 See Ante, No. 42. 

64. Salmon fishery on Blackwater, in county Waterford, may continue from 14th Febru- 
ary to 10th September; Bandon, from 1st March to 1st November; and Slaney, from 25th 
March to 1st Novembe”. — Sec. 15, 16, 17. 

65. Stretching draft-nets across the Liffey, or fishing with any net (without consent of 
owner of fishery in writing), from Ringsend or Clontarf to Chanelizod, £5, and implements 
forfeited. — Sec. 18. 



66. Dredging for sand, between Bloody Bridge and Chapelizod, from 1st September to 

1st December: penalty £5 Sec 19. 

67. Trout fishing lawful on the river Maine (county Antrim), from 1st February to 12th 
October. — Sec. 20. 

68. Magistrates, sued for acting hereunder, may plead general issue, and have double 

costs, for which plaintiff must give recognizance, on defendant’s appe vance Sec. 21. 

69. If fine of 40.?., or above, appeal to sessions. A public act. — lb- and Sec. 22. 

70. No. 49 repealed, the city of Dublin’s right of fishery in said district not being ascer- 
tained. — Sec. 23 — See No. 74, post 

71. In dams or weirs, on the Shannon and Suir, besides openings already required, a 

gap shall be left, at least four feet wide, in the deep part, for the fish to pass, from six 
Saturday evening to six Monday morning, from 1st January to 31st August Sec. 25. 

72. And any one, with Justice’s warrant, may examine and remove obstructions. — 

Sec. 26. 

73. Not to extend to weirs, banks, or heads of mills, or navigations, so as not used to 
take fish. — Sec. 27. 

74. No. 70 repealed, and the Liffey made subject to same provisions, for protection of 32 Geo. III. c. 40 1 - 
Salmon and Trout fisheries, as other rivers ; but not to give any right to city of Dublin in 

said fishery. — Sec. 5, 6. 

75. Persons authorised may kill Salmon and Trout in the Liffey, from 1st February to 
1st October. — Sec. 5 

76. None to take or kill Salmon, Salmon peal, or fry, in the sea, at or within one mile of 33 Geo. III.c. 50- 
river’s mouth, daring seasons wherein taking Salmon in the river is prohibited: penalty £5. 

77. Not lawful to fi»h, with rod or otherwise, in any several fishery, without license of 

proprietor or farmer Sec. 2. 

78. Any Justice of the Peace of county where offender lives, bound to hear and deter- 
mine complaints under this act, and, if sufficiently proved, to grant warrant to levy penalty 
by distress and sale ; and, if insufficient, to commit him, not above three months, nor 
under nine days. — Sec. 3. 

79. AW boats, &c. employed on the river Bann, or any river flowing into it, between the 39 Geo. III. c, 51- 
sea and Lough Neagh, shall be registered with Mayor of Coleraine, and security given 

against unlawful fishing: penalty £20. All said boats, &c., to have owners’ name and abode 
painted on them, or forfeited to seizer. Penalties, and amount of forfeited securities, 
recoverable summarily before any Justice of Peace of county Antrim or Londonderry, and 
levied by distress and sale. — Sec. 2, &c. 
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